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To all whom it mcty CONCErIL:

Be it known that I, LA FAYETTE WILDER- |

MUTH, a citizen of the United States, residing
atb Cclumbus, in the county of Franklin and

State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-
ful Grass - Receptacle for Lawn - Mowers, of
~which the following is a specification.

"My invention relates to UF&SS-IGCBPTHC]GS
for lawn-mowers, such as are represented in

‘Letters Patent No. 715,721, granted to me De- |
In said patent there.is rep-

cember 9, 1902,
resented a framewcrk which i1s extensible

transversely for attachment to mowers of va- |

rying widths, said frame being provided with

and contact with the ground, especially when
the receptacle is loaded or partially loaded
with grass.

links. This arrangement has in practice

proven satisfactory for attaching the device-

to mowers in which said slots are disposed

upon the outer faces of the mower-frame, but
has been found to be defective to the extent |
thatin some types of mowers the slots are dis-

posed upon the inner faces of the frame, thus

rendering impossible attachment of the re-
‘ceptacle thereto by thls partlcular form of con-
nection.

The. present mventlcn has fcr lts ob,]ects to

obviate these objectionable features and to
improve generally the construction and op-
eration of devices of this character, produc-
ing one in which the bottom of the receptacle

will at no time sag and one in which the re-

ceptacle may be readily attached to all types
of mowers now in general use. -
To these ends the invention comprises the

novel details of construction and combination

of parts more fully’ hereinafter described.
In the acccmpanymg drawings, Figure 1 is

A perspective view of myimproved receptacle.
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Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the same.

Fig. 3is detail section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.
- Fig. 4isa viewof the skeleton frame with the
covering and _b_ottom removed.
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a fabric covering constituting its side and
end and bottom. It has been found in prac-
tice that when the frame is not extended to |
‘its fullest extent the fabric bottom,which un-
der such conditions will be loose, tends tosag

~ In the construction of said pat- |
ent the frame-is also provided with forwardly-
extending arms carrying hooks for engage-.
ment W1th the slots in the roiler- adgustmg-

" Refer ring to the dr awmge, my im pr oved re-

ceptacle has, as in my prior patent, a skele-

ton frame ccnmstmcr of a top frame-section 1
and a bottom frame section 2, each ccmpceed_
of a suitable length of wire or rod-iron bent
" The tcp frame consists of side bars

to shape.
3, a rear connecting-bar 4, frontdownwardly-
extendmg vertical arms- 5 each provided at

s S |

1 its lower end with an eye 6 formed by coil-

ing or bending the wire of the frame upon

itself at said points, while the bottom framse
consists of side bars 7, a rear connecting-bar

8, and front guide bar's ormembers 9, carrled

one by each cf the side bars and extendmﬂ' )

transversely across the frame in contact one

i with the other and in parallel ovellapped re-
lation, the bottom frame being pivotally con- -
.-nected with the top frame by extending the
onides 9 through the eyes 6, all as shown and
_ 'described in my prior patent._
{ ference between the two constructions resides -
in the fact that in the present instance the

The only dif-

wire forming the top frame is, after bending

75
to form the eyes 6 at the lower ends of the = -
arms 5, extended forwardly in the form of

short eubstantlally horizontal arms 10, each -

provided at its terminal with an eye 11 said

eyes being designed for the reception of at-
taching- bclte, by which the deviceis secured
At this point it may be - men- -
‘tioned that in all classes of mowers now in
general use the roller attachment is secured

to a mower.

by a bolt at each end, extending through the

{-adjacent sides of the mower-frame, and it 1s

30

my intention in practice to replace said bolts
by others of a slightly greater length, which

will engage through the eyes 11, thus permit-

tmg ready attachment of the receptacle to
| any style of mower, the bolts serving in such

9'5 |

cases the twofold functwn of seeuring the

roller attachment and the receptacle to the |

machine.

