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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ANDREW S. LANUM, a

- ¢itizen of the United States, residing at Con-

- exact description 0f the mventlon, sueh as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

10

I5 -
class of rail-joints in which the meeting ends

20

neaut, in the county of Ashtabula and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Rail-Joints; and Ido hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and

it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the aeeompanying draw-
ings, and to the figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a pa,rt of this spemﬁea-
tion.

This 111Vent101:1 relates particularly to that

of the rails are joined by interlocking mor-
tise and tenon; and the object of the inven-
tion is to form & simple, strong, and efficient
rail-joint without the use of fish-plates or
splice - bars.
struction will be apparent from the follow-
ing description.

In the aceompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view of the rail-joint. Iig. 2 1sa
side elevation. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view,

- and Fig. 418 a horlzontal section on the lme
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4 4 of Flﬂ‘ 2.

Referrmﬂ' partlcula,rly to the drawmgs the
meeting rails are indicated at 6. The webs
of both rails are swelled or enlarged laterally

Further advantages of con-

allow for expansion and contraction.

| at the ends of the rails to equal width with
the head, forming abutting blocks 7 and 7°

at the ends of the rails.,” The head of one
rail is cut away to receive a lap 8, projecting
from the other rail, which lap rests upon the
block 7. Projecting endwise from the block
7 and downwardly from the lap 8 is a tenon
9, having an enlarged head 10. This tenon
extends from the lap down to the bottom ot
the rail and fits 1n a eorrespondmﬂ' mortise
produced in the block 7. The fit is loose to
Rails
so joined require no fish-plates and are in-
separable except by lifting the tenon at the
mortise. No bolts of any kind are required.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, 1s—

A rail-joint comprising one rail the end of
which has a recess at the head, a block be-
low the recess, and a mortise extendmg ver-
tically thr oun'h the block, and another rail
the end of thh has a lap ‘at the head fitting
said recess, and a tenon having a continuous
enlarged head extending downwardly from

i ,the lap and fitting the mortise.

- In testimony Whereof I afiix my Sw'nature
in presence of two witnesses.
| ANDREW S. LANUM.
Witnesses:
EUGENE C. HILL
L. T. FELCH.
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