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~ vided with an extension b, into which through
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To all whom it may CONCErIL: | pin o, the circuit 18 completed, and the elec-
Be it known that I, HARRY A. ROBERTSOX, ; tricity passes on to the lamp or to any other
o citizen of the United States, residing at | device in connection with which it 18 used by
Princeton, in the county ot Caldwell and State | the consumer. Normally the lever 7 is kept
of Kentucky, have invented cortain new and | out ot contact with the pin o by means of a
useful Improvements in Prepayment Attach- gpring 7, the tension of which may be varied
ments for Electric Meters; and 1 do hereby | by any ordinary tension device, (indicated
declare the following to be a full, clear, and | at s.)
exact description of the invention, such as | Thelever /218 connected with the lever by
will enable others skilled in the art to which | a flexible arm ¢, 0. that said lever 7 may be
it appertains to make and use the same. moved aside, carrying with it the shoulder g,
Myinventionrelates to prepaymentattach- when it is desired to deliver the coin into the
ments for electric meters; and the object of | extension L. The moving aside of the lever
my invention is to produce a simple prepay- | 2 and shoulder g 18 accomplished by means
ment device which may be attached to any { of an arm u, either connected with or oper-
of the meters now in use and one that is in- | ated by the meter. The movement of the
expensive and easily operated. arm % by meansof an oxtension 7 on the rod
With this object in view my invention con- | v moves the latter against the tension of the
sists in the construction and combinations of
parts, as hereinatter described and claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
alongitudinalsection of my improved device,
and Fig. 2 is a horizontal cross-section on the
line 2 2 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of
the arrows.
o represents an inclosing box or casing pro-

and by means of a bent portion « on the up-
per part of the rod v the lever h is moved
aside, carrying with 1t the shoulder g, which
a]lows the coin todrop. As the coin drops it
strikes against an inclined plate y, which 18
loosely pivoted at 2 on the post 1. The plate
y is allowed to move downward a little dis-
tance, the downward movement, however, be-
inglimited by the stop o Asthe plate y falls
it lifts up the perforated plate 3, through
which the rod v . passes. On this rod v are
mounted two stops 4 and 9, adjustably se-
ecnred tosaid rod by means of set-screws, one
of which is shown at ©.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The coin after it has dropped 1n the slot d 18
guided by the pillars e and £ in its fall until

o slot ¢ the coins drop after they have oper-
ated the device. The extension b may be a
locked drawer, if preferred. The casing @ 18
provided with a slot d just large enough %o
admit a coin of the desired denomination.
After being inserted in the slot b the coln
¢alls between two grooved pillars e and f un-
til it strikes a shoulder g upon the operating-
lever h, which is made of insulating material
and firmly attached to the actuating-lever .
This actuating-lever 4 is pivotally supported
on the pin j in the post /;, which is made of
insulating material, and to this post 1s con-
nected a wire m, running from a binding-
post n, to which one of the line-wires 1s at-
tached. | |

o represents a stop-pin carried by the posb
I, which is made of insulating material.

p represents the wire by which the elec-
tricity is delivered to the lamp or wherever
it is to be used, passing to the binding-post
g. When the lever i is in contact with the

the lever h, carrying the opposite end of the
lever ¢ upwardly into contact with the pin o,
thereby completing the ceireuit. The elec-
tricity is then delivered for the consumer’s
qse until the arm u, driven by the meter,
strikes the extension 7 on the rod ¥ and turns
it, swinging aside the lever h and shoulder ¢
upon the flexible connection 7 far enough to
2llow the coin to drop. In its fall the coin
strikes the plate v, depressing it and lifting
the rod v a limited distance, thereby disen-
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spring w, which 18 ooiled around said rod, -
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% gtrikes the shoulder g, when it swingsdown
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gaging the extension 7 from the rod v and al-
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- normally broken, a lever
sald cireuit, said lever
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lowing the latter to slip by said extension. |

The spring 2w then returns the rod » to its
original position. A stop (not shown) may
be used, if desired, to prevent said spring
from turning the rod # too far. The flexible
part ¢ returns the lever A to its original posi-
tion and the spring » pulls the lever 7 into
its original position, thereby breaking the
circuit and restoring all the parts to their
original positions ready for subsequent use.

