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To all whom Ut nmy COTLCOTTL:

Be it known that I, ROYAL MARION HAM-
MOND, a citizen of the United States of Amer--
ica, 1681d1nn' at Portis, in the county of Os-
borne and State of Kansa's', have invented cer- .
tain new and useful Improvements in Kafir-
Corn Headers, of which the following is a
- specification, reference being had therem toz

the accompanying drawings.

My invention has for its purpose the pro- -
vision of an inexpensive, simple, yet ex-.
tremely useful attachment for farm-wagons
to be employed in the heading of Kafir corn.
This device has the further purpose of en--
a0ling one man to head the corn, when here-

tofore in regions where this corn is raised at

this operation.

The specific eonetruetwu of my devwe
whereby these purposes are accomplished will-

~appear from the following description and
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will be readily understood by reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s an end view of my device at-
tached toa wagon-body. Fig.2isaside view
of the device as it appears When attached to
a wagon. -

Referring now more partlcularly to the
drawings, 1 represents a wagon-axle having

wheels
wagon-body 2.

thel eon - snpportmﬂ' the ordlnary
Within the wagon- body 2 is

the rear or end gate 3,secured thereinin any
Upon this gate 3 is placed

ordinary manner.
a second tail-gate 4, which is “shown in Kig.
1, with a cuttmo'-plate 4'. The knife 5 con-
sists of a blade having a cutting edge and is

~shown in a rectangular form, though.any
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other form will serve the purpose.: This knife

5 is pivoted to the tail-gate 4 upon the edge
4', as shown at 6, being remnovably secured '

| the1e0n by a bolb and nub but may be at:

tached by any well-known means. Secured

~near the pivoted end of the knife 5 at the
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of the wagon to the staple 12.
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point 8 is the angularly-disposed portion of
an arm 7, extending outwardly from the body
of the wagon To thls armissecured aspring
11, which is attached at the base of the body
T'his spring
by means “of the arm 7 is kept out of contact
with the wagon-wheel. "If serves to normally
hold the kmfe in an elevated position by

means of its retractive force eer I;ed at the |

o end of the arm or lever 7.
other end of the knife at 10 is a second arm

rod 135.

9, which is slightly arched in the portion ex-
tendmﬂ' beyond the knife, asseen at 10'. The

- Secured to the
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end of this arm 9 is perforated to receive the

Any other means of attaching this

rod may be employed; but this is simple and

effective. This rod 15 has a long portion 20
extendmg down the body of the wagon and

| 60‘_

slidably mounted ind a bracket 17, while above |

the body of the wagon is an iliwa,rdly-bent

portion 14 of the rod. 15, which is secured to
the arm 9, as above described. Secured to
the body of the wagou is a brace 13.

2, and bracket 17 is attached to this portion
ot the brace..

This
brace extends a bhOIt distance below the body

| Above the body portion the
| brace 13 extends inwardly at an angle to the
portion lying along the body of the wagon. .
This upper portmn is bent in upon itself in

substantlally U shape, the end being secured =

by a piece 13’ to the upwardly-extending arm,

thereby forming a closed slot 19, which ex:-
tends toapproximately the level of the wagon-
body. Within thisslot the arm 9 of the knlfe
5 extends and is guided thereby in its up-
ward-and-downward movement. To the tail-

gate 4 is secured a handle 18, which faeili-

tates the handling of the gate.

The operation of my devme is as follows
The operator,standing upon theground,places
the heads of Kafir ecorn over the edge of the

tail-gate 4, and then placing one foot in the
| stirrap 16, connected with the lower end of
rod 20, pressee down upon the same, thereby
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drawmg down upon the rod 15, attached tothe

knife 5, and forces the same against the
| stalks of the corn and in this way severing

the heads therefrom, much in the nature of_' L
‘The heads

the action of a pair of seissors.
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fall into the wagon-body, and the stalks are

| formed into a pile or shock near the wagon,

as is well known in the art. In this way one

man can drive to his field and there head his

Kafir corn without any assistance whatever
or need of a second party to handle either a

knife or to pass the corn up to him to be
headed in the wagon, as is the usnal practlce

_ among the growers of this produect.
~“Many chanﬂes of detall may be madein my
_deviee, and though but one form of the same

is herein disclosed I do not wish to be limited
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{o the specific details of this present con- |

struction, and also to be protected in those
changes whleh may be made and yet not de-
part from the spirit of my invention.

Having now fully described my invention
and the operation thereof, what I claim, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States, is—

1. Inaheading device, a pivotally-mounted
cutting member, means for guiding the same
having a slot therein to receive the cutter,
means connected with said cutter and the
frame of the device for normally elevating
the cutter, means for depressing the said
member, and means connected with said cut-
ter and the frame of the device for guiding
the last-named means, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. Ina heading device of the type set forth,
the combination with an end-gate of a wagon-
body, of a knife or cutter pivotally mounted

thereon, a guide for said cutter mounted on :

the wagon comprising a slotted bar mounted
on the wagon-body adapted to receive the
cutter therein, a rod earrying a stirrup se-
cured to said knile whereby the same may be
operated by means of the foot, and means for
retracting said cutter to an elevated position,
substantially as described. .

3. In a cutting device of the type set forth, 3o

the combination with the wagon-body, of cut-

ting means pivotally mounted thereon, arms

i secured in either end of the cuttmw means,

one of said arms being angularly dlsposed to
the same, means for e]eva,ting sald cutting
means secured to the said arm, a slotted guide
member adapted to receive the other of said
arms, and means connected with said arm
adapted to actuate the cutting means, sub-
stantially as described.

4. In combination with a wagon-body, an
end-gate, a knife pivoted thereon, a guide-
bar having a slot therein to receive said knife,
means for normally holding said knife in an
elevated position;above the end-gate, and
means adapted to be operated by the foot for
operating the knife, comprising a rod secured
to an arm mounted thereon, a guide for said
rod secured to the said guide-bar for said
knife, and a stirrup mounted at the lower end
of sald rod, substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

ROYAL MARION HAMMOND.

Witnesses: |
WILBERT TIGLEY BELL,
WM. JUSTIN GARRETT.
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