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Ty all whom & may CORCEriv: Corresponding and like parts are referred
Be it known that I, GEORGE M. PIERCE, a | toin the following deseription and indicated
citizen of the United States, residing at Brod- | 1n a1l the views of the drawings by the same 55
head, in the county of Green and State of Wis- | reference characters.
¢ consin, have snvented certain new and useful In the game of duplicate whist, which 1s
Improvements in Duplicate-W hisb Trays, of | usually played by four different persons, a .
which the following 1s a specification. | deck of cards1s ntilized for each of the trays
Tt is well known that in the game of dupli- ‘ qused. The cards are dealt to the several per- 6o
cate whist a large number of card holders or | 8008 playing, thirteen 1o each, and after the
> trays of peculiar construction are required, | hand has been played oub by each person the
a set comprising from eight to twelve, SIX- oards are then retained 1n their respective
teen, or twenty-four of suech. Obviously it | piles and placed away within the holding de-
iq an essential desideratum that these devices | vice upon the tray. These cards must be 065
embody the greatest simplieitly attainable in | keptin their separate piles,and when disposed

g order that they may be produced at & mini- | within the tray same is set aside and the game
mum expenditure relative to cost, and 1n- proceeds, the players using the other decks
deed to construct them as practicable as ig | of cards and trays, according to the number
possible for the purposes intended. | | of hands to be played, which is determined 70

This invention alms to provide an article | usnally by the namber of trays in the set.

20 constructed with special reference to the | It is very desirable that the trays be of as
above and possessing further advantages | cheap construciion as possible, but at the
which will hereinafter be mOre fully de- | same time substantial and really efficient for
scribed. | the purposes of the game. 75

The tray constituting the invention Ppro- In the form of the article as illustrated in

2z vides special means cooperating with the | Fig. 4 of the drawings the base 1l is prefer-
pockets in which the cards are disposed for ably made from approximately stiff mate-
facilitating the ready introduetion of the | rial, such as cardboard or with a wire frame
oards therein and removal when the traysare inclosed between two thicknesses of cloth, dc
being used in the play. and is provided upon its upper side with a

3o For a full description of the invention and | plurality of card-holding devices, such as
the merits thereof and alsoto acquireaknowl- pockets 2. Rach of the pockets 2 1s pro-
edge of the details of construction of the | vided with cut-away portions 3. through which
means for effecting the result reference is to | the cards are introduced within the body of 93
be had to the following description and draw- ‘the same. The base and the pockets are cov-

25 ings hereto attached. : ored with material of suitable character, such

While the essential and characteristic fea- | as cloth 4, to give a finish to the article. The
tures of the invention are susceptible of modl- covering-cloth is disposed upon both sides of
fication, still the preferred ombodiment of | the base and may be secured thereto by past- go
the invention is illustrated 1n the accompany- | Ing Or otherwise, as found convenient in the

40 ing drawings, in which— | | ‘manufacture of the trays for the market.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the flexi- | Each of the pockets 218 provided with proper
ble form of tray. Fig.2isa perspective view indicating matter to designate the positions
of the flexible tray folded 1n one way. I'ig. | of the players, as will be readily understood 95
3 ig a view similar to Fig. 2, showing a differ- | by those versed in playing the game. The nu-

45 ent manner of folding the tray. ¥ig. 4is a | merals ¢“1,” 2,7 ««3 7 and ‘“4” are used for
perspective view of a tray ready for use and this purpose. It desirable, the player who is
embodying a modified form. Fig. 5 is an | known as the ¢ leader” may be provided
olevation of the base of the tray shown in | with a ¢t ]eader-card,” which when disposed 100
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 1s a partial sectional view | uppermost of the set of cards comprising his -

go through one of the card-pockets and the ad- | hand will serve 1o inform the players as to the
jacent portion of the basé of the modified hands which they will be required toplay when

- form of tray. | the trays are again set before them. - Inorder
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moval of the sets of cards played by the re-
Spective players into and out of the several
pockets 2, the base 1 has a number of cut-
away portions 5 thereon, the number of these
cut-away portions 5 corresponding to the
number of the pockets 2, for reasons which

The covering-cloth 4

extend over the cut-away portions 5, so that |
open view. The cut-

away portions 5 are loeated upon the base at
the points of ingress and egress of the cards
from the pockets 2.

flexible permits of grasping of the cards be-
neath the pile within the pocket, and thus
enables themn to be more readily removed.
- The pockets 2 are arranged in sets, each sef
being used by the partners in the play, and
the sets of pockets are disposed upon oppo-
site sides of the base, having the entrance-
openings toward each other. 'The trayshown
in the first figures of the drawings is the pre-
ferred form and is adapted to be folded first
upon two lines, which are designated 7 and
7%, respectively, and then the end portions
of the tray, after the same has been folded
in the manner above stated, are folded upon
each other, and the tray is adapted to be
Placed away until the game proceeds suffi-
ciently for a second use of the respective sets
of cards in the tray.
trays are folded in this way and put to one
side, being used in their regular order.

The tray may be folded ag shown in Fig.
3, having the end folds received one within
the other, so that no likelihood of the same

the ends are in a manner locked together.
Having thus deseribed the invention, what
18—

1S claimed as new

_ The covering upon the
sides of the basa being to a certain extent

After each hand the

a base of approximately oblong form, sets of

pocketsdisposed upon correspondingopposite
edge portions of the said base, the pockets of

each set having entrance-openings for admis-
sion of cardsorthe like disposed at diagonally
opposite corner portions thereof, the base be-
ing flexible at the severa] points of entrance
to the pockets.

2. Atrayorholderfor gameapparatus, con-

sisting of a base, pockets provided upon said
base and cut-away portions located thereon

5¢

55

approximately at the points of entrance to the

pockets, and a covering extending over the
said baseand cu t-away portions,substantially
as described. -

3. A trayorholder forgameapparatuscom-
prising a base provided with pockets thereon,
sald base having portions cut away at ap-
proximately the points of entrance to the
pockets, a covering disposed upon the upper
and lower sides of the base and extending
over the cut-away portions thereon, whereby
the base is made flexible at the points of en-
trance to the said pockets, substantially as
described. |

4. In a tray or holder of the character de-
seribed, a base provided with pockets thereon
and having portions cut away at approxi-
mately the points of
the said cut-away portions extending a dis-
tance within the pockets and g covering dis-
posed upon the upper and lower sides of the
base and extending over the
tions thereon, whereby the base is made flexi-
ble at the points of entrance to the pockets,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE M. PIERCE.

Witnesses:

IF. L. HOLLIDAY,
O. S. FREEMAN.

my signature

[L.8.]
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