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1o all whom it may concerm:
Beitknown thatI, EDWIN F. BROWN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, |

have invented a certain new and useful Im- .
provement in Cigar-Moisteners, (Case No. 2,)
of which the followingis a full, clear, eeneise
and exact deser 1pt10n 1eference: bemn' had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this speciﬂeatmn ,'

My invention relatesto moistenersforeigar-
boxes, and more particularly to a farm of
moistener which may be cheaply manufac-
tured and which may be readily attached to a
cigar-box in which cigars are supplied to the
trade

I am well aware that cigar-moisteners have
heretofore been devised to be placed in show-
cases from which cigars are sold; and I am
aware that elaborate cases have been con-
structed for the reception of a cigar-box in
which cigars are sold, these casesin some in-
stances being provided with ‘a perforated
metal lining throughout, between the walls
of the case and the walls of the metal lining
there being interposed suitable “pads of ab-
sorbent material. As distinguished from
these devices of the prior art, which are nec-
essarily costly 1n construetion and more or
less limited in their use, my inventiion pro-
vides a simple and efficient cigar-moistener
which on aceount of its cheapness in manau-
facture may be supplied by a dealer with
each box of cigars sold or, indeed, may be
distributed as an ad v&rtisement for a brand

of cigars.

A desirable form of my mventmn com-

prigses asheet-metal holdercomprising a base-
plate and upwardly and inwardly projecting
lips adapted to retain in position upon the
base-plate a pad of snitable absorbent mate-
rial, such as blotting-paper or felt. If de-
sired, the sheet-metal frame may be perfo-
rated to provide an increased area for the
evaporation of water in which the pad has
been dipped. There is also provided means

whereby the moistener may be detachably

- secured to the lid of a cigar-box, whereby it

50

may be readily attached or removed, as de-
sired. A preferable means of fastening the
moistener in place consists in the provision

I of one or more small tacks, sueh as cuartain-

i tacks, which may be so]dered to the under

t side of the base-plate. A pressure on the

upper side of the moistener serves to drive 55

} the tacks into the cigar-box lid, thereby re-

| taining the moistener in place. The form of
the moistener is desirably such that the re--
moval of two or more cigars irom the upper
layer, as ordinarily paeked 1n a cigar-box, 6o
will permit the moistener to be fastened to
the cigar-box lid in such a manner that it
may fit into the space formerly occupied by
the cigars which have been removed.

My mventlon will be elearly understood by ﬁr;
reference to the accompanying drawings, in

which—

Figure1 illustrates the method of applying
my Impmved moistener to a box of cigars.
Fig. 2 is a top view of my improved device. 70
Fig. o 18 a bottom view of the same. ' Iig, 4
18 a cross-sectional view taken on line 4 4 of
Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view
taken on line 5 5 of Kig. 2.

I have illustrated a cigar-box 6, containing 735
the cigars 7 7, to the lid 8 of which my im-
pr oved moistener is fastened in the manner
shown. It will be seen that two cigars have
been removed from the upper ]ayer in the
box, thereby affording a space into which the 8o
moistener projects upon closing the lid.

The moistener itself may desirably com-
prise a bottom plate 9, perforated with smail
openings 10 10. Upon the bottom plate is
placed the pad 11, of suitable absorbent ma- 8s
terial, such as blotting-paper, this pad being
retained in position by the upwardly and in-
wardly extending lips 12 12. The pad 11 is
l desirably provided with an advertising legend

13, such as that shown in Fig. 2. Upon the gc¢
lower side of the bottom plate 9 are soldered |
| the curtain-tacks 14 14, which, in Figs. 4and

5, are shown embedded in the material of the
cigar-boxlid 8. 'The headsof thetacks when
i_the moistener is in position on the lid of a g5
box provide for a small air-space between
the lower side of thelid and the bottom plate
9, whereby the circulation of airthrough this
space may cause the evaporation of water
l through the perforations 10 10.

iQ0O

Such a moistener as I have herein described
may on account of its cheapness in manufac-
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ture and general utility be distributed as an| 2. In a device of the class described, the

advertisement for a particular brand of ci- | combination with a metal plate, of a pad of 45
cars. 'The person receiving such a moistener | suitable absorbent material, upwardly and
upon opening a fresh box of cigars and re- | inwardly extending lips on said plate adapted
5§ moving two or three cigars from the box, as | to retain said pad In position thereon, and a
" is customary, dips the moistener into a glass | plurality of tacks secured to the under side
of water or otherwiso saturates the pad with | of said plate for detachably securing sald so
water and by a pressure on the top of the | plate to the interior of a cigar-box, the heads
moistener embeds the points of the tacks | of said tacks serving to maintain an air-space
to within the cigar-box lid, whereby the mois- | between said plate and the lid ot the box.
tener is detachably secured in position. The 3. In a cigar-box moistener, the combina-
moistener is desirably fastened to the lid in | tion with a perforated metal plate, of a pad 355
such a position that upon the closure of the | of blotting material bearing an advertising
1id the moistener will occupy the space of the | legend, upwardly and inwardly extending
15 cigars which have already been removed from | lips adapted to retain said pad in position on
the upper layer in the box. Upon having | said plate, and a plurality of tacks soldered
used all of the cigarsin the box the moistener | to the under side of said plate for securing 60
may be readily removed and similarly placed | said plate to the interior of the lid of a cigar-
in a fresh box of cigars. | box, the moistener being of such size and
20 The perforations-shown in the accompany- | shape as to fit approximately the space occu-
ing drawings may, of course, be omitted, if | pied by two adjacent cigars, the heads of said
desired, and other means of fastening the | tacks serving to maintain an air-space be- 65
moistener in place will at once suggest them- | tween said plate and the Iid of the box.
selves. Furthermore, I do not wish to limit 4. In a cigar-moistener, the combination
25 myself to the precise disclosure herein set | with a pad-holder 9, formed of sheet metal
forth, for many modifications will at once ap- | and having upwardly and inwardly extend-
pear to those skilled in the art, which modi- | ing side flanges 12 12 to form ways, of a pad 7o
fications will not depart from the spirit of my | 11 of absorbent material adapted to be slid
invention. | in said ways to be held by the holder, perfo-
3o I claim as new and desire to secure by Let- | rations through the back of the holder, and
ters Patent— tacks soldered to the back of the pad-holder
1. In a device of the class deseribed, the | whereby the holder may be secured to the lid 75
combination with a metal plate, of a pad of | of a cigar-box, the heads of the tacks serving
suitable absorbent material bearing an ad- | to maintain an air-space between the back ot
35 vertising legend, retained in position there- | the holder and the lid of the box, substan-
on, and a plurality of tacks soldered to the | tially as described. '
under side of said plate for detachably secur- In witness whereof I hereunto subseribe 8o
ing said plate to the interior of the lid of a | my name this 27th day of April, A. D. 1903.
cigar-box, the pad being of such size and | AT
40 shape as to fit approximately the space occu- EDWIN F. BROWN'
nied by two adjacent cigars, the heads of the Witnesses:
tacks serving to maintain an air-space be- LYNN A. WILLIAMS,
HARVEY L. IHANSON.

tween the plate and the lid of the bex.
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