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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, AUGUSTUS D. BELL, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan, in the county and State of New York,
haveinvented new and useful Improvements
in Placket-Fasteners, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The present invention relates to garment-
fasteners, and has particular application to
a new and improved clasp or fastener de-
signed especially for use on the plackets of
skirts and analogous garments.

Incarryingout the presentinventionI have

particularly in contemplation the production |

of a clasp which may be secured to the placket
of the skirt in such manner that when the
placket is closed the fastener or clasp will be

invisible, so that the skirt will present a neat

and tidy appearance, thereby effecting a de-
parture from the bulky untidy seam and pro-
truding fasteners ordinarily incident to the
placket-clasps commonly in use.

A further object of the present invention
is to devise a placket-closer which will re-
place the hooks and eyes, slides, and like ar-
ticles usually employed.

My clasp is entirely covered when closed
and is so constructed that the fastener can-
not open accidentally, any strain or pull upon
the skirt or upon the fastener fixing the same
more firmly in the cloth.

Still another object of my invention i1s to
provide a fastenerof the type described which
will embody the essential and desired fea-
tures of simplicity, durability, inexpensive-
ness, and convenience.,

With the above-recited objects and others
of asimilar nature in view my invention con-
sists in the construction, combination, and
arrangement of parts, as is described in this
specification, delineated in the accompany-
ing drawings, and set forth in the appended
claims.

Referenceis to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a view of the inside of the back
portion or placket of a garment having my
improvements applied thereto. Ifig. 2 is a

view of the same.

| ing the placket in its closed position, the fas-

tener being firmly concealed when the skirt
is closed, as is shown in this figure, the posi-
tion of the fastener beneath the cloth being
shown in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a view in
cross-section, taken through the placket and
the fastener and showing the mannerin which
the cloth of the garment is gripped and held
in the fastener. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
of one of the clasps forming the placket-closer.
Fig. & is a longitudinal vertical sectional
Fig. 6 is a perspective
view of the base-plate, showm particularly
the shape of the lugs thereon; and Fig. 7 18
a perspective view of the top plate, shawmﬂr
the pivots formed thereon.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ings in detail, A designates the skirt, the
rear edge portions ¢ and 6 of which form the
placket-opening at the back and are designed
to be closed through the medium of my im-
proved fastener- clasp One of the vertical
edge portions of the cloth at the placket-
opemnﬂ'—sueh for instance, as the edge b'—
is folded or doubled inward upon itself, and
to the under surface of this edge are adapted

| to be stitched orotherwise secured the clasps

forming the means of retaining the placket in
its closed position, the construction being
such that when the clasps are stitched to this
fold the threads will not show on the outside
of the garment, thereby preventing marring
the appearance of the same.

My improved fastening -clasp, which 1is
clearly shown in Figs. 4 and 5, comprises a
base or lower plate 5, having thewm small
periorations 6, desig ned to permit the passage
of the seeuring-thleads said base-plate hav-
ing a lip portion 7 stamped therefrom and
bent upward and inward, said lip being de-
signed to perform a function hereinafter men-
tioned. The rear portion of the plate is pro-

vided with two parallel slots, the material of

the plate between said slots forming a tongue,

which I have indicated by the numeral S8,

while on either side of the tongue, at the rear
reduced edge of the plate, are formed vertical

| lugs 9 9, having perforations therein for the

purpose of receiving the pivot-pins 10 10 of
the upper or pivoted top plate 11. This top
plate 11 is formed, preferably, as shown in
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1s slightly concaved in the central portion of
the plate, the front end of such plate belng
bent over and under and having teeth, as at

