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UNITED STATES

| Patented December 8 1903

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. RAND OF NORTH TONAWANDA NEW YORK

- BANK LEDGER OR SIMILAR BOOK

SPECIFIGATION ferlmng' pert of Letters Pe.tent No. 746 157, deted Deeember 8 1903

Ap‘nlleetlen ﬁled Mey 5, 1803.

Serlel Ne 155 749 (Ne medel )

To all whem it m,ay concern:

| Be it known that I, JAMES H. RAND A eiti- |

zen of the United Statee residing.at North |
Tonawanda, in the county of Niagara and :
Stateof New York,haveinvented newand nse-
ful Improvements in Bank-Ledgers or Similar
Books, of which the followmg is a-specifica- |
‘tion. - -
" Thisinvention has geneml reference to rec- .
ord and account books, but relates more par-
- ticularly to the skeleton or daily balance |
ledgers employed in banks and composed of

" sections each representing one week’s busi-

ness.
are commonly printed or written in columns :

in alphabetical order throughout each section
" toform an index, each leaf of the section con- .
 taining a part of the names and.the corre-

~ sponding leaves in the different weekly sec-
Atthe

In such ledgers the depositors’ names

tions bearing like names or accounts.
end of each week it is necessary to transfer

the balances of the various accounts from the -
~ last or ““Saturday” columns of that week to |
the ** Monday ” columns of the next following |
section of the ledger, and with the skeleton
ledgers now in common use this 0perat1on is :

attended with-much inconvenience.
The objects of my invention are to feclh-

‘tate the transfer. of the balances from Onej
39

weekly section to the next, to cause the leaves

to lie perfectly flat for permlttmg the entrlee.::
to be conveniently made in the.various col- .
umns, to lessen the liability of making entries :
on the wrong lines, to facilitate the transfer :
of new depositors’ names from' one section:
to another, and to permit checks and depos- :

- its to be entered in Monday’s columns with
.. greater facility than by the use of ordinary

40

45

50

Oother.

skeleton ledgers, Monday being the heaviest

day of the week for bank bookkeepers. -

~In the accompanying drewmge, conmetmﬂ'
of three sheets, Figure 1 is a perspective view
- of a bank-ledger embodying my invention, :
the book being open and the leaves unfolded
to their normal position.
view showing some of the leaves of two con-
secutive Weekly sections folded for trausfer-_é
.: ring the balances from one section to the
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of
the ledger on an enlarged scale, showing the
leaves folded as in Flg 2. Flg 4-i8 an. end

.view.of the same.

Fig. 2 is a similar

tight-bound leaves.:

| and B the back. When the book is of the

prongs or pins for removably blndmg the
leaves in the book..

A ‘A’indicate the uelia,l COVOrS ef the book '

loose-leaf type, the back is eompesed of the
customary hinged sections carrying ecurved

The leaves C are preferably all of the same

] Slmller letters of reference mdlcete eorre-_ B
sponding parts throughout the several views.
In the drawings my improvement is shown

in-connection. with a loose-leaf ledger; but

the same is equally epphceble to boeke w1th -

i

1 lenﬂ'th and in the ledger shown in the draw-

ings are bound together in separate sections,
and deposits-for a single week.

the:leaves of -each section are permanently

| pins.
constitutes no part. of my present invention,

' ﬁled by me.

on the.left-hand page of an opposing pair

the week and the columns E3 Ef K5 on the

skeleton ledgers.

but forms the sub;jeet of enother a.pphce,tlon'

~ As shown in Fig. 1, each page of the book
is divided Veltleally mto three main aceount
1 columns -or divisions, the columns E E' E?

each e,da,pted‘ to contain the entries of checks
In thig case - .
bound-to a stub or tab D, which in turn is
remova,bly bound in the beek by the curved
'(Notshown.) This feature, however, =