As dlscloeed in my prlor patent the frame

above deseribed is provided with a fabric

covering 12,
of the receptacle, said fabric being folded

and stitched at its edges around the different - j
100

parts of the frame to which it is attached.

which forms the sides and ‘end

Also, as disclosed in said patent the front -
open. end of the receptacle is distensible

transversely to permit adjustment of mowers
of Varymn' widths, sald d1stent1on of the

. '-I-. . _' ' : - .-'-"‘- I-.-"-. -:::E..""i‘r-‘l- F.":!'::-u Jﬂl_i:[!'::_.‘lu'rhf:iﬂ!_l::l:_ -"-.-- Cog el M : o 1 S m , ' - . N ,
‘"--*1:.".7-‘- i o iod i i “;r'li;lil’:l '11,,11 i1 e *;-.'Fl.il,;ﬂ-' Al S i L bt T , U A .
J JI I]'l e e R e o B e e R N R E e A A BT Wt ety il

7o '



(5

20

25

R0

35

1<

45

55

Ty
Ed

frame being against the action of a spring
13, engaged at its ends with the side bars 7
of the bottom frame, and through which
spring the guide bars or members 9 extend,
the operation of the parts being in all respects
identical with my prior device.

In accordance with the present invention
I provide the receptacle with a bottom 14,
composed of some suitable non-flexible ma-
terial, preferably galvanized sheet metal,
and made up of a plurality of sections 15,
preferably two in number, which are secured
along their side and rear edges to the sides
and end bar of the bottom frame and bave
their inneredgesoverlapped throughout their
length at the transverse center of the recep-
tacle. The sections 15 are attached to the
sides and rear bar of the bottom frame by
folding the metal at the sides and rear ends
of said sections around said bars and over
the previously-attached fabric, asshown more
clearly in Fig. 3, whereby the latter is at the

point of severest wear protected by the thus- |

formed metal covering, while at the same
time the attachment of the fabrie to the bars
18 rendered more secure. The sections com-
posing the bottom are at their forward ends
entirely free from connection with the frame
and from connection with each other along
their inner side edges, which, as heretofore
mentioned, overlap at the transverse center
of the receptacle. The overlapping edges of
the sections are cnt upon an outward incline
from their rear to their front ends, whereby
the latter are rendered considerably wider
than the former and the amount of overlap
of the sections is greatest at the front and
gradually decreases toward the rear, thus per-
mitting the receptacle to be distended to the
fullest extent at its front end without spread-
ing said sections sufficiently to cause an open-
ing between them. It is to be noted in this
connection that the overlapping edges of the
sectionsaredisposed forrelative sliding move-
ment one above the other and that the bot-
tom will as a whole at all times be free from
sagging under the weight of the load; but in

order tofurther insure this latter and to sup-

port the sections to a certain extent at the
point of overlapping I provide a longitudinal
brace 16, disposed at the transverse center of
the bottom frame in position for the free
edges of the sections to rest thereon, said
brace being in the form of a length of wire
having its ends engaged with the rear bar 8
and spring 13. |
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17 1s a hanger member attached to the rear
cross-bar of the upper frame and provided at
its upper end with a hook for engagement
with the handle of a mower to support the re-

ceptacle at its rear, as in my prior device.

From the foregoing it will be seen that I
produce adevice of simple construction which
may be readily attached to all classes of ma-
chines with which it is to be employed and
one in which liability of the bottom sagging
into contact with the ground is entirely ob-
viated. In attaining these ends it is to be

6o

understood that I do not limit myself to the |

precise details herein set forth, inasmuch as
minor changes may be made therein without
departing from the spirit of the invention.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— |
1. The combination with areceptacle of the

class desceribed having an end and sides, of

a bottom associated with the receptacle and
composed of a plurality of sections relatively
distensible transversely at their forward ends
and having their inner meeting edges over-
lapped, and a brace associated with and ex-
tending longitudinally of the receptacle be-
neath the overlapping edges of said sections.

2. The combination with areceptacle of the
class deseribed comprising a frame carrying
a fabric covering composing the sides and
end of the receptacle, said covering being

folded around the frame at the points of at-

tachment thereto, and a bottom for said re-
ceptacle composed of sheet metal having its
edges folded around the frame outside of the
previously-attached fabriec.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a top frame having side
bars and an end connecting-bar, of a bottom
frame associated with the top frame and com-
prising side bars and an end bar, a fabric
covering having its edges folded around the
sides and end bars of the frames at the points
of attachment thereto, and a metal bottom
associated with the bottom frame by folding
the edges of the bottom around the end and
side bars of the frame outside of the previ-
ously-attached fabric. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses. |

LA FAYETTE WILDERMUTH.

Witnesses:
DoORA LOECHLER,

EUGENE MORGAN.
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