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To all whom it may concerm:
Beit known thatI, ALBERT ¥. WOOD, a cibi-

zen of the United States, residing at Snoma,

in the county of Butte and State of South Da-
kota, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Stirrups, of which the followingis a
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This invention relates to Safety-&,tlrrups |

and the primary object of the same is to pre-
vent accidents to riders by having means in
connection with the stirrup which will auto-
matically operate to disengage the same from
thestirrup-strapand preventdragging a rider
over the ground in the event of runaways,

the parts of the improved stirrup being so |
constructed that a release will ensue no mat-
“ter what position the foot of the rider may be

in as long as a rearward or backward aetion

is exerted on the bar by the foot of the rider.

The invention consists in the construction
and arrangement of the several parts, which
will be more fully hereinafter desembed and
claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a stirrup embodying the features of
the invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical
section through the upper extremity of the
stirrup, shnwmﬂ' the releasing device in two
positions in full and dotted lines.
a horizontal section through the uppe: poT-

tion of the stirrup.
Similarnumeralsof referenee are employed |

to indicate corresponding parts in the several

views.,
The numeral 1 designates a stirrup of usual

form having a foot-rest 1 and upwardly-ex-
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tending mwardly converging sides 2,with ver-

tical upper terminals 3, each of the latter hav-

ing an angular opening 4 therein. The open-
ings4areintransversealinement, and therein
are removably fitted the opposite anﬂ‘ular ter-
minals 5 of a releasing-bar 6, the openings 4
and terminals 5 shﬂ'htly converging toward
their outer terminals-to permit the latter to
bereadily withdrawn inwardly from the open-
ings. The bar 6 is made up of two sections
7, connected at_their inner terminals by a

hmfre -joint 8, which resists forward opening |

movemeﬂt but permits said bar to readily
break in a rearward direction, as clearly in-

Fig. 318

| dicated by Flg 2. The stirrup or strap 9 em-
- braces an upper connecting-bar 10 to continu-
| ously suspend the stirrup from a saddle.

Tn operation the stirrup under normal con-
ditions will remain as shown by Fig. 1; but

in the event of a rider being thrown and hav-
i ing his foot caught'in the qtlrrup backward
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pressure on the bar 6 by the foot of the rider

- will break the joint between the sections 7,
and simultaneously the terminals 5 of th_e_
said sections will be withdrawn inwardly from

the upper terminals 3 of the sides of the stir-

| rup, and thereby prevent the foot of the rider
being jammed or caught in the stirrup and -

mmld aceident or injury to the rider nnder

' abnormal conditions, or in the event that the

stniialier

foot of the rider becomes caughtin a stirrup
when thrown from the back of a horse.
When the bar 6 is in its normal position, it

reinforces and strengthens the upper part of

the stirrup and prevents any tendency toward

‘misshaping the upper terminals 3 of the sides
| 2 below the connecting-bar 10 by the weight

and pressure of the foet of the rider on the
foot-rest 1, and the stirrup can be made of
thinner matel ialand considerably lighter,and

inward movement of the upper termmals 3

thereof will be prevented by the said bar.

The elongation of the upper part of the stir-
| rup will permit the toe of the boot or shoe of

the rider to elear the bar 10.
Having thus fully described the invention,

Wha.b is claimed as new is—

-1.- A stirrup having a lower foot-rest and
sides rigidly extendmﬂ' upwardly therefrom,
a hanger- bar connecting the upper ends of the

- sides, “and a foot- releasing bar hinged at an

intermediate point and movable in a horizon-
tal plane to release the ends thereof from the
sides of the stirrnp.

2. A stirrup havingrigid sides, and a foot-
wleasmﬂ* bar havlnﬂ' its ends removably en-
gaging’ the said sides and provided with an

intermediate hinged joint.

In testimony whereof 1 aﬁx my mgnature
in presence of two witnesses.
ALBERT F WOOD
Witnesses:
EVERETT E. MGLEAN
G. S. COSGROVE.
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