_“g'a'
repreeentmg the first three business. days of =~

right-hand page representing the last: three
days of the week, the six columns. being
headed aceordmg]y- in a manner common to-
‘When the ledger is used

for banks, each of these main celumne, ex-

| for the entry of checks in detail, the total

cepting the ““ Saturday ” columns, is prefer- -
ably subdivided into four columns, e e’ €® €%,

9-_0__ -

| amount of checks, the deposits, and the daily
| balance, these columns having appropriate

i

headings, as shown. In the book shown in

Wedneeday is arranged on the next or oppos-

umn.

the balance-column.-
margin of each page next to the ‘“ Monday”

the drawings the last or balance column for

column is a balance-column F, in which are

g5

ing page at the left of the ‘‘ Thursday” col-
~The ““Saturday ” columns are subdi- -
| vided like those of the other days, but lack
At the extreme outer - = -
100

entered the balances brought forw‘a,rd from

the ‘¢*Saturday” column of correspondmg_

| pages of the precedmg Weeklyr sectlon. SRR
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On each page, preferably near its middle, ] tion of the alphabet are folded toward each

18 a name-column G for receiving depositors’
names, which latter are written or printed in
alphabetical order throughout each weekly
section of the book in the customary man-
ner. As shown in the drawings, the name-
columns on those pages representing the first
half of the week are preferably located be-
tween the ‘“*Monday”and ““Tuesday” columns

E E', while the name-columns on the pages

representing the last half of the week are lo-
cated between the ‘“Thursday”and *‘ Friday”
columns E° E*. By this arrangement of the
name-columns the bookkeeper may use the
one nearest the space in which an entry is

to be made, and in no case is he required to

cast hiseye over more than two main or daily
account columns, thus reducing the liabil-
ity of entering amounts opposwe the wrong
names.

Each leaf is provided at or near its middle
with one or more vertical creases /i or is
otherwise made more pliable along that line
than the body of the leaf, so that the same
can be readily folded at that predetermined
point. This enables the outer margins of
corresponding leaves of consecutive weekly
sections to meet or be brought together op-
posite the binding of the book for transfer-
ring the balances by simply folding these two
leaves and the intermediate ones toward each
other, as shown in Fig. 2. In this position
of the doubled leaves the balances can be
readily and reliably transferred from the
‘“ Saturday ” column of the last weekly sec-
tion to the balance-column F at the left
of the ‘‘Monday” column of the current
weekly section, the folded leaves lying per-
fectly flat and their meeting marginal por-
tions having a flat and firm support which
enables the corresponding borizontal entry
spaces of the leaves to be easily kept in
alinement and the balances to be conven-
iently entered in the new balance-column F.
For example, in transferring the balances,
say, from the first portion of a completed
weekly section containing the accounts of de-
positors whose names begin with ““A,” ¢“B,”
and ‘““C” to the corresponding pmtlon of the
next weekly section the first leaf of the new
or current section and all of the leaves of the
preceding section except the first are doubled
backupon themselvestobring the “Saturday?”
column of the old section and the ¢¢ Monday”
column of the next section side by side, as
shown in Fig. 2. After transferring the bal-
ances to the exposed page of the new section
the top leaf of the old section is unfolded or
turned toward the left, and the second un-
folded leaf of the new section is folded to-

ward the left over the previously-folded leaf

of the same section, thus exposing the corre-
sponding portions of the old and new seec-
tions bearing those depositors’ names begin-
ning with, say, ‘“D.” Aftertransferring the
balances of the last folded leaves the two cor-

other in the same manner, and so on throungh-
out the remaining leaves of the section. Or-
dinarily a single crease in each leaf is suffi-
cient; but, if desired, the leaves may be pro-
vided with two or more creases arranged
clogely together. When several creases are
employed, as many as fifteen or twenty leaves
can be folded upon themselves, as above de-
scribed, so that the wrlbmg-surfaee will be
per feetly flat.

