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so from one another in the same plane.
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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, WIiLLIAM M. RICKETTS,
a cltizen of the United States, residing at
Columbus,in the county of I'r anklinand State
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and use-

ful Impmvement in Draft Connections for

Vehicles, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. .

This invention relates to draft connections
for vehicles, and is particularly designed to
provide animproved device of this character
in the nature of a clevis which is especially
adapted for application to draw-bars, such
as whiffletrees, swingletrees, &c., it also being
designed to have the devwe ad]ustable f01
mﬁlaptation to draw-bars of different sizes
and to provide a loose connection between the
body portion of the clevis and the trace. .

With these and other ob;jects in view the |
present invention consists in the combination

and arrangemernt of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully descrlbed shown 1in the
accompanying drawings, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, it being
understood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be made
Wlthm the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of |
the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is aside elevation
of a draft connection constructed in accord-
ance with the present invention. Iig. 218 a
top plan view thereof. Fig. 3 1s a detail sec-
tional view on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every figure of
the drawings.

As her embefme 111d1eated ‘it is especially
designed to have the plesent device applica-
ble to whiffietrees and the like, and therefore
1t 1s composed of a clip or body member made
up of upper and lower sections 1 and 2, re-

spectively, said sections being bowed or of

arcuate shape so as to Sﬂﬂﬂly embrace the
end or an intermediate portion of a whiffle-
tree. The rear ends of the sections or mem-
bers 1 and 2 have a pivotal or hinged connec-
tion 3, which is arranged to permit of the
members being swung toward and awiy
The

_trace from the hook.

| flat parallel ears 4 and 5, which are capable

of lying flat-against one another and are pro-
vided with corresponding perforations ¢ and
7, respectively, of which the perforation 6 1s
stnooth, while the other perforation 7 1s
screw-threaded. One of the ears, preferably

the lower, is extended beyond the other and

provided with an integral bifurcated knuckle
8. ¥or connecting the free ends of the clip
members there is a screw-threaded fastening
9, which passes looseiy through the perfora-
tion in the ear 4 and engages the screw-
threaded perforation of the ears. 1t will be
understood that the screw 9 has a sufficiently

| loose fit within the perforation of the ear 4

to permit of separation of the members 1 and
2 upon their pivotal connection 3 to fit whif-
fletrees of different sizes.

For convenience in connecting a t1ace to
the clip there is a suitable hook 10, having

its rear end provided with a reduced knuckle

11, which is received within the bifurcated
knuckle 8 and is hinged thereto by means
of a pivot-pin 12, piercing both knuckles,
whereby the hook is capable of swinging
movements in a vertical direction. It is pre-
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ferred to have the bill portion of the hook at

the under side thereof, so as to prevent as far
as possible accidental disengagement of a

In fitting the device to a whiffletree the
secrew 9 may be loosened. and the clip mem-
bers 1 and 2 slipped over the end of the whif-
fletree,orthe screw 9 may beentirelyremoved,
so as to permit of the clip members being suf-
ficiently separated upon their pivotal connec-
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tiont for direct application to any intermedi-

ate portion of the whiffletree. After the clip
has been properly located upon the whiitie-
tree thé fastening 9 is set into place, so asto
draw the clip members into snug engagement
with the tree,there being suitable spurs,teeth,
or pointed projections 13 upon the inner faces
of the clip members to bite into the free and
insure a rigid connection therewith.

From the foregoing description 1t will be
understood that the device of the present in-
vention is very simple, efficient, and inexpen-

sive, and it is adapted to embrace a tree, and

thereby avoid weakening the latter by pass-

front ends of the members are ettended 111130 | ing fastenings thel ethr ouﬂ'h Fulthelmore
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the device is adjustable, so as to be applicable
to trees of different sizes, and is also capable
of being directly applied to and removed from
any portion of a tree without sliding the de-
vice across the end of the tree. |

A very important advantage of the present
device resides in the fact that the hook 10 is
entirely independent of the fastening 9, where-
by either of these parts may be applied and
removed without disturbing the other, and
strain is not transferred from the hook to the
fastening.

Having thus described theinvention, what
18 claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is— __

1. A device of the character described em-
bodying a pair of pivotally - connected eclip
members toembrace a draw-bar, the free end
of one of the members being provided with a
knuckle projected in front of the other mem-
ber, means for detachably connecting the free
ends of the clip members to lock the same
upon the bar, and a vertically-swinging hook
pivotally connected to the knuckle.

2. A device of the character described, em- |

744,236

bodying a pairof arcuatz pivotally-connected
clip members, the free ends of which are pro-

vided with corresponding perforations, one of

the perforations being smooth and the other
being screw-threaded, the clip terminal hav-
ing the screw-threaded perforation being ex-
tended in front of the other terminal and pro-
vided with a knuckle, a hook pivotally con-
nected to the knuckle, and a serew loosely en-
gaging the smooth perforation and adjustably
engaging the screw-threaded perforation.

3. A device of the character described, em-
bodying a pair of pivotally-connected clip
members to embrace a draw-bar, means for
connecting the free ends of the clip members
to lock the same upon the bar, and vertically-
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swinging means carried by one of the mem-

bers for connection with a trace and independ-
ent of the means for connecting the free ends
of the clip members.

WILLIAM M. RICKETTS.

In presence of—
A. L. PHELPS,
C. C. SHEPHERD.
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