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Jo wll whony it maily conceriv: |

Be it known that we, JOSEPH M. FAIR, Jr.,
ORR K. TAYLOR, THOMAS MILLS, and ROBERT
H. L. SNODGRASS, residents of New Martins-
ville, in the county of Wetzel and State of
West Virginia, haveinvented certain newand
useful Improvements in Hitching Devices;
and we do hereby declare the following to be
a tull, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

Ourinvention relates to an improved hitch-
ing device, the object of the invention being
to pmvide improvements of this charaeter
which may be used in cities and towns for-
bidding the use of ordinary hitching-posts,
and, further, to provide an improved tube or
casing embedded in the ground and contain-
ing a nitching-chain or other flexible connect-
ing device normally held ineclosed or for the
most part inclosed in the casing or tube and
returned to such position by a weight, and
provide improved means for locking the
chain extended any desired distance.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in certain novel features of construc-

tion and combinations and arrangements of |
parts, as will be more fully hereinafter de- |

seribed, and pointed out in the claims.

I{n the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aviewin longitudinal section illustrating our
improvements. IKig. 2 is a plan view of the
cap, and Kig., 3 is a view 1llustrating the
hitching-chain drawn out to a position for
hitehing.

1 represents a tube or cylindrical casing,
preferably of metal, either cast or drawn, or
1t may be made of composition or any suit-
able material and may be otherwise shaped.

T'his casing is open at its bottom to permit

any water which may find its way into the
casing to escape, and before Inserting the cas-
ing mto the ground the hole is dun' suifi-

elently large and deep to allow of the inser-
tion of sand and gravel to permit free drain-
age from the tube or casing, and thereby pre-
vent freezing. |
The upper end of the tube 1 18 externally
screw-threaded to engage screw-tareads in a
This cap can, however, be

cap or closure 3.

| secured in various other ways, but is prefer-

ably water-tight and easily removable to per-
mit ready access to the interior of the casing
when desired.

The cap 3 has in one side a depression or
pocket 4, the rear or inner wall of which be-
ing approximately vertical and made with an
opening 5 for the passage of achain 6 or other
flexible connecting device, and when the
term ‘‘chain” is hereinafter mentioned it is
to be understood that it includes any flexible
connecting device-—such as a rope, cable,
wire, &e.—which could be erowded into the

notch, or such flexible device may be pro-

vided with knots or projections. This chain
6 at its inner end is secured to the cap 3 and
is passed below a roller 7on a weight 3. The
welght is just sufficient to roturn the chain
to the casing when released, as will herein-
after appear.

The top 8* of the cap 3 is preferably cut
away somewhat and is made with an angular
or L.-shaped slot or recess 9, into which the
chain can be inserted to lock it in any posi-

| tion, and a depending arm 10 is provided on

the cap to limit the upward movement of the
weight. The outer end of the chain has a
snap-hook 11 and has an enlargement or but-

ton 12 thereon to limit the inward movement

of the chain, thus serving as a stop therefor.

In operation when it is desired to hitch an
animal the chain is pulled out through the
cap any desired distance and moved into the
slot or recess 9 to relieve the animal of the
pull of weight 8, and when the animal 18 re-
leased and the chain moved out of slot or re-
cess 9 the weight will draw the greater por-
tion of the cham into the casing.

Slicht changes might be made in the gen-
eral form a,nd armngement of the parts de-
sceribed without departing from our inven-
tion, and hence we do not confine ourselves
to the precise construction set forth, but con-
sider ourselves at liberty to make such slight
changes and alterations as fairly fall within

the spirit and scope of our invention.

Having fully deseribed ourinvention, what
we elalm as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. In a hltehlfﬂﬂ‘ device, the combination

| with a casing, of a ﬂexible connecting device
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secured at one end in the casing, a weight to |

draw the same into the casing, means for
limiting the inward movement of the con-
necting device, and means for locking it pro-
jected any desired distance.

2. In a hitehing device, the combination
with a casing, of a cap closing the casing, a
chain secured at itsinner end to the cap and
projecting through the same, a snap-hook on

the ounter end of the chain, and an enlarge-

ment or button thereon to limit the inward
movement of the chain, a weight in the cas-
ing having a pulley or roller supported on
the chain, and means on the cap to lock the
chain projected any desired distance.

3. In a hitehing device, the combination
with a tube or cylindrical casing embedded
in the ground and open at its bottom, of a
cap secured on the-upper end of the tube or
casing to lie fiush with the ground, a chain,
rope, or other flexible connecting device, se-
cured at 1ts inner end to the eap, and pro-
jecting through an opening therein, a weight
supported on the intermediate portion of the
chain in the casing, and said cap having an
angular slot or recess therein to receive the
eham and lock 1t in any position.

4., In a hiteching device, the combmatlon
with a tube or eylmdrlcal casing to be em-

the tube or casing and having a depression
or pocket therein, a chain passed through an
opening in the wall of said pocket and se-
cured to the inner face of the cap, a weight

on the intermediate portion of the chain in

the casing, the top of the cap over the pocket

| having an anﬂ‘ulal slot or recess therein to re-

ceive the eh.;un and loek it projected any de-
sired distance.

5. In a hitehing devwe, the combination
with a tube or cylindrical casing embedded
in the ground, open at its bottom and sup-
ported on a gravel or other draining bed, of
a cap secured on the tube or casing, a chain
secured to the cap and projecting through an
opening therein, a weight on the intermedi-
ate portion of the ¢hain in the casing, means
on the cap for limiting the upward movement
of the weight, and means on the cap for lock-
ing the chain projected any desired distance.

In testimony whereof we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

J. M. FAIR, JR.

O. E. TAYLOR.
THOMAS MILLS.

R. E. L. SNODGRASS.

Witnesses:

GLEN SNODGRASS,
CHoAs. W. BARRICK.
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