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To all whom it may concer:

Beitknownthatl, LEONIDAS A. PRESTON, a |

citizen of the United States,residing at Cheap-

side, in the county of Gonzales and State.of

Texas, have invented a new and useful Wire-

Stretcher, of which the following is a specifi- |
| | the lever15 about five inches long and located
‘about six inches from the sharpened end of

cation. | | | |
This invention relates to implements em-

ployed in connection with the building of

fences, more particalarly with the stretching

ployed in connection with various other parts
of the work, and has for its object the con-
struction of a simple easily-operated device

which may be employed for various purposes

in connection with the building of fences
and which may be operated by one man in
performing the various steps necessary in
stretehing and securing the wire or withdraw-
ing the staples when repairing or removing
fences and which may also be employed to as-

~ gist in setting the posts; and the invention
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consists in certain novel features of consirue-
tion, as hereinafter shown and deseribed, and

specified in-the claim.

In the drawingsillustrative of the inven-
tion, Figure 118 a plan view of the device ap-

plied to illustrate its constraction and mode
Fig. 2 18 a perspective view, |

of operation.
enlarged, of the operative end of the imple-
ment to illustrate more fully its construction.

‘Theimproved implement consists in a stock
or shank 10 of any suitable length and size,
preferably formed of a steel bar, but which
may be made of iron tipped with steel at one

~end, this end preferably having a pair of its
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opposite sides flattened and beveled to form

asharpened engagingend,whichis bifurcated

to forin a claw 11. IR
Attached to one side of the handle member

10, spaced from the claw end, is a hanger 12,

having ears 13 14, between which a short le-

“ver 15 is pivoted by one end, as shown, to

overlie one of the flattened faces of the shank
and to swing toward and from the same in a
direct eentral line, the pivot 16 of the lever

- passing through the ears and transversely

K0

through the lever. The freeend of the lever
15 is formed with a backwardly-turned wire-
engaging hook 17, the interior of the hook be-
ing V-shaped and adapted toengage and sup-
port a wire by friction alone. . The opposite

cated in fall lines in Fig. 1.

| end of the shank 10 ig a,dapted to beemployed

as a tamp, and may be enlarged, as indicated

at 18, to increase its effectiveness when thus 55

employed.

I'he shank 10 will 'ordi‘narily be about three
feetlong and about one inch in diameter, with

6o

the bar; but these dimensions may be varied

and the implement increased or decreased
in size and length, as required, to adapt it
to larger orsmaller fences, and I do not, there-
fore, wish to belimited in any manner to any

proportions or specific sizes of the parts, as

they may be varied at will without departing
from the prineiple of the invention.

In using the instrument-the wire is engaged
with the hook 17, which opens in alinement
with the post-engaging face of the lever 10,
and the claw end 11 placed against the post
on the opposite side from the direction from
which the wire is to be drawn, as 1ndi-
‘The operator
then carries the handle member 10 around
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horizontally into the position indicated by

the dotted linesin Fig. 1, the post (indicated

at 19) becoming a fulerum to the handle mem-
ber, and the-strain exerted on the wire is in
a direet line with the fulerum-point of the le-
ver10. Thisaction draws the wire (indicated
at 20) across the post and slightly bends it
thereover in proper position to be secured in

the usual mannerby staples or other suitable

means. Inoperating the device the operator

will preferably stand in front of the imple-

ment, so that when turned to the position
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1 he can hold 1t
in its operated position by his body, thusleav-

| ing both hands free to be employed in secur-

ing the wire by the staples. This is an im-
portant feature of the invention and greatly
increagses its convenience and efficiency.
Thesharpenedendisanimportantfeatureof
the invention, as it serves to form for itself a
cavity in the soft wood of the post, which pre-
ventsitsslipping whenoperated. Then,again,

the sharpened end serves an imporfant pur-

pose in providing for the use of the imple-

‘mentin loosening the earth when digging the

holes for the fence-posts, and the elaw feature
renders the implement very convenient as a
staple-drawer when repalring oOr removing
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fences. The opposite end of the shank 10is | ing a pair of its opposite sides at one end flat-

adapted to be employed for tamping the earth
around the fence-posts when setting them and

to this end may be slightly enlarged at 18, as
before mentioned. The implement thus be-

comes a very useful one, capable of being em-
ployed for many purposes in building fences
and in performing similar work.

The hanger 12 isshown secured fo the stock
10 by two bolts 21 22, but may be riveted or
otherwise secured to the stock instead of be-
ing bolted, if preferred.

The hook member 17 will be formed with a
slightly - rounded interior configuration, so
that 1t will grip the wire without abrading it,
thus obviating liability of the wire breaking
when bent.

Having thus described the invention, what
I1s claimed is—

A wire-stretcher comprising a shank hav- |

tened and beveled to form a sharpened end
for engagement with a fence-post, said end

- being bifurcated to form a claw, a hanger re-

movably attached to the shank coincident
with one of the flattened faces and having a
pair of spaced ears, and a lever pivoted be-
tween said ears to overlie and swing toward
and from the adjacent flattened face in a di-
rect central line, said lever having its free
end bent laterally and backward to form a
wire-engaging hook disposed in line with the
axial center of the shank.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
LEONIDAS A. PRESTON.
Witnesses:
B. SCHIWETZ,
PAUL DORN CLUTA.
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