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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JACOB PARKER PHIL-
LIPS, of Yantley, in the county of Choctaw
and State of Alabama, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Trace-End-
Supporting Devices, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to devices designed
to be associated with the connecting mems-
bers interposed between the breeching, hip-
strap, and holdback-strap of ordinary horse-
harness for supporting the trace ends when
the same are detached from theswingletreeto
obviate the necessity to doubling up and ty-
ing sald ends, as is the common custom, to
prevent the same from trailing on the ground.

One of theobjects of theinvention is to pro-
vide a retalner or support which will firmly
hold the trace ends, which is adapted to beap-
plied to the ordinary ring used for connecting
the breeching, hip-strap, and holdback-strap.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a cheap retainer or support designed to
be readily attached to a set of harness, which
will firmly hold the trace end, but which will
release the same if an undue strain 1s put
thereupon.

Other objects of the invention will appear
and the many advantages thereof be appre-
ciated when the same is better understood.

The invention includes the combination
and construction of parts, as will be herein-
after described, and particularly pointed out
in the ¢laim.

While the invention is susceptible of many
modifications, 1 have illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings and shall hereinafter
describe what is now conceived to be the two
preferred embodiments of the same.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the invention applied to the ordinary
coupling-ring.
same. I'ig.s1s atrontelevationthereoi, and
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a modification.

It has been deemed necessary to disclose
but a part of one side of a set of harness to
fully illustrate the application of my inven-
tion, the parts shown including the connect-
ed ends of the breeching «, holdback-strap
b, hip-strap ¢, and the ordinary connecting
or coupling ring d.

The support formmv the subJeet of this

Fig. 2 18 a side view of the |
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¢ to hold the clip in position.

application is comprised of a spring-clip de-
signed to be attached to the ring d, having a

recelving member for the trace end for hold-

ing the same in place under spring tension.
The particular embodiment of the invention
disclosed herein includes a clip comprising
two legs or members ¢ f, one of which, ¢, may
be termed 2 ‘“supporting-leg,” as it engages
directly with the trace to hold or support
the same, while the other member, /, may
be designated the ‘‘attaching-leg,” it being
utilized more directly for engaging the ring
The clip as
an entirety is preferably constructed of a
single length of resilient wire or wire having
a limited amount of resiliency.

In the preferred form of the invention the
end of the leg fis bent around the ring d be-
tween the breeching and the hip-strap to
form an eye ', which encompasses said ring,
and the major portion of said leg is then ex-
tended substantially diametrically across the
ring ¢ apon the inner side of the same to a
point between the breeching and the hold-
back-strap, where it is given a lateral bend
to provide an offset /%, which projects within
the cirecumference of the ring, and from this
oifset the leg is bent back and around the
ring, forming part of an eye g, which termi-
nates in the lower end of the member which
has been designated the ‘‘supporting-leg,”

said lower end forming a part of said eye g.
The membere is substantially straight for the
major portion of its length and extends sub-
stantially diametrically across the ring d,
upon the outer side of the same, approxi-

mately in parallelism with the legf, and ter-’

minates in a laterally-disposed ring or eye ¢/,
which provides a wide bearing part to wmde
the trace in inserting the same in the halder
The tracen when detached from the swingle-
tree is slipped down in between the leg ¢ and
the ring d, the resiliency of said leg being suf-
ficient to firmly hold the trace in place. |

As will be noted, the leg f engages the ring
d at two substantmlly diametrically oppos1te
points, and this form of connection serves to
hold the elip in substantially a vertical posi-
tion with the opening /1, leading into the loop
formed by the legs e f, presented upwardly to
receive the trace.

The clip disclosed is adapted to be applied
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to connecting-rings d of varying sizes, thus
adapting the holder to varying sizes of har-
ness.

The modified construction of ¢lip disclosed
in Fig.4, like the preferred form, is construct-
ed of a single length of wire and includes an
attaching and supporting member. The at-
taching member, however, instead of being
bent around the ring to form the eye f” is
provided with a 100p 1, designed to engage
sald ring,thisloop ha,vmﬂ'a contraeted spring-—
mouth m, leading thereinto. To place this
form of clip upon the ring ¢, the latter is
forced through the mouth m and into the loop
1, the part of the ring between the holdback-
strap and the breeching having been pre-
viously forced into the eye nn, formed by the
connecting portions between the attaching
and supporting members.

The construction and operation of my in-
vention will be readily understood upon ref-
erence to the foregoing description and ac-
companying drawings, and it will be appre-

ciated that the parts and combinationsrecited |

745738

| may be varied within a wide range without

departing from the spirit of the same.
Having thus described my invention, what

is elalmed as new, and desn‘ed to be seeured

by Letters Patent is—

The combmatlon with a connecting-ring, of
a trace- Supportmﬂ‘ clip extending across the
ring and comprising a leg havmu' an attach-
ing portion at each end thereof engaging the
ring and 4 supporting member forming a con-
tinuation of one of said_ends, said support-
ing member extending substantially in par-
allelism with said attaching member,substan-
tially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name, in the presence of two attest-
ing witnesses, at Yantley, in the county of
Choctaw and State of Alabama, this the 6th

| day of January, 1903.

JACOB PARKER PHILLIPS.

Witnesses: |
J. H. BRYAN,
J. H. DAVISON.
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