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2o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. THOMAS,
o citizen of the United States, and a,residenb
of the city of St. Louig, State of Missouri, have
invented certain mew and useful Improve-
ments in Dispensing-Cabinets and Measur-

ing-Scoops Therefor, of Whleh the fallowi’ng

18 4 sSpeciilication.
My invention relates to means for facilitat-

ing the dispensing of coffee or other similar

mticle% and has for its prinecipal objects to
prov 1de means for dispensing certain quan-
tities by weight without the necessity of ac-
tuaily wewhmﬂ* each quantity sepamtely

My 111?63;11:1011 consists principallyin a Scoop
provided with an adjustable bottom.

It also consists in a storage-bin pwwded
with a spout of proper size fm thescoop to ﬁt
Oover.

It also consists in such a stomﬂ*e bin pro-
vided with a series of ::Ld]uqta,ble scoops of
assorted sizes all ad&pted to fit over the sp{)ut
of the bin.

Tt also consists in the parts and in the ar-

rangements and combinations of parts here-
mafter deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Whmh form
part of this specification, and wherein like

symbols refer to like parts wherever they
oceur, Figure 1 is a front view of the cabinet
with £170 scoops hanging therefrom. Fig. 2
1S a vertical cross- seeuon of said cabmet on
theline 2 2 of Fig. 1. . Iig. 3 is a vertical cross-
section through the Spmlt and lower porfion
of a bin on the line 33 of Fig. 2. Fig. 418 a

longitudinal section of a measuring-scoop.

My cabinet preferably consists of two or
more bins or compartments 1, each provided
with aseparate cover 2 and a back-stop 3there-
for. Thecabinetis arranged to be supported
upon legs 4 provided thervefor or upon a coun-
ter or t&ble as preferred. In order to adapt
said cabinet for support upon legs, it is pro-
vided with sockets formed by angle pleces 3,
soldered at the inside angles of the lower por-
tion of said cabinet.
svpport upon a.table or counter, it 18 prefel-
ably provided with flexible metal laps 6,

which are fastened on the inside of its lower
50 edge.

These flaps 6 are adapted to extend out

In order to adapt 1t for

may be driven therethrouﬂh into the cotinter.

The bottom 7 of each bm is arranged ab a
suitable distance above the lower edﬂe of its
walls, and said bottom inclines from eaeh wail
towarda spout 8, suspended from said bottom
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[ from under said edge, so that tacks oT naﬂs |
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near enough to the front wall of the bin to be

clear of t-he edge of the counter or table upon
which the cabinet rests. "Each spout is pro-
vided with horizontal grooves or guides 9, in
which slides a cut-off piece or gate 10. T'his
cut-off gate 10 has a suitable lmndle 11 out-
side of the spout 8 and a progeemon or limit-
ing-stop 12 on the insgide thercof. The limit-
ing-stop 12 is arranged to bear against the

| back and front walls respectively of the spout,

and thereby deftermine the proper closed and

6o

open positions of the gate 10 and prevent its

accidental removal.

Each bin or compartment has a spout of
equal circumference with that of the other
spouts. One or more scoops 13 of a size to fit
oversald spoutsareprovided foreach cabinet.
The several scoops have the same diameter,
butare of different lengths. Each seoap_com-
| prises a cylindrieal body portion 14, with one
end open and with the other end 15 closed or
provided with a fixed plate. Upon this closed
end or fixed plateis fastened a hollow handle
16 and also a threaded nut or block 17. " Ex-
tending entirely through the hollow handle
is a rod 18, which is t]:u eaded to work in the
threaded nut or block 17. The inner end of
this rod 18 earries a plate 19 thereon, prefer-
ably having a limited surface bearing on the
body portmn which constitutesa false bottom
for the scoop. In order that the false bottom
may not be required to turn with the rod, it
is preferable to solder or otherwise fasten to
the rod two plates 20 of smaller diameter than

the false bottom, one being fasténed on each.
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side of said false pbottom. The outer end 21

| of the rod pro,]eets through an opening pro-
vided therefor in the end of the handie 16
and is bent to providé a good purchase for
turning said rod by hand and to constitute a
loop fm engaging one of a series of hooks 22
provided therefor on the front of the cabinet.
The operation of my device is as follows:
The cabinet is mounted either upon the legs
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or upon the table or counter, as preferred. |

In either case the spouts are accessible. A
definite weight of coffee or other contents of
the bins is measured on a scale or balance In
the usnal way and is then poured into the
scoop. The projecting end of the scoop-rod
is then turned until the false bottom is raised

- tosuch anextentthatthe contentsof the scoop
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are on a level with the top edge thereof, and
in this position of the false bottom a quantity
of the contents of the bin sufficient to fill the
scoop will weigh the amount ascertained by
the scale. It is therefore unnecessary to
weigh such contents in each individual case,
but in order to dispense with such a weight it
Is only necessary to fill the scoop. For this
purpose the scoopis placed over the lower end
of the spout and slid upwardly thereon until
its upper edge bears against the projecting
cuide of the gate or cut-off slide, which i1s so
located as to determine the proper position of
the scoop for filling. Then the slide or gate
is pulled to allow the contents of the bin to
fall into said scoop, whereupon the slide or
gate 1s closed and. the scoop withdrawn.

In order to extend the utility ot my system,
it is preferable to have a complete series of ad-
justable scoops corresponding to the weights
ordinarily used in dispensing coffee or other
articles with which said SCOOpS are most likely
to be used.

My device admits of considerable modifica-
tion without departing from my invention,
and I do not wish to be restricted tothe exact

construction hereinbefore shown and de-_

scribed.

What I claim is—

1. An adjustable scoop comprising a body,
an end plate therefor, a hollow 11andle a
threaded nutonsaid end plate, a threaded rod

working in said nut and extending through |

|
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said handle, and a false bdttom movable with
said threaded rod, said threaded rod project-

ing beyvond said handle and having its end
100ped

9. The combination of a cabinet having a
discharge-spout in its bottom and a project-

ing ga,te for said spout adapted to serve as a

stop for coOperating scoops, of a series of ad-
justable scoops of assorted sizes each having
a body closely fitting said spout and adapted

to slide on said spout until stopped by said

projecting gate, whereby its respective vol-
ume is inclosed by either of said SCOOPS and
gate.

3. The combination of a cabinet having a
plurality of compartments, counterpart dis-
charge-spouts in the bottoms of said compart-
ments, respectively, projecting cut-off gates
for said spouts adapted to serve as stops for
a cooperating scoop, and an adjustable meas-
uring-scoop having a body closely fitting and
adapted to slide on either of said spouts until
stopped by its projecting gate, whereby a pre-

| determined volume is inclosed by said scoop
and gate.

4. The combination of a cabinet hzwmn‘ a
plurality of compartments,counterpart spouts
in the bottoms of said compartments, respec-
tively, projecting cut-off gates for said spout
adapted to serve as stops ifor codperating
scoops, and a series of adjustable measuring-
scoops of assorted sizes each haviung a body
closely fitting and adapted to slide on either
of said spouts until stopped by its projecting
gate, whereby its respective volume 1s in-
closed by either of said scoops and either of
said gates. |

| WILLIAM S. THOMAS.
Witnesses:

KUGENE BUDER,

JAMES A. CARR.
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