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To all whom it ma Y COnCerr:
Beitknown that I, NATHANIEL L. ELLIOTT,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at | ted upon the under side of the table.
Hutchinson, in the county of Reno and Ste,te.
of Kaneae,heve invented certain new and use- |
ful Improvements in Packing-Presses; and I
.do declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact desceription of the invention, suech as

will enable others skilled in the art to which

it-appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to a press for com-

pressing fruit or artlelee in boxes, barrels, or

crates.

In preparing apples and ‘other frait for
shipment and cold storage it is necessary that
they should be twhtly packed to prevent
bruising and other injury caused by rough
hendling. This is done by filling the box or
crato a little above the top of the same and
forcing the lid or cover down upon the fruit

- to fir mly compact the same.
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The object of my invention is to provide a
machine of simple construction for perform-
ing this work in an efficient and expeditious
manner. | | |

With this and other objects in view the in-

vention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be more fnlly deserlbed and

partleularly pointed out In the eppended
claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a front eleva.—
tion of my paekmﬁ'-prees showing a box in
position and the foct-lever depressed to force
the cover or lid down upon the top of the box.
Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of the same.
Fw 3 is a vertical eross-sectional view taken
upon the plane indicated by the line 3 3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a similar view taken upon
the plane indicated by the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
denotes a table or support consisting of the
top 2, properly braced and supported by the
four lege 3. The box or crate 4, eontemmg
the fruit or-articles to be compressed is

adapted to be supported upon the top of the

table between the end guide-strips 5 and the
back strip 6. The cover or lid 7 of the box 4
is adapted to be drawn down upon the topof
the box by the depression of the swinging

{

ble.
.reunds the stem or rod 193, thh is carried by

the bar 12 and shdes in an opening in said
bracket 18.

hook or eyebelte 9 upon the end or cross

‘bars 10 of a vertically-sliding frame 11, loca-
Said
sliding frame 11 consists of the cross-bars 10,
secured upon each end of the Iengitudmal
connecting-bar 12, which is guided in slots 13,
formed in the cross-braces 14 upon the bettom

‘of the table. The loops or U-shaped arms 3

swmg in front and rear longitudinal slots 15

6o

15* in the top of the table and have their up-

ward-swinging movement limited by the back
strip 6, which projects across the rear slots
152, When not in engagement with the box
and its cover, the leeps swing or drop down

to the dotted-line position ehewn in Fig. 1

and rest upon the end braces 16, secured upon
the bottom of the table.

The sliding frame 11 is held in its normal '

or elevated p031t1011 by the coil-spring 17,
which is confined -between the lengltedmel
bar 12 of the frame 11 and the bracket 183,

70

fixed upon the under side of the top of the ta- |

The said spring is guided by and sur-

The sliding frame 11 is depressed by means
of the foot- lever or treadle 20, which 18 piv-
oted to the arms 21, dependmg from the cross-
braces 14, and which is connected to the cross-
bars 10 ef the frame 11 by the links or rods
29. The lower ends of the links 22 are piv-
oted to the lever 20, and the upper ends of
the same are adjuebeblv connected to the
c¢ross-bars 10.

In the operetlen of the machine the box or
crate 4, packed slightly above the top of the
same with fruit or the articles to be com-
pressed, is placed upon the top of the table
between the guide-strips5and 6. The lid or
cover 7 is then placed upon the same, and the
swinging loops or arms S are swung up to a
Vermeel position over the box and its cover.
Upon the depression of the foot-lever or
treadle 20 the sliding frame 11 and the loops
or arms S will be drawn down. This move-
ment of the loops 3 will force the 1id or cover
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7 down upon the top of the box 4 and press

or compact the contents of the same. The

| 1id or cover may then be nailed or otherwise
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clamps or arms 8, which are pivoted te the | secured in place. When the foot is removed '-
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from the lever or treadle 20, the eoil-Spriﬁg

17 will elevate the same, the sliding frame
11, and the loops or arms 8, and the latter

will then drop out of the way to either side
of the box 4, as shown by the dotted linesin
Fig. 1, to permif the removal of the box.
While I have illustrated in the drawings a
press for compressing fruit or articles of any
description in rectangular boxes, it will be
understood that with slight changes the same
may be adapted for closing and packing
crates, barrels, and boxes of any size and

| qhape

‘From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation o-f the in-ven-

~ tion will be readily understood without re-
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quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be

resorted to without deparfing from the prin-

ciple or sacrificing any of the advamaﬂ'es of
this invention.

748,844

Having thuas fully deseribed my invention,

what Ielmm as new, and demre to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A press of the class deseribed, comprising
a table having longitudinal slots, c¢ross-bars
16, mterseetmw the slots, end strips 5 and a
back guide-strip 6 on the upper side of the
table- top, sald strip 6 lying on one of the slots,
between the ends thereof; a vertically-mov-
able frame under the table. top, guides and
operating devices therefor, and clamps 8§,
pivotally connected to the movable frame and
extending through and operating in the slots
of the table-top, the cross-bars 16 and strip 6

forming stops to limit the pivotal movement

of the said clamps,substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

NATHANIEL L. ELLIOTT.

- Witnesses:
Leag DE Cow,
- M. MUNDELL.
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