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UNITED STATnS PATENT OFFICE.

TAMES C. KIMSEY, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

CLASP-ENVELOP.

' SPECIFICATION f_orming rart of Letters Patent No. '744,562, dated November 17, 1903.

| ﬂppliea_tinn filed May 7, 1902, Serial No. 106,296.

(No model.)

o all whom it may concern:
- Beitknown thatI, JAMES C. KIMSEY, a cili-
zen of the United Smtes and a resident of
Philadelphia, in the count,y of I’hiladelphia
and State of Pennsyivania, have invented a
Clasp-Knvelop, of which the folloumn' is a
full and exact %peuﬁeabmn

‘This invention is an improvement in en-
Velops', and relates more especially tothe class
of clasp-envelops and contemplates the pro-
vision of means by which an ordinary en-

velop may be converted into a clasp-envelop

at comparatively little expense.

‘With this object in view the invention con-
sists of a strip or liningadapted to be insert-
ed 1nto an envelopand carrying a metal clasp
or tongue by which Lhe ﬂa,p of the envelop is
held closed |
- The invention further consists in provid-
ing the lining with a reinforcing-strip which
serves to not only reinforce the envelopon a

line with the clasp, but also to provide means

by which the clasp is attached to the envelop
for engagement with the flap thereof.

The parmcular construction of my im-
proved clasp-envelop and advantaﬂ’es at-
tained therebyare hereinafter descubed and
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

. Lefters Patent, is more sneclﬁcally set forth
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in the appended claims.

In the acecompanying drawmﬂ‘s whichform
a part hereof, Figure 1 is a plan view show-
ing the appllcatlon of my invention. FKig. 2

is a detail view of the strip which carries the

clasp and is adapted to be inserted in the en-

velop. Fig.3isadetail view of the preferred
form of clasp which I employ.

- dimilarletters of referenceindicate similar

~ parts throughout the several views of the
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drawings.

Referrmg to the drawings, the letter A des-
ignates the envelop, which, as shown, is the
ordinary envelop -having the flap at one of
the sides thereof, though it will be obvious
hereinafter that the invention could be ap-

- plied to a,ny style of envelop.

In carrying out my invention I employ a

- sheet of paper B, oblong in shape and pro-

vided at one end with a flap b, correspording
in size and shape with the ﬂap a¢ of the en-

- velop, and the width of this sheet is slightly

'r

1

may fit therein and form practically a lining
therefor.

diately, at ¢, is folded transversely, so that
when it is inserted in the'envelm there will
hbe two parts or linings, one part having the .
flap b, while the other part carries the metal

clasp D the tongue of the latter being so lo- 6o

cated as to pass through the flaps when the.
latter are folded down on the body of theen-
veh’}p for the purpose of sealing it.

Though the clasp D may be of any ordmary o
coustruction and attached tothelininginany 65

suitable manner, I preferthe partleuldrelasp
and manner of attachment ﬁhleh I shall now
proceed to describe. | |

The claspis made of a piece of sheet metal,

from which the point or tongue d is stamped, 7¢

and in attaching this clasp the tongue is
passed through a remforclng-strlp e, and the
said strip is then pasted to the llnmﬂ' or in-
serted sheet B, whereby the body of the clasp

is securely and firmly held between the parts 75

B and e, with the tongue or point d project-
ing throuc-'h the 1atter for engagement with
the flap of the envelop. Thereinforcing-strip -

is preferably stiff paper and extends the

full length of the sheet or lining B, though 8o

obvlously the clasp may be held in place by
a smaller strlp or. by providing said clasp
with engaging tongues. When the reinfore-
ing-strip is made the full length of the sheet

or lining B, as herein shown, the end thereof 8¢
which reinforces the flap O is provided with -

a hole f for the passage of the tongue or point
of the clasp.
In some cases—for mstance where the de-

vice is to 'be employed in connection with a go
stift Manila envelop—it may nof be necessary

to provide a strip or sheet B of the full width
of the envelop, and in lieu thereof a narrow

~strip, such as the reinforcing-strip e, may be -
provided, which would form practically a 95

band within the envelop.
In applying the device the folded sheet B

| is inserted in the envelop and the flap a of

the latter, being gummed, as is usual, is mois-

tened and the flap b a,sted t_he_reto, S0 as to 1oc _'

hold the folded sheet_in the envelop. When
the sheet is inserted and secured, as stated,
the tongue or point d of the elasp will pro-

less than that of the envelop in order that it Ject outward 30 that when the flap of the en-

This sheet B is-creased on theline
b’ to form the foldable flap b and interme- 53



10

20

25

=2

velop is folded down the said tongue will pass
through the same and may be then bent to
hold the flap closed, as is usual.

From the forewomﬂ* it will be noted that I

provide a very snnple and convenient imneans
of converting an ordinary envelop into a

clasp - envelop and at small additional ex-
pense; also, that the clasp is firmly held and
the flap reinforced where it engages said
clasp. It is also obvious that immaterial

changes may be made within the spirit and

scope of my claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a clasp-envelop, the combination with
an ordinary envelop, of a folded strip of paper
inserted in the envelop and at one end pasted
to the flap of said envelop, and a metal tongue
at the other end of the stripadapted to engage
the aforesaid flap when the latter is elosed
thereon.

2. As a new article of manufacture, an at-

‘tachment for an envelop comprising a folded

strip adapted to be inserted inside the enu-
velop and form a reinforcing-band, said strip
being attached at one end to the flap of the
envelop and provided at its other end with a
clasp, the said strip having an opening for
the passage of the tongue of the clasp.

3. As a new article of manufacture, an at- |

744,562

| tachment for an envelop comprising a folded

sheet adapted to be inserted in the envelop
and provide a lining therefor, said sheet be-
ing of the full width of the envelop, and a
clasp attached to one end of said sheet.

4. As a new article of manufacture, an at-

tachment for an envelop comprising a folded

sheet or lining the full width of the envelop
and attached at one end to the flap of the en-
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velop, and a clasp attached to the other end

of the sheet or lining. ~

5. As a new ar ticle of manufacture, an at-
tachment for an envelop comprising a folded
sheet or lining the full width of the envelop,
a reinforcing-strip extending along the longi-
tudinal center of the sheet, and a metal clasp

held or attached to one end of the sheet by

said reinforecing-strip.

6. As a new article of man ufaeture, an at-
tachment for an envelop comprising a folded
sheet or lining the full width of the envelop
and provided at one end with a flap adapted
to be pasted or attached to the flap of the en-
velop, a reinforeing-strip attached to the fold-
ed sheet or lining, and a metal clasp held or
attached to the sheet by the reinforcing-strip

thereof. |
JAMES C. KIMSEY.

In presence of—
H. W. OMENSETTER
J. L. M. MICHAL.
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