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To all whomy t6 May CONCErit: - 11:1%' on. _
BRe it known that I, GEORGE M. PIERCE, & | within the pockets, the

citizen of the United States, residing at Brod-
head, in the county of Green and State of

To securely hold the sets of cards
latter are made of

the sets of cards that they are firmly held in
| their respective positions by the pockets pro-

peculiar form and disposal, and so inclose

Wisconsin, have invented certaln new and
useful Improvements 1n Duplicate - W hist
Trays, of which the following 18 & specifica-
tion. '

The novelty contained in the devide_em-

bodied in this invention, which relates to
oard-holding trays used in «« juplicate-whist
apparatus,” rests 1n the general arrangement
of the eard receivers oOr retainers and the pe-
culiar form thereof DYy which the article is
rendered more serviceable in a mannet which
will more fully appear as the description pro-
ceeds.

For a full deserip
the merits thereof and alsotoacquired knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the
means for effecting the results reference is to
description and draw-
ings hereto attached. |

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of theinvention are susceptible of modi-
fication, still the preferred embodiment of
the invention is illustrated 1n the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s & perspective view of the tray
open. Fig. 2 18 a perspective view of the
tray folded. Fig. 3 i a transverse sectional
view through the folded trajy. Fig. 4 18 a
view showing the tray folded in a different
manner from that shown in Fig. 2.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
t5 in the following description and indicated
h all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

The tray or holder1s preferably made from.

flexible material—such as leather, cloth, or
the like—and consists of the base 1 and
pockets 2, arranged upon said base and pref-
erably in alinement with each other. The
pockets 2 are arranged to receive the sets of
sards used by the several
of each hand and are provided with suitable
desecriptivedataindicative of thesets of cards
played by the several players. Some difii-
culty is experienced 1n these deviees in pre-
venting the displacement of the sets of cards
from the holding-pockets, due to the constant
handling of the article while the game 18 go-

| the pocket is cut away atb

players at the end

vided upon the tray. ‘The pockets 2 are ar-
ranged so that the entrance-openings 3 are
toward each other, and these entrance-open-
ings are of special form. The end portion of
I the corner thereof,
and this enables the cards to be held upon
four edges, and thus the efficiency of the
pockets 18 augmented to the highest degree.

To introduce the cards within the pocket,
the ends are first placed adjacent the en-
trance-openings, and the
endwise and at the same time a circulinear

movement to throw the major portion of the

cards are given an.
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cards within the said pocket, as very clearly

shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
away portions of the pockets which form the
entrance openings are oppositely disposed
with reference to the adjacent pockets at the
ends of the base, this being deemed advan-
tageous for obvious reasons.

tion and laid aside, as shown in Fig. 4; but
it is preferred that the same be again folded
(see Fig. 2) upon stself after the initial fold-
ing movement to hetter retain the cards

in. A flap 5 may be provided at one
end of the base to overlap the body thereof
after the tray has been folded in the proper
manner. The flap will also indicate the po-
sition of the tray on the table each time the
cards are played. |

An important point of advantage in this
form of pocket is that it provides a conven-
ient way for the players to remove or replace
the cards simultaneously with the right hand.

Having thus
is claimed as new 1s-——

1. A tray or holder of the character de-
seribed, consisting of a base having one Or
more pockets thereon cach of said pockets
having a portion of one side and a portion of
one adjacent end removed 1o provide an en-
trance-opening, whereby cards are adapted
by proper manipulation to be received within
the pockets and embraced upon four different
edges.

2. A tray or holder of the character de-

described the invention, what
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b The tray is -
adapted to be folded at about the central por-
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scribed, comprising a base provided with g | obliqueline to provide entrance-openings, the

plurality of pockets arranged in alined sets, | said cut-away portions of the pockets being

the adjacent pockets of each set having their | disposed upon correspondingly opposite cor-

correspondingly opposite corner portions cut | ners of the pockets, substan bially as de- 1
5 away to provide entrance-openings, substan- | seribed. |

tially as deseribed. In testimony whereof I affix my signature
3. A tray or holder of the character de- In .presence of two witnesses.
scribed, and consisting of a flexible base pro- | GEORGE M. PIERCE. L. 8.7
vided with a, Pplurality of pockets arranged |  Witnesses: |
.0 Substantially in alinement, said pockets hav- F. L. HOLLIDAY,

ing their corner portions cut away upon an | O. S. FREEMAN.
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