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FILE-CABINET.

SPECIFICATION form_ing‘ part of Letters Pa.tenf No. 744,276, dated November 17, 1908.
Application filed August 5, 1902, - Serial No. 118,437, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, ISAAC H. ATHEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in File-Cabinets, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.
T'his invention relates to devices for keep-

ing letters, documents, catalogues, tariffs,
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and other business papers in order that ready

access may be had thereto for reference or re-
moval. '

The object of my invention beyond provid-

ing means for a simple and effective filing
system 18 the construction of a cabinet pro-
vided with removable compartments orrecep-

interior of each with the least effort and in

the shortest possible time. | |
Among the objections to the file-cabinets

equipped with ordinary drawers or sliding re-
ceptacles now in general use is the loss of
time caused by the frequent necessity for the

entire removal of the drawer or if but par- |

tially removed the necessity of handling the
contents over a fixed front end. |

In addition to economy of time and labor a
further object of my invention is the. COon-
struction of a cabinet-frame in which draw-

ers or receptacles of different depths and.

capacities may be used inlerchangeably to

facilitate and simplify both manufacture and
- use. |

In a general way my invention consists in a
drawer or sliding receptacle corresponding in

construction to a drawer of ordinary or usual |

pattern except in that the front or exposed
side thereof comprises a separate member piv-
otally connected to the receptacle proper and
free to drop out of the way when the handle
1s released after the drawer is partially with-
drawn; and myinvention further consists in
simple means toretain the drop-front in place
when the drawer is closed, permit of a free
drop when the drawer is partially withdrawn,

and necessitate the return of the front to

place by the act of closing; and my invention
further consists in the construction of a cabi-
net-frame in which receptacles of different
depths with certain restrictions may be used
interchangeably; and my invention further

tacles of a character to afford access to the |

of said drawer.

| consists in the various details of construction
parts, all as herein-
after described, and particularly pointed out
in the claims.

and in combinations of

My invention will be more readily under-

Stood by reference to theaccompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
n which— |

Figurelisaview in perspective of a drawer
or receptacle embodying my invention. Fig.

218 aside elevation of the same with the front

closed. Fig. 3 is a view in perspective, part
broken away, of a cabinet, illustrating the
manner in which drawers of different depths
may be interchangeably used in the same
frame. | S |
Referring now to the drawings in detail, I
have shown a file-cabinet drawer or recepta-
cle open both front and top, the bottom 2 of
which projects slightly beyond each side
throughout a portion of its length to provide
the slides 3 3, adapted to be inserted within
grooves 4 4 in any suitable cabinet-frame.
Pivotally attached to the exterior of each of
the sides 5 § of said drawer, preferably by

means of the small plates 6 6 and the screws
7 and 8, are the similar triangular-shaped
plates 9 9, which carry at their extremities,
attached in any suitable manner, the front 10

‘These conneeting” means.
should be so adjusted that when the front 10
i8 closed, as indicated in Fig. 2, the drawer

should have the general appearance and char-
acter of the ordinary four-sided receptacle,
said front being free,however,to drop through
an arc of at least ninety degrees when the
handle 11, with which it is preferably pro-
vided, is released. o

It will be noted that when the drop-front
10 is in place the lower edges of the plates 9 9

form substantially a continuation of the line
formed bythelower edges of the sides. These

lower edges of the plates 9 9 are outwardly
bent at right angles to provide slides 12 12,
forming when the front 10 is closed substan-
tially acontinuation of the slides 33. These
slides 12 12 follow the slides 3 3 into the

grooves 4, necessitating the closing of the

| front 10 when the drawer is returned to place

and when within said grooves supporting the

| front 10.
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The screws 7 through the plates 6 6 also |

pass through the extremities of the plates 9 9
and form the bearings on which said plates
rotate. The plates 6 (¢ are preferably some-
what elongated in order that they may form
suitable stops against which the extremities
of the slides 12 12 strike at the end of a quad-
rant of rotation. Each plate 6 may be pro-
vided with the recess 13 to more positively
engage the ends of said slides and prevent
the bending or twisting of the thin metal.
The additional screw 8serves to more rigidly

~ hold said plate in place.
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I prefer that the upper front corners 14 14

of the receptacle proper shall be cut away to-

avold sharp edges and facilitate access to ‘the
contents. I have also shown the front edge
of the bottom 2 provided with a recess 15 for
a similar purpose.

It is apparent that by providing a suitable
cabinet-frame the interior height of which is,
for example, twelve inches or some multiple
thereof and providing grooves located one
inch apartdrawers of two, three, four, and six
inches in depth may be to a certain extent in-
terchangeably used, it belng only necesgary
that the total hewht of the tier of drawers be

twelveinchesor the multiple thereof selected.

