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" To all whom it MQY CONCEFTL:
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Be it known that I, MicAJAH D. GMNES a
citizen of the United Stetes residing at Celo-

rado Springs, county of Kl Paso, ‘and State of
"Colorado, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Ink-Wells for Sehool-
Desks, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.

My invention rela,bes to a new and useful

improvement in ink-wells for school-desks,
and has for its object to provide an ink- well
which may be fitted to a desk without the
use of special tools and which will be so con-
structed that the glass well cannot become
easily broken and.will be fitted with a cover

- made of rubber, which will effectually seal
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the well, when the same is closed, against the
evaporatlon of the ink, and th1e cover will
also form a cushion to do away Wlth the noise

in opening and closing the samae.
Withthese endsin view thisinvention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-

‘bination of elements hereinafter set forth

and then specifically designated by theclaims.

In order that those skilled in the art to

which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the con-
struction and operation will now be described
in detail, referring to the accompanying
drawings, forminga part of this speelﬁcatlon
in which
Figure 1is a sectional view of_ a portion of
the desk, showing my 1mpreved ink-well ap-
plied thereto Fig. 2, a plan view of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3, a perepeetwe view of the metalhe ring
in whmh the rubber cover is held; Fig. 4, a

perspeetwe view of the rubber cover removed-
from the ring. |

In ink- wells ordmauly used in echeol desks
the well is so constructed that it will require
special tools to make the opening through the
desk in which the well is fitted, and these
wells are so placed in the desk that they pro-
trude through the top of the same into the
book -compartment underneath. This is a
great objection, as the books are liable to

-come in contact with the well and either

break the same or jar the well, so that some
of the ink will be spilled, Wthh in such a
case will run down and be liable to spoil the
books. Another disadvantage of wells of the

ordinary construction is _that metallic covers |

‘well is closed.
these disadvantages by the use of an exte-
rior metallic casing A, which is eylindrical

‘the ring D, forms the cover for t_he ink-w

are used which not only are the cause of much .
uannec eesaly noise in the school-room by the

opening and closing of the same, but also do
not always fit the “well sufficiently close to
prevent evaporation of the ink even while the
In my invention I overcome

and has a tapering openiug therethrough.
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The upper end of the casing A has formed

therewith a flange B, which is also circular,
so that in ﬁttmcr thle casing A to the desk lt
is only necessary to bore a hole through the
desk large enough to fit the- exterior easing

below the flange B and then to make a coun- -

terbore of sufficient sizé to allow the flange

B to fit into the same and be flush with the

top of the desk. This well I prefer to place
in the right-hand upper corner of the desk

and through the top of the desk, which over-
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hangs, so that the well does not protrude 1nto -

the book-compartment, but upon the outside

of the desk. Thus I am able to make the

well much deeper than ordinary wells, be- .

cause of the fact that nothing isliable to come
in contact with the same. Upon the inte-
rior of the casing A is fitted a tapering glass
ink-well C, which may be inserted in the cas-
ing from the top, and as the casingis formed
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without any bottom the well C may be easily

removed by pressing upwald upon the same

from underneath.
D.is a metallic ring which has formed with

it a lug D', which'lug is adapted to fit in the
cut-away portion of the flange B of the casing,
and then a pin D?is inserted through the
flange and also through the lug D’ to form a

g0

hinge.
Eis a rabber disk having formed therem

‘around its periphery the annular groove E',

in which the ring D isadapted to fit and hold
the disk E in place. This disk, together with
oll,
and the interior of the casing A is beveled at
the point A’, and the lower edge of the disk
Eis also beveled to correspond with the same,

so that the beveled portion A’ forms a seat
for the cover, which will effectually sea.l the

1co

well against evaporatmn of the ink when the

cover is closed. -
The advantage of my invention aside from
its simplicity and cheapness of construction
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is that by being able to place the well upon |

the outside of the desk the same may be deep
and small in diameter, thus exposing only a
small quantity of ink to the atmosphere, so
as to reduce the evaporation even when the
well is open, and by the use of my cover or
lid I make the same perfectly air-tight when
the well is closed, so as to prevent all evapo-
ration at that time, and a further advantage
is the prevention of all noise on account of
the rubber cover or lid and also the ease in

opening and closing the cuver, so that a ,5mall

child can easily operate the same.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact construction hereshown, asslight modi-
fications could be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I ¢laim as new and useful is—

1. In an ink-well for school-desks, a cylin-
drical casing, an annular flange formed upon
the outside of the casing around the upper
edge, said casing and flange adapted to fit in

an opening formed in the desk so that theup-

per edge of the flange will be fiush with the
top of the desk, a t&perinﬂ' ink - well fitted
upon the interior of the casing, a ring, a lug
secured to thering, said lughinged to the pro-
jecting flange, a rubber disk ﬂtted within the
ring and adapted to close over the ink-well
S0 as to form a cover for the same, as and for
the purpose specified.
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2. Inanink-well of the character described,
acylindrical casing, an annular flange formed

around the upper outsme edge of said casing
sald casing and flange fitted in the desk so

that the upper edge of the flange will be flush

with the top of the desk, said casing provided
with a vertical tapering opening open at the
top and bottom, a glass tapering ink - well
adapted to be fitted within the tapering open-
ing of the casing, a ring, a lug formed with
the ring, a cut-away portion formed in the an-
nular flange in which the lug is adapted to fit,
a pin passing through the annular flange and
also through the lug to form a hinge, a rub-
ber disk having an annular groove formed in
its periphery, said disk adapted to be fitted
to the ring so that the ring will lie in the an-
nular groove, and the disk and the ring will
form the cover for the well, an annular bev-
eled surface formed around the interior of
the upper end of the casing, a beveled sur-
faceformed uponthelower edge of the rubber
disk adapted to seat against the beveled sur-
face upon the casing, as specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub—
seribing witnesses. -

MICAJAH D. GAINES.

Witnesses: | .h
S. L. KELLERMAN,

W. R. WILLIS, Jr.
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