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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknownthatl,CARL K. L. HOEPFINGER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Kan-
sas City, in the county of Jackson and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
usefullmprovementsin Garment-Hangers, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to garment-hangers.

The object of my invention is to provide a
garment-hanger which is cheap to manufac-
ture, efficient in operation, and adapted to
support thereon, so as to retain their proper
shape, a coat, vest, trousers, and a skirt.

My invention provides a bow for support- |

ing the eoat and vest, two transverse bars
connecting the ends of the bow and disposed
one above the other, the upper bar serving
to support the trousers and the lower bar the
skirt, the lower bar further providing means
for preventing spreading of the ends of the
bow and retaining the upper bar securely 1in
position.

My invention provides, further, two mem-
bers slidably mounted on the lower bar and
provided with means for supporting thereon
a garment the weight of which will tilt said
members and hold them locked in position
on the lower bar. |

My invention provides, further, means by
which the said members may be held locked
against the upper bar in a given position.

My invention provides, further, means by
which said slidable members when not sup-
porting a garment may be held forced apart,
30 as to be readily affixed npon a skirt or simi-
lar garment.

Myinvention provides,further,novel means
by which in placing a garment upon the said
slidable membears the members will be caused
to take positions on the bar equally distant
from the ends thereof, thus centrally dispos-
posing the load upon the hanger.

Other novel features are hereinafter fully |
| which is thrust the bar D. Kach member E

desceribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrative |

of my invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation
view of one form of my invention with the
members for supporting the skirt in the ex-
tended position, one of sald members being
shown in vertical central section. Fig. 2isa

F

| below and parallel with the bar C.

| slidable members being shown engaged by a

skirt (indicated by dotted lines) and held
locked on the lower bar by the weight of the
skirt. Fig. 3isasideelevation view, one slid-

I able member being shown in section, of an-

other form of myinvention in which the lower
bar is extended through the ends of the bow

and provided with means for clamping the
bow. In this view the slidable members are.

shown locked upon the lower bar. In this
form of my invention two springs are em-
ployed forforcing theslidable membersapart,
an abutment being provided on the lower bar
between the two members. By this construe-
tion the members are always positioned by
the springs at substantially equal distances
from the ends of the bow. In this form of
myinvention thelower bar is detachable from
the bow. TFig. 4 is a side elevation view of
still another form of my invention in which
the ends of the bow are provided with hooks
upon which is detachablysupported the lower
bar. In this view the lower bar is shown de-
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tached. Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view

taken on the dotted line a b of Fig. 1.
Similar characters of reference indicate
similar parts. |
Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 5, A indicates
the bow, convex on the upper and concave on
the lower sides. Centrally in the upper side
is secured an eye B, by which the bow is sup-
ported. C denotes the upper transverse
straight bar connecting the ends of the bow,
to which it is secured. The upper side of
the bar C is preferably rounded and is adapt-
ed to support thereupon a pair of trousers in-
serted between the bar and the bow. A U-
shaped bar D has its vertical ends secured to
the ends of the bow A. This bar is disposed
It is
made preferably of wire. Upon the bar D
are slidably mounted two members I, each
provided with a hole therethrough through

is provided atits outerend withanoutwardly
and downwardly curved arm F, which serves
to support a skirt G, (shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 2,) the weight of which causes the
arms F to tilt the members E upon the bar D
and cause the said members to be locked

view of the form shown in Fig. 1, also shown | upon the said bar in the position in which
partly in elevation and partly in section, the | they may be set on the bar. When the mem-
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bers I are so tilted upon the bar D, they are | the sl:irt-Suspending device is not desired to

preferably made to engage the under side of
the bar C, thus affording a more securelock-
1Ing arrangement.

tions H, which engage the skirt G and pre-
vent 1ts slipping from the armns. Encireling
the bar D between the members E is a coil-

- spring I, which bears against the inner ends
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of the members E and by its tension causes

the members It when relieved of the weight |

of the skirt G to be normally forced apart
and to the ends of the bar D, as shown in
Fig. 1.

In operating my invention the coat and
vest are placed upon the bow A in the usual
manner. The trousers are then slipped be-
tween the bow and the bar C and permitted
to fold over and hang upon the bar C, as
shown in dotted lines and indicated by J in
Fig. 5. Ifitisnow desired tosuspend a skirt,
the waistband is caused to embrace the arms
F, the members E being moved on the bar D
to a position in which the skirt-band will be
stretched. The weight of the skirt then bear-
Ing upon the arms F causes the members E
to be tilted to the positions shown in Fig. 2,
in which position they will lock upon the bar

- D and against the under side of the bar C.

30

- each other.

35

When so locked, they will not slip toward
The strength of the spring I is
not sufficient to move the members E when
they are locked on the bar D, butis justsuf-
ficient to force the said members outwardly
after they are freed from the skirt.

In the form of my invention shown in Fig.
3 the lower bar (indicated by D’) is placed in

- holes provided in the ends of the bow A. The
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bar D" has a head K at one end and is serew-
threaded at the other end. On the screw-
threaded end outside the bow A, against
which it bears, is a nut L. In this form of
my invention the bar D’ firmly clamps the
bow and prevents its spreading and more se-
curely fastens the bar C in position. In the
center of the bar D’ is rigidly secured a col-

lar M, which serves as an abutment against

~ which bears the inner ends of two coil-springs
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I, the outer ends of which bear, respectively,
upon the inner ends of the members E. By
employing two springs when the skirt is
slipped over the arms If of the members E the
members E will be positioned by the said
springsataboutequal distances from the ends
of the bar I)', and the skirt will thus be sus-
pended centrally on the hanger. In placing

the skirt on the arms F it is first pulled over

- one arm, and the other arm is then forced in-

60

wardly and positioned inside the waistband
of the skirt. The two springs will cause the

two members E to slip to about the same dis-
tances from the abutment or collar M.