Thus three two-inch and two three-inch

drawers or one six-inech and three two-inch
drawers could be used within the same frame |
or various combinations wherein the com-

bineld depth of the tier amounts to the fixed
total.
ture of interchangeability on accouant of the
construction of my receptacles, which are
provided with longitudinal projections slid-
able in grooves in the frame instead of re-
quiring inwardly-projecting supports on the
inner faces of said frame.

Many modifications of the minor details
of my 1mproved file-cabinet will doubtless
readily suggest themselves to those skilledin
the art to which it appertains, and I there-
fore do not desire to limit my invention to
the specific construction herein shown and
described.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a file-cabinet, the combination, with

a frame having side supports, of a drawer, a |

front for said drawer, and pivotally-movable
drawer and front connections provided with
lateral frame-engaging bearings,said connec-
tions being adapted to support said front
upon the drawer when open and in the sides
of the frame when closed.

2. In a file-cabinet, the combination, with
a frame provided with suitable side supports,
ot a drawer, a drop-front for said drawer,
and drawer connections provided with bear-
ing-flanges at the ends of said front and
adapted to support the latter horizontally

upon the drawer and vertically in said side

supports.

3. In a file-cabinet, the combination, with |

I am able to avail myself of this fea-

744 276

a frame provided with drawer-supporting
orooves in its vertical sides, of a drawer, a

‘mmovable front for said drawer, and meauns for

supporting said front 1n said grooves.
4, In a file-cabinet, the combination, with

‘a frame provided with grooves in its vertical

sides, of a drawer, a movable front for said
drawer, and flanged drawer and front con-
necting members adapted to support said
front in said grooves..

- 5, In a file-cabinet, the combination, with
a frame provided with drawer-guide grooves,
of a drawer having groove-engaging flanges,

‘and a drop-front for said drawer carried by
plates paralleling and pivotally secured to

the sides of said drawer, said plates being
provided with flanges substantially forming,

| when the drawer is closed, continuations of

the drawer-supporting flanges.

6. In a file-cabinet, the combination, with

a frame provided with drawer-guide grooves,
of a drawer the bottom of which projects be-

yond each side thereof throughout a portion

of its length to form slide-supports for said
drawer, and a drop-front for said drawer ro-

tatively carried by plates paralleling and piv-

otally secured to said sides, said plates being

| provided with flanges which form, when the-
front 18 in place, substantlally contmuatlons

of said slide-supports.
7. In afile-cabinet, the combination, with a

suitable frame provided with drawer-guide

orooves, of a drawer having longitudinally-
coextensive sides and bottom and a front,
said front being provided with groove-engag-

1ing flanges, adapted to support same in ¢losed

posmon
8. In a file-cabinet, the combma,blon with a
frame having sultable drawer-guide grooves,

of a drawer having 1011gitudinally-coextan--

sive sides and bottom, a fixed groove-engag-
ing flange projecting laterally from the bot-
tom portion of said drawer and terminating
short of its forward end, and a front for said
drawer adapted to swing underneath the bot-
tom thereof, said front bemﬂ' fixed upon piv-
oted, ﬂann‘ed plates adapted to support said
front in its closed or normal position and to
guide the same into place as the drawer 18
closed. .

9. In afile-cabinet, the combination, with a
frame provided with a plurality of equidis-
tant, oppositely-located, horizontal grooves,
of a plurality of drawers the bottom of each
of which projects beyond each side thereof

throughout a portion of its length to form

sllde-supports for said drawer slidable with-

1 in any pair of oppositely-located grooves in

| sald frame, the front or exposed end of each

drawer Dbeing a separate member adapted to
swing under the bottom of said drawer and
connected to the body portion thereof by piv-
oted plates paralleling the sides of said
drawer, the lower edges of said plates being
outwardly bent to form substantially de-
tached continuations of said slide-supports.

- 10. A file-cabinet drawer comprising a re-
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ceptacle open top and front, the bottom of ; swing under the bottom of the drawer and

which projects beyond the sides thereof to
form slide-supports for said drawer, and a
drop-front pivotally attached to said recep-
tacle by plates paralleling the sides of the
drawer and adapted to be dropped under the
bottom- thereof said plates being provided

with similar projections forming substan- |

tially continuations of said slide-supports

and adapted to support said front when the

drawer is closed.
11. A file-cabinet drawer comprising a re-
ceptacle open topand front and provided with

slide-supports 3, the drop-front 10 adapted to |

pivotally connected to the sides thereof by
plates 9 having projections 12 which form
substantially continuations of said slide-sup-
ports when said front is in place, and the

plates 6 to engage the ends of the projections
12 and stop rotation.

In testimony of the foregoing I have here-

unto set my hand, this 7th day of July, 1902,
in the presence of two subseribing witnesses.

- ISAAC H. ATHEY.
Witnesses: .

A. G. STUBBS,
K. P. BLACKMAN.
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