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| T@ il whom, it mgw concern

Be it known that I WILLIAM L. WARD a

‘eitizen of the United Smtes, residing at Wa—-_

tauga Falls, in the county of Watauwa and
State of North Car olina, have. mvented new
of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to stirrups, and has

- for its object to provide a stirrup from which
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the foot of the rider can be readﬂy detached
in case of accident. |

The peculiar construction of dewce, as well
as the method of detaching the foot, will be
described hereinafter, reference being had t_o
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figare 1 is a view in elevation of a stlrrup
constructed in accordance with' my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tional view of the same. Fig. 3 isan end view
of the stirrup, and Flg 4 is a vertical Cross-
sectional view.

The reference- numeral 1 demgnates a

eurved arm having a laterally-projecting
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tread or rest 2 to be engaﬂed by the foot.
pending from the respective ends of the rest
2 are bearings 3 and 4,which earry a laterally-
disposed rotating shaft 5. On one end of the
shaft is a pivoted Jever6. Thisleveriscurved
and projects upward and toward the bar 1, as
will be explained hereinafter.
tremity of the arm 1 is bifurcated or split, as
at 7, and within the split portion is an eccen-
trlcally pivoted disk 8 ha,vmg a cut-out por-
tion or slot 9 therein.

A stirrup-ring 10 is designed t0 engage the
cut-out portion 9 of the dlsk 8, and the. ring

‘is held in locked position ther ewn‘,h by means

of a pivoted latch-lever 11, which is secured
tothe arm 1 intermediate its ends and is pro-
vided with a bifurcated lower end 12. The
bifurcated end of the locking-lever 11 is en-

gaged by a lug or projection 13, carried by a

crank 14, rlﬂ'ldly secured to the shaft 5. The
opposite s1de of the crank 14 is prowded with

a similar lug or projection 15, which is posi-

tioned 1ntermed1&te its ends and projects be-
tween two depending sprlnﬂ'-stmps 16 and 17,
said erank being held against swinging- be-

De-

The upper ex— |

—apli

| tion of the dewce will be as follows: Suppose

the stirrup is secured to its strap by the ring

10, so that the parts will be in the position

shown in Figs. 1 and 2. If by accident the
person -18 thrown forward or backward, the

instep of his foot will engage the curved lever. .'
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6, which is spring-pressed by a spring 20-and

normallv rests adjacent to the disk 8.
pullon the lever 6 will cause it to move in a

lateral direction, rotating the shaft 5, S0 as
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to oscillate or rock the cmnk 14. The pro- -

jection on the crank being in enwaﬂement
with the bifurcated portion of the levq,r 11,

the upper extremity will be thrown out of en-

gagement with the slotted portion of the disk
3, and as the resistance afforded by the link
10 is on an eccentric to the pivotal conneec-

tion of the disk the disk will be caused to ro-

tate, so that the slot will be inverted, thereby
permitting the stirrup to become detached
from the ring or link 10. The movement of

the erank will be limited by the lugs or stops.

18 and 19, and inasmuch as the sprmn*—st,nps

engage the respective sides of the projection
15 the crank will be promptly returned toits.
‘normal position as soon as pressure is re-

lieved on lever 6. If by chance the rider is
thrown sidewise from the horse, the foot ean
become detached from the stwrup, owing to

the fact that the lever 6 is pivotally secured.

to the shaft, being retained in its normal
pomtlon by the spring 20. The tension of
this spring, however, will not be sufficient to

| prevent the lever 6 swinging outwardly, so

that the foot can become released from en-
gagement with the stirrup. However, as
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soon as the foot is released the lever will be

returned to its normal position by the spring.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— - |
1. In a s&fety -stirrup, the combmatlon of

a stirrup device comprising an upwardly-
curved side arm and a tread, the upper end
of the side arm having a slotted disk eccen-
trically mounted therem a shaft held by the
stirrup device proper, a movable stirrup side

95

pivotally connected to one end of the shaft

yvond the edges of the arm 1 by stops or lun's and normally held in closed position in con-

18 and 19. |
All the parts being assembled the opera-

tact with the disk, a locking-lever . Dpivotally

attached to the stlrrup su‘le and hamnﬂ' 118

100




=3

npper end normally extending into the slot
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of the disk, and a link attached to the disk
at one side of the pivotal point thereof.

2. In a safety-stirrup, the combination of
a stirrup having a side member with a rota-
table deviece eccentrically mounted in the up-
per end thereof and formed with a slot, a
rock-shaft held by the stirrup, a lever piv-

oted to one end of said rock-shaft and hav-

ing the upper end normally in engagement
with the rotatable device, means on the stir-
rup for preventing the rotatable device from
moving and actuated by the rock-shaft, and
a link attached to said rotatable device and
adapted to receive the banger -strap of a
saddle. | |

3. Asafety-stirrupcomprisinganupwardly-

extending side arm and a tread, a locking de-

vice pivotally mounted on the arm, arotata-
ble disk eccentrically held in the upper end
of the arm and having a slot therein to re-

744,653

| ceive the upper end of the locking device,

and means for releasing the disk from en-
gagement with the locking device.

4. A stirrup having a rotatable locking de-
vice eccentrically mounted in one of the sides
thereof and provided with a slot, the opposite
side of the stirrup being pivoted to open out-
wardly and having its upper end normally
held in engagement with the rotatable de-
vice, a locking device pivotally mounted on
the side of the stirrup carrying the rotatable
device to engage the slot in the latter, and
means operative by the pivoted side of the
stirrup for releasing the locking device from
the rotatable device.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

, WILLIAM L. WARD.
Witnesses:
JOHN W ARD,
W. J. FARTHING.
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