In the form shown in Fig. 4 two hooks N
- are inserted vertically in the ends of the bow
65 A. The bar D" in this case is provided at
its ends with the eyes O, adapted to engage
the hooks N and removable therefrom in case

The upper sides of the
arms I are preferably provided with projec-

| to tilt and engage and lock with the upp

be used. The bars D' and D" correspond in
function tothe barD, (shownin Figs. 1 and 2,)
and the members E in each form lock upon
the said bars in a.like manner.

In the form shown in Fig. 4 the spring I
serves the same purpose as the similar spring
in the form shown in Fig. 1.

My invention may be modified in other ways
without departing from its spirit.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent? iS-—.-— _ | - |

1. In a garment-hanger, the combination

‘with a bow, of a transverse bar connecting the

ends of the bow, a second bar also connected

| at its ends to the ends of the bow and dis-
| posed below the first bar, two devices slid-
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ably mounted on the second bar and adapted

when properly tilted thereon to engage and
lock against the upper bar, and a spring for

forcing thesaid devices away from each other.

2. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of a transverse bar connecting the
ends of the bow, a second bar disposed below

' and parallel with the first bar and supported

by the bow, two devices slidably mounted on
the lower bar and disposed so as to, when

| properly tilted, engage with and lock against

the upper bar, the said devices being each
provided with means for supporting a gar-
ment the weight of which through said means
causes the device to be tilted so as to engage
the upper bar, and means for normally fore-
ing the devices away from each other.

5. In a garment-hanger, the combination
witha bow, of a transverse bar connecting the
ends of the bow, a second bar disposed below
and parallel with the first bar, two devices
slidably mounted on the lower bar and pro-
vided each with means for supporting a gar-
ment and at the same time causing the device
er
bar, and a coil-spring encireling the lower bar
and normally foreing the said devices apart.

4. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of a transverse bar connecting the

ends of the bow, a second bar supported by
the bow parallel with and below the first bar,
two devices slidably mounted on the lower
bar and adapted when properly tilted to en-
gage and lock with the upper bar, each of said
devices having an arm for so tilting the de-
vice and adapted to support a garment the
weight of which tiltsthesaid deviceand causes

1t to engage the upper bar, and a coil-spring

encireling the lower bar and normally forcing
the two deviees apart.
5. In a garment-hanger, the combination

with abow, of a transverse bar connecting the

ends of the bow, a second bar disposed below

| and parallel with the first bar and having its
ends detachably connected with the ends of

the bow, two devices slidably mounted on the

lower bar and provided with means for being

tilted on the lower bar so as to engage and

! lock with the first, the said tilting means pro-
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viding for the support of a garment the weight
of which causes the said devices to tilt, and
a spring normally foreing the said devices
apart. |

6. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow provided with a supporting means
and provided with two holes one at each end
of the bow, of a transverse bar connecting the
ends of the bow, a second bar disposed par-
allel with and below the first and releasably
supported in said holes, two members slid-
ably mounted on said lower bar, means by
which said members may be tilted and held
locked in position on the lower bar, and a
spring for normally forcing the said members
apart.

7. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow for supporting a coat or vest, of a
transverse straight bar connecting the ends
of the bow and adapted to support a pair of
trousers upon the upper side of the bar, a sec-
ond bar disposed below and parallel with the
first bar and supported by the bow, and two
members slidably mounted on the lower bar

and provided each with means for engaging

and supporting a garmentthe weight of which
will cause the said members to be tilted and
held locked in position on the lower bar.

3. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow for supporting a coat or vest, of a
transverse straight bar connecting the ends
of the bow and adapted to support on its up-
per side a pair of trousers, a second bar dis-
posed below and parallel with the first bar
and supported by the bow, two members slid-
ably mounted on the lower bar and provided
each with means forengagingand supporting
a garment the weight of which will tilt the
said members and cause them to be held
locked upon the lower bar, and a spring for
normally foreing the members apart when
they have been freed from said garment.

9. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of two transverse bars connect-
ing the ends of the bow, one bar being dis-
posed above and parallel to the other, the

lower bar being provided with means for |

| holding and preventing spreading apart of

the ends of the bow.

10. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of two transverse parallel bars
connecting the ends of the bow and disposed
one above the other, the lower bar extending
through the two ends of the bow, oneend of
the lower bar having a head and the other
end being screw-threaded, and a nut mount-
ed on said screw-threaded end and bearing
against the outer side of the bow.

11. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of two transverse parallel bars
connecting the ends of the bowand disposed
one above the other, two members slidably

mounted on the lower bar and provided each

with means forengaging a garmentthe weight
of which will cause the members to tilt and
be held locked in position on the lower bar,
an abutment on the lower bar between said
two members, and two springs encircling
said lower bar and bearing at their inrer ends
upon said abutment and at their outer ends
upon said members respectively, the said
springs normally forecing the said members
apart. -

12. In a garment-hanger, the combination
with a bow, of two transverse parallel bars
connecting the ends of the bow and disposed

' one above the other, two members slidably

mounted on the lower bar and provided with
means for being tilted so as to engage and
lock with the upper bar the said tilting means
providing for the support of a garment the
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weight of which will so tilt the said members,

an abutment on the lower bar between sald
members, and two springs encircling sald
lower bar and bearing upon said abutment

at their inner ends and ab their outer ends

upon said members respectively, the said
springs normally foreing said members apart.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |
CARL F. L. HOEPFINGER.
Witnesses:
‘WARREN D. HOUSE,
HeEXNRY F. ROSE.
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