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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI,CLYDE H. BURTON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Honeoye
Falls, in the county of Monroe and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Mail-Bag, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates generally to mail-
bags, and more particularly to a bag adapted
for use in connection with the rural free-de-
livery service.

The object of the invention is to obviate
distribution of mail-matter within the wagon

on the partof the carrier and to facilitate de- |

livery of mail to the recipients.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists, generally stated, in'a mail-
bag comprising a plurality of pockets open
at the side, each pocket bearing the name or
other designation of a person for whom the
mail contained therein is intended, combined
with means for preventing the bag from sag-
ging when suspended, with means for sus-
pending the bag while being filled, and with
assembling means for preventing loss of the
mail-matter when once placed within the
pockets. |

Theinvention consists, farther, inthe novel
construction and combination of parts of a
mall-bag of the character specified, as will be
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

in the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
numerals of referenceindicate corresponding
parts, thereis illustrated one form of embodi-
ment of theinvention capable of carrying the
same 1nto practical operation, it being under-
stood that the elements therein exhibited may
be varied and changed as to shape, propor-
tion, and exact manner of assemblage with-
out departing from the spirit thereof, and in
these drawings—

Figurel is a view in perspective of a mail-
bag constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention. Fig. 21is a similar view show-
ing the mail-bag rolled up and as it appears
after the mail-matter has been placed there-
in. Fig. 3 is a view in side elevation of the
upper portion of the bag. |

1he mail-bag (designated generally 1) may
be constructed of any suitable material, such
as leather or canvas, preferably the

| and is by preference made from a single piece

of material folded upon itself and divided
into pockets of the desired size by lines of
stitches 2. By making the bag of one piece of
material the provision of attached bottoms is
obviated, thereby reducing the cost of the
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bagto a minimum; but it will be understood

that, if preferred, the bottoms may be made
as separate elements and associated with the
bag. Oneside of the material is longer than
the other to present side flaps 3, which when
the bag is suspended will operate as guides
to facilitate the insertion of the mail-matter.

The upper and lowerends of the bag have
secared to them, as by being riveted thereto
or otherwise, battens 4, which operate to re-
inforce the ends of the bag against wear to

| prevent bending when rolled up, as shown in

Fig. 2, and also operate to prevent the bag
from sagging when mail-matter is being in-
serted. The batten at the upper end of the
bag has connected with it two loops 5, of any
suitable material, by which the bag is sus-
pended when mail-matteris beinginserted in
the pockets. The upper end of the bag also
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has associated with it a strap 6, which may

be secured to the batten or to the bag, as pre-
ferred, by rivets 7, the buckle S of the strap
being projected but slightly above the said
end of the bag. |

3o

Hach of the pockets or compartments will -

bear the name of the person for whom the con-
tained mail isintended or some other suitable

designation to enable the carrier at a glance

to determine the recipient.

In the use of this device it is suspended in
any sultable manner from the loops 5, and the
mail 18 inserted laterally in the pockets, the
distribution being effected at the post-office
or substation. When filled, the bag is folded,
as shown in Fig. 2, and secured by the strap
6. 'I'he mail-matter will be positively held
within the bag, so that in the event of a run-
away or accident it the bag should be thrown
violently upon the ground the mail-matter
will still remain intact, and thereby obviate
loss and confusion. |

Having thus described the invention, what

i 1 claim 1s— | _
A mail-bag comprising a piece of flexible

material folded upon itself upon a line ex-

latter, | tending longitudinally thereof and divided
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throughout its length into transverse pockets

open at one end, the portion of the piece of .
material which forms the back of the bag be- |

ing wider than the front to present & lateral
flap throughout the length of the bag and
adapted to serve as a guide to said pockets,
transverse terminal battens at both ends of
the bag, a suspending loop at each end of the
upper batten and a strap secured to said up-

per batten between the suspension-loops and 10
adapted to hold the bag when rolled or folded.

In testimony that I ¢claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
CLYDE H. BURTON.

Witnesses:
MARION O. MARTIN,
M. ALICE LILLIBRIDGE.
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