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2o all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, WirLiaMm C. HOOKER, a
citizen of the United Stdtes residing at Abing-
don, in the county of Knox and State of TIli-

nois, have invented a new and useful Animal-

Trap, of which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to an:tm&l-tmps and
particularly to that class of traps which are
employed for catching mice, rats, or the like,
and has for its ob]ecr to pr oduee a device of
this character which will be simple of con-

- struction, inexpensive to manufacture, and

efficient in operation, owing to its extleme_

- sensitiveness.
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~and a connecting cerown or bridge portion |
‘which rests upon the floor.
member 18 situated near the longitudinal cen-
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To these ends the invention'cemprises the
novel details of construction and combination
of parts more fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings,Figure 1is a
perspective view of the device set f01 opera-
tion.
the same. - Fig. 31s a similar view of the trap
sprung. Fig. 4 is a detailed view. |

Refewmﬂ‘ te the drawings, 1 indicates a
platform eomposed of any smt‘lble mateual
but preferably of wood.

2 indicates a member for supporting the

platform distant from the floor, said mamber |

being preferably in the form of a wire bent to
form arms or pins which engage with the lower
face of the platform and depend therefrom

ter of the platform, between its true center
and the rear or trigger end, thus serving as
a Tulerum on which the platform may rock.

3 18 a spring-actuated jaw or fly pivoted to
the top of the platform and adapted to swing
to and fro longitudinally of the same in the
manner and for the purpose to be presently

explained. This jaw consists of a single

piece or strip of metal bent into substantlally
L) form having sides 4 and an end 5 and so

mounted that 1138 sharp edge will contact with |

the platfmm | :

6 15 a metal rod, preferably wire, mounted
in bearings 7 upon the upper face of the plat-
form at or near its longitudinal center. This

rod connects the sniles 4 of the jaw near its
5o open end and serves as a pivot on which the

- Fig. 2 18 a side sectional elevation of

This supporting

| ently described.
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‘same swings, the rod being suitably ]1eaded
at its ends to plevent the escape of the jaw.
8 indicates a pair of torsion springs mounted

on the rod 6 and each having one of i{s ends

9 bearing on the platform and its other end

10 engaging an orifice 11, formed in the side

of the Jaw. Th ese Spring e which are mounted

onenear each end of the rod are placed under

tension and apply force to the Jaw 1in the usual
and well-known manner.

12 indicates aretaining member, preferably
consisting of a length of wire having an eye
formed at one end f01 pivotal att&ehment to
the platform by means of a staple or the like
and adapted for engagement of its free end
with a pivoted tllge'el 713 in the manner pres-
The trigger 13is preferably
of plate metal and has its end bent around
the rod 6 for pivotal connection therewith
and has a recess 14 formed in its body just
below its pivotal point for receiving and en-

gaging the free end of the letammﬂ' member

when the jJaw is locked in its open posﬂ;mn
as 1llustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. The trigger
extends downward f10m 1ts point of connéc-
tionwiththerod 6 through an orifice 15,formed
through the platform, and has its free end be-
low the platform bent to form a pedal 16.

17 is a recess formed in the upper face of
the platform and adapted to receive the bait.
In operation’ when thetrap is set, asin Figs.

to 1ts open position. The retaining member
will be engaged over the same and mmntmned

in such pos1t10n by engaging its end into the

recess 14 of the trigger. In this position of
the parts the member 2 will sustain the bulk
of the weight of the platform, with the pedal
16 of the tllggel bearing lightly upon the
floor and sustaining just suﬂiment welght of
the platform to lendel the trigger extremely
sensitive, so that a very slight weight or pres-
sure on the forward end ef the pletfmm will
serve to rock the same on the member-2 as a
fulerum and operate the trigger, causing the

T et&mmfr member o be 1e1eesed fl om engage-

ment with the recess 14, and thus release the
jaw, which will be mstantly and forcibly re-
turned to its closed position by means of the
sSprings 8. -
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1 and 2, the jaw will be turned upon its prOt |
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It is to be understood that I do not limit | a trigger pivoted on the rod and having a re-

myself to the precise details herein shown
and described, as various minor changes may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim is—

In an animal-trap, the combination with a
platform having an orifice formed there-
through, of means for sustaining the same
distant from the floor, a rod, a spring-ac-
tuated jaw pivotally associated therewith, a
retaining member for engaging the jaw, and

cess for the engagement of the end of the re-
taining member, said trigger being extended

| through the orifice to the bottom of the plat-

form and operable by pressure on the latter
to release the member and spring the trap.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM C. HOOKER.

Witnesses:
R. J. DENNY,
I, . TYLER.
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