The name-columns are preferably arranged
at the left of the creases A, as shown, so that

when the leaves are folded for transferring
‘balances from one section to the next, as

shown in Fig. 2, the corresponding name-col-

umns of the two sections are both exposed.

This greatly facilitates the transfer of new
names from the old to the new section.,

The creasing of the leaves in the center
also permits the same to be folded and nar-
rowed to one-half their full width for facili-
tating the entry of Monday’s checks and de-
posits. For this purpose the leaves are suc-
cessively folded toward the left, so as to ex-
posethe ‘““ Monday” columns, as seen in Fig, 2.
This permits the bookkeeper to place the
package of checks to be entered upon the op-
posite leaf close to Monday’s column and to

enter the same without the necessity of shift-

ing ordisturbing the package before turning
the leaves. The work of a bank bookkeeper
is much heavier on Monday than on other
days, and by doubling the leaves, as above de-
scribed, hecan turn them with greater facility
than the ordinary uncreased wide leaves.

- While I prefer to erease the leaves for ren-
dering them pliable along the predetermined

centralline, my invention is not limited to the

particular means employed for accomplish-
ing that result, but contemplates other equiv-
alent means for this purpose—such, for in-
stance, as one or more lines of perforations
formed in the middle of the leaves or a sep-
arate strip of fabric.or other more pliable
material than that of the leaves 1nserted in
the middle of the same. |

I elaim as my invention— -

1. An account-book having leaves ereased
vertically midway between thelr bound edges

and their free outer edges, whereby opposing

leaves meet at the center of the book when

folded toward each other, each leaf being pro-

vided on opposite sides of its erease with ac-
count-columns having appropriate headings,
and at its outer vertical margin with a bal-
ance-column having a suitable heading, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. An account-book havlng leaves creased
vertically midway between their bound edges
and their free outer edges, whereby Oppoaing
leaves meet at the center of the book when

| folded toward each other, each leaf being pro-

vided on opposite sides of its crease with ac-
count-columns having appropriate headings,
on one side of said crease with a name-column

responding leaves representing the next sec- | having a suitable heading, and adjacent to
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- 1ts outer vertlﬂa,l edge with a balance- column

“having an appropmate headmg, substantlally
“as set forth., -

3. An account-book havmg lea,ves creased '

s atornearthe middle, each of said leaves being

provided adjacent to its crease with a column ]

. approprlately designated to receive deposit-
- ors’ names, on opposite sides of said column

with columns appropmately designated to re-

70 ceive account entries, and at its outer verti-
cal margin with a column appropriately desig-

- nated to receive the balances of the accounts,

-~ substantially as set forth.

- 4. A ledger having its leaves creased ver-
- 15 tieally at or near the middle, one side of each
| leaf being divided into three daily. columns.

| 'approprlately designated to receive account
entries for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
and its other side being divided into three

20 -similar columns appropriately designated to-

receive account entries for Th ursday, Friday

and Saturday, and each leaf being provided | .- |

between the Monday and Tuesday columns
and between the Thursday and Friday col-

C 2 5 umns with eolumns appropriately deslgnatedl

to receive depomtors names, substantmlly as
'set forth,

5. A ledger havlng 1133 leaves creased ver-

tically at or near the middle, one side of each

leaf being divided into three daily columns 30
appropriately designated to receive account ~
entries for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

and its other side being divided into three

similar colamns approprlately designated to

‘receive account entries for Thursday, Friday 3 5
‘and Saturday, and each leaf being provided

between the Monday and Tuesday columns

| and between the Thursday and Friday col-

umns with colamns appropriately designated
to receive depositors’ names, and at the left 40
of the Monday column with a column appro-
priately designated to receive the balances of

- the accounts, substantially as set forth.

Witness my hand thl& 30th da.y of Apml -

'1903

- 'JAMES H._ 'RAND.- |
Witnesses: = ; | -
CARL F. GEYER,

EMMA M. GRAHAM.
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