While I have thus described my invention,
I wish it to be distinetly understood that I do
not limit myself to the exact details shown
and described, as many changes might be
made without departing from the spirit of
‘my invention; but |

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Inaprepaymentattachment for electrie
meters, the combination of an electric circuit
adapted to close
being adapted to be
struck by the operating-coin and to support
the same for a time, means for swinging aside
sald lever without breaking said circuit,
thereby allowing the coin to drop, and means
set in operation by the fall of the coin to re-
store the parts to their original positions,
substantially as deseribed. ;

2. In a prepayment attachment for electric
Ineters, the combination of an electric circuit
normally ‘broken, a
when actuated by a coin to close said circuit,

- & spring for normally holding said lever out
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of contact with one of the branches of said
circuit, said lever being adapted to be struck
by the coin and to support it for a time, means
for bending said lever and allowing said coin
to drop without breaking said circuit, and
means operated by the fall of the coin to re-

store the parts to their original positions, sub-

stantially as deseribed.

3. In a prepayment .attachmént for meters, |

the combination of a lever provided with a
shoulder adapted to support a coin, said le-
ver by its movement closing an electric cir-
cuit, mechanism operated by a meter for
moving aside said

coin to drop, means operated by the fall of

the coin to disengage said operating mechan-

ism, and springs

for restoring all the parts
to their original

positions when said operat-

ing mechanism is disengaged,-.substantially_

as described.

4. In a prepayment device for meters, the
combination of a casing provided with a slot
through which a coin may be dropped, a le-

ver having a portion thereof located under.

operated by a meter for moving aside said

lever, thereby allowing said coin to drop,

means operated by the fall of the coin to djs.
°ngagesaid operating mechanism,and springs
for restoring the parts named to
nal positions, substantially as described.

pivoted lever adapted

shoulder and allowing the -

1 combination with g slot for

their origi-
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0. In a prepayment device for meters, the
combination of a casing
for the reception of a coin, guides for said
coin, a lever normally supporting said coin
after it has fallen a limited distance, said le-
ver being pivoted in said casing and being
composed of two parts united by a flexible
connecbion, and means for moving said lever
aside, thereby allowing said coin to fall, sub-
stantially as desecribed. |

6. In a prepayment attachment for meters,
the combination of 4 lever adapted to support
a coin after it has fallen a limited distance,
meansforswinging aside said lever and allow-
ing the coin to drop, said means consisting:
of an adjustably-mounted rod provided with
an extension at each end, means for operat-
ing said rod and a spring for restoring said
red to its normal position, substantially as
described. |

7. In a prepayment device for meters, the
combination of a lever, means operated by the
meter for moving said lever, and mechanism
for disengaging said operating means by the
fall of a coin, said mechanism including a

pivoted plate and a rod provided with adjust-

provided with a slot
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able stops operated by said plate, substan-

tially as described. | ._

8. In a prepayment attachment for meters,
the combination of a lever for supporting a
coln after it has fallen a limited distance,
means operated by the meter proper for mov-
Ing aside said lever, thereby allowing said
coin to drop, mechanism for disengaging said
operating means consisting of a loosely-piv-
oted plate adapted to be operated by the fall

‘of said coin after it has been disengaged from

sald lever, and a stop for limiting the down-

ward movement of

as described. |
9. In aprepaymentattachment for meters,

! the combination of g casing provided with a

slot and guide-pillars, a lever having a por-
tion located between said pillars, said lever
being composed of two parts united by a flexi-
ble econnection and adapted by its movement
when actuated by a coin to complete an elec-
trie circuit, means
proper for moving aside said lever and allow-

sald plate, substantially

operated by the meter
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ing the coin to drop still farther, said means

consisting of an adjustably-pivoted rod pro-
vided with an extension at each end, mech-
anism for disengaging said rod from the op-

| erating means driven by the meter consisting

of a loosely-pivoted plate operated by the fall

120

of the coin, and springs for restoring said le-

ver and said rod to their original positions,
substantially as deseribed.
10. In a prepayment device for meters, the

8 coln, grooved guide-pillars for
lever provided with a shoulder normally Io-
cated between said guide-pillars, said lever
being composed of two parts united by a flexi-
ble portion, means for swinging aside said
lever out of the path of the coin consisting of

‘the reception of
sald coin, a
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an arm driven by
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the meter proper, and an
adjustably-mounted pivoted rod provided

with an extension atb each end, a loosely-piv-

oted plate, one partof which is adapted to be
struck by the coin as it falls, and the other
part engaging said rod, a stop to limib the

downward movement of said plate, springs |

for restoring the parts to their original posi-

-

| tions,

1

stantially as desecribed. | |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature .
in presence of

Witnesses:

=

and suitable electrical connections,sub-
| 10

two witnesses. -
H_.ARRY A. ROBERTSON.

Jorx R. WYLIE,
T. E. COLEMAN.
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