12, formed at the edge thereof, said teeth ex-

tending approximately parallel with the un-
der surface of the plate 11, so that any direct
pull of the material away from the plate when
the material is engaged with the teeth will
cause a firmer and more secure penetration
of such teeth. The rear end portion 13 of
the top plate 11 is also bent downward at ap-
proximately right angles relative to the main
portion of the plate, such rear end 13 being
normally designed when the fastenerisclosed,
as 1s shown in Fig. 5, toabut or rest upon the
rear end portion of the tongue 3 of the base-
plate; but when the upper plate 11 is swung
over this end portion 13 will press the tongue
8 downward, the tongue holding the plate 11
in its open position and giving a spring ten-
sion thereto. In order that the member 11
may not be swung back too far upon its piv-
ots 10 10, the rear end portions of the lugs 9,
which portions are designated by the charac-
ter 92, are bent or pressed toward each other,
so that the distance between the front edges
of the members 9 9 is greater than the dis-
tance bevween the rear or inwardly-pressed
edges thereof, the inwardly turned or pressed
edges of the lugs limiting the movement of
the top plate 11 by pressing against the side
edges of the same when the top plate is ap-
proximately at right angles. In order that
the top plate may be mounted relative to the
bottom plate so that no projecting edges are
left between the lugs and the top plate, the
pivots 10 are bent slightly downward and out-
ward, as shown at 14, so that while the plate
may move or swing freely on said pivots the
appearance of the fastener will not be de-
tracted from nor will there be projecting por-
tions or edges for the garment to catch upon.

From the above deseription, takenr in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, the
manner of applving and .using my improved
fastener-clasp will be readily apparent. The
base-plate 5 is secured to the strip or fold b’
through the medium of threads passing
through the apertures 6 therein, and when it
1s desired to close the placket the opposite
edge a of the garment is brought over and
placed upon the edge b, as is clearly shown
inFig.1. Of course any number of fasteners

desired may be employed, three or four being |
ordinarily sufficient, and the edge a may be |

moved up until it lies against the vertical lug
members 9 of each fastener, thus insuring
that there will be no sagging of the skirt at
the placket, as the lugs 9 are all in vertical
alinement, and the edge of the placket-open-
ing will lie in a straight lins.
or upper plates 11 may then be snapped down
to engage with the edge a, the teeth entering
and securely clasping the material, while the
lip 7 will pressor direct the material up against
the teeth, asis clearlyshownin Fig.3. When

|
|
|

w45,766

the skirt has been closed—that is, in position
for use—the placket will present the appear-
ance substantially shown in Fig. 2, the fas-
tener being entirely concealed.

While I have herein shown and described
one embodiment of my invention, it i1s of
course 1o be understood that I do not confine
myself to all the precise details of construe-
tion enumerated, as there may be modifica-
tions and variations in certain respects with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention
or sacrificing any of the advantages thereof.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A placket-fastener comprising a base
member, vertical lugs formed at the rear of
said base member, the rear vertical edge por-
tions of thelugs being bent toward each other,
and a top member pivoted to saild lugs, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. A placket - fastener comprising a base
member, having apertures therein for the pas-
sage of threads, vertical lugs formed at the
rear of said base member, the rear vertical
edge portions of the lugs being bent toward
each other,a spring-tongue formed of the ma-
terial of the base member and lying between
sald lugs, a top or upper member pivoted to
sald lugs, the rear end portion of the top be-
ing bent at right angles to the main portion
thereof and designed to press upon and force
the tongue downward when such top member
1s moved upon its pivot, and teeth formed at
the free end of the pivoted member, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. The combination of a base member, ver-
tical lugs formed at the rear of the base mem-
ber, the rear portions of said lugs being bent
toward each other, a top member, pivots con-

necting the top member with the lugs, said

pivots being inclined downward and outward,
and teeth formed at the free end of the top
member, substantially as set forth.

4, The combination with a skirt or analo-

gous article, of a placket-fastener comprising
a base plate or member, lugs formed on said
base member, a top member, pivots connect-
ing the top member with the lugs, said pivots

being inclined downward and outward, in-

wardly-turned teeth formed at the free end
of the top member, the construction being
such that when the base-plate is secured to
the skirt through the medium of threads pass-
ing through apertures therein and the mate-

| rial of the skirt is passed between the pivoted

l
|
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member and the base member, stich material
will be engaged by the teeth of the pivoted
member, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

The pivoted | name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.
AUGUSTUS D. BELL.
Witnesses: | | |
JNO. M. RITTER,
R. B. CAVANAGH.
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