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| portable bath-mats, and has for its object to
1o provide a

Ly

~ spilling the water,and safely carried to a place
of emptying and then emptied as a vessel.
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To all whonw it mal conCerm: -

Be it known that I, WILLARD E. ALLEN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at To-~
ledo, in thecounty of Lucasand State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Improvement ;
in Portable Bath-Mats, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. .

My invention relates to an improvement in

simple, inexpensive, and portable
device of the kind npon which the bather may
stand and that is adapted to receive and re- .
tain the eseaping water and by means of
which a shower, sponge, or fountain-brush
bath may be taken in any room without wet-
ting the floor or carpet; furthermore, that
may be conveniently lifted after bathing,with
the water collected therein,withoutdanger of

A further object is to provide a device of
the kind that may be folded and rolled into
a4 compact package convenient for shipment
or packing in a trunk. - | |

] accomplish these objects. by construct- |
ing my invention as hereinafter described,
claimed, and illustrated in the drawings, In
which— | - -

Figure 1 is an isoimetric view of my inven-
tion ready for use. Fig. 2 is an isometric
view of a mat constructed in accordance with
my invention when lifted with water therein
by the radial cords. Fig. 3isa cross-section |
through the rim of the mat, and Fig. 4 is a
plan view of a mat provided with a modified
form of flexible rim-supports and means for |
lifting the mat with water therein. i

In the drawings, 1 designates the mat,which

shallow-cupped mat thus formed.

orvious flexible fabric 2 and a rim-band 9,

as hereinafter described. | |
Rim-band 3 is formed of a narrow strip 4

of flexible fabric doubled to one-half of its |
width and having the longitudinal marginal |
| Strip 4 |

is of a length slightly less than the combined |

portions suitably secured together.

length of the edges of the square 2, so that

is constructed of a single square piece of im- 1

40 D . |
preferably secured together to form the mat, !

when donbled, as described, and connected
together at the ends to form the rim-band 3
the area that may be inclosed by the band 18
less than the area of the square 2.

square 2 is
the edge formed by the conjoined marginsot
the strip 4 uppermost and with the central
body portion of the square 2 sagged within

‘the band 3 to the level of the folded edge of
‘the band. Equal marginal portions 5 along

the sides of the square 2 are then bighted over
the top edge of the band, and the margin o,
the top of the band 3, and the body of the
square are then stitched through or other-
wige snitably secured together to form a rim
6, the corners of the square being suitably
infolded to slightly round the corners of the

To support the flexible rim 6 so that the
mat 1 will retain water when lying on the

| flgor and to provide means for lifting the mat

with water therein, rim 6 is provided with
oyelets 7 at regular intervals in the sides of

. To secure the squére 2 to the band 3, the
placed over the band 3, having
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the rim, through each of which there 18 se- -

eured to the rim a cord 8, which is extended
and secured to a common ring or other suit-

able connection 9 central to the square Z.
Thus construeted it is manifest that the mat
will in use retain a considerable quantity of

| water and that when lifted with water therein
by the central connection 9 of the radial cords

3the mat will assume the conformation shown
in Fig. 2, forming the radial outfolds 10 and
infolds 11, and may be carried thus to the
place of emptying. |

To empty the water

L

is held suspended from its central connection

8 by one hand, and all but one of the outfolas

10 being gathered in the other the water may

be as readily emptied through the free out-

fold 10 as through thespout of a vessel. When

the mat is emptied, it may be formed into a
compact roll for shipment or packing in a

trunk by first folding it one or more times to
| form either triangles or squares and then roll-

ing it up and securing it in & rolled form by
tapes, elastic bands, or other siuitable fasten-
ings.. | |

In Fig. 4
triangular pieces

[ have shown a mat in which four

their apexes 13 secured to the central connec-
tion 9 and with their bases 14 secured cenfrally
to the adjacent sides of the rim 6 of the mat
are substituted for the cords 8. The pieces 12
| are provided with perforations15, whichallow

from the mat, the mat.

12 of suitable fabrie with
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the water to readily run through them when
the mat is lifted by the central connection 9.
In this form of mat the water may be em ptied
from the mat and the mat folded and rolled

in the same manner as when cords are used.
What I claim to be new is—

In a portable bath-mat, the combination of
a flexible band with a central body of imper-
vious fabric of larger area than inclosed by
the band, secured to the top portion of the

band by a marginal bight of the body inclos-
ing the top of the band and stitched through |

745,553

| thebight, the band,and the body, to form a rim

around the body; and flexible supports for the
rim radiating from a common connection cen-
tralabove the body and secured to the sides of

the rim at intervals substantially as shown
and described, and for the purpose set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set, my
hand this 27th day of May, A. D. 1902.
| WILLARD E. ALLEN.
Witnesses: | | |
FrRED K. McCasSgrY,
EDITH SCHAEFER.
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