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; have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Fence-Posts; and I do hereby
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To all whom i mMmay Concert:

Be it known that I, ALFRED M. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Beebe,
in the eounty of Fayette, State of Alabama,

declare the following to be a full, ¢lear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
Thisinvention relates tofence-posts in gen-
eral and more particularly to the class of me-

tallic fence-posts; and it has for its object to

provide a post which may be formed of sheet-
steel in tubular shape and to which fence-
wires may be firmly secured at various points
longitudinally thereof and with respect to
which said wires may be easﬂy and quickly
applied and removed.

In the drawings forming a pOI‘thﬂ of this
specification, aud in whmh like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a perspective view
showing the post embodying the present in-
vention. Kig. 218 a vertical section includ-
ing theclip-plate and itselamping-bolt. Fig.
3 18 a transverse section through the post at
a point above a wire-clamp. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the clamping-plate of the
wire-clamp.

Referring now to the drawings, the present

‘post comprises & body portion 5, consisting of

a4 sheet of metal which is rolled transversely
into tubular form, the side edges of the plate
being spaced apart to form a vertical or lon-
eitudinalslot 6. In connection with the post
may be employed any number of wire-fasten-
ing clamps to correspond to the number of
wires in the fence to be supported. Each of
the wire-clamps consists of a elamping-plate
7, one end portion of which 18 bent over at
right angles, as shown at 8, and from this
portion 8 projects a finger 9, which slidably

~engages the longitndinal slot 6, so that the
adjacent edge of the portion or flange 8 will -

rest against the face of the post adjacent to
the longitudinal slot of the latter.

At the opposite end of the plate 7 from the

flange or bent-over portion 8 extends a nar-
rowed finger 10, whieh is curved longitudi-
nally, so as to shdably engage in the slot 0,

I the lower end of the p_]a.te resting with its

edge against the face of the post.

‘The fence-wire (shown at 11)is received be-
tween the post and the upper portion of the
clamping-plate and lies in the angle between
said plate and the flange 8 thereof To draw
the elamping-plates aframst the side of the
post, a bolt 12 is provided, the stem of which

is disposed in the longitudinal slot of the post

for sliding movement therein, while the head
lies within the post and prevents withdrawal
of the bolt through the slot. The clamping-
plate hasa central perforation, through which
is passed the stem of the bolt, and beyond
the plate a nut 13 is engaged with the stem,

so that it may be moved to impinge against'

the plate and press the latter against the post.

- When a wire is to be clamped to the post,
the clip is adjusted vertically of the post to

the proper point and the nut is backed up
sufficiently far to permit of withdrawal of the
upper finger of the clamping-plate from the
slot of the post, after which the wire is dis-
posed over the bolt and behind the clamping-
plate.. The nut is then screwed up on the
stem of the bolt to cause the clamping-plate
bo press the wire against the post. At the
same tine the lower edge of the clamping-

| plate is caused to grip tightly against the face

.

i ping of the clip is prevented.

“with the elip to the proper position.

1 of the post, and as the plate is at an angle to
‘the face of the post any downward tendency

of the fence-wire tends to force this lower
edee of the clamping - plate more tightly
against the post, and hence downward slip-
It will be nn-
derstood that instead of properly positioning
the elip before engagement of the fence-wire
therewith the wire may be first engaged with
the clip and then the wire moved veriically
With
this construction the wire is held firmly and
adjustably to the post, and by siightly loosen-
ing the clip the wire may be drawn through
it to give propertension, it being p&rtmularly
noted that any downward pressure on the
wire tends to swing the lower edge of the

t clamping-plate move tightly against the post,

with the head of the bolt as a pivot, so that
the wire is not liable to displacement.
In practice modifications of the specific

| construction shown may be made, and any
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suitable materials and proportions may be |

used for the various parts without departing
from the spirit of the invention.
YW hat is claimed is—

1. The combination with a post having a

longitudinal slot therein, of a clamping-plate
having fingers slidably engaged in the slot,
and a bolt slidably engaged in the slot, said
bolt having its head disposed within the post,
and against the inner face thereof and hav-
ing its stem passed slidably through the
clamping-plate, and a nut disposed upon the
stem of the bolt. |

2. The combination with a post having a
longitudinal slot therein, of a clamping-plate
having a laterally-directed flauge at one end

and-having fingers projecting from said flange
and the opposite end of the plate respectively

and slidably engaged in the slot of the post,the

edges of the flange and the opposite end of
the plate respectively resting against the face
of the post, a bolt lying with its head within
the post and having its stem passed through
the slot of the post and through the clamp-
ing-plate, and a clamping-nut engaged with
the free end portion of the bolt.

In testimony whereof I aifix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

R | ALFRED M. SMITH.

Witnesses: | |
W. . BROWN,
E0. HOWTON.
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