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To all whom it may concermw: |
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. bEEHLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,
g have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Box-Fasteners, of which the

following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
1o tion. ' __ +
My invention relates to a fastener for se-
curing the lids of shipping-boxes; and it con-
sists in features of novelty hereinafter fully
deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.
1s  Figure 1 is a perspective view of my fas-
tener looking at the interior of a box to
which it is applied. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tion of the box with the fastener shown In
side elevation. Fig. 8 is a face view of the
»o catech member of the fastener. = Fig. 4 is a
~ top view of the catch member as it appears
beforeits leg-arms are confined to furnish the
spring action imparted to the member on ap-
plying it to the box to which it is secured.
25 A designates the front wall of a box pro-

vided with an orifice B, adapted to receive

" a rod or other instrument C, which is passed
therethrough from the exterior of the box to
release the fastener.

D is the box-lid.

1 designates a hook member, which is pref-
erably in the form of a plate secured to the
lid D, and is provided with a downwardly-ex-
tending leg 2, that terminatesin an upturned
35 lip 3. o B o

4 designates the body of a catch member.
The catch mémber 4 is formed of wire doubled
throughout its body and the upper loop end
of which is bent, as shown, to constitute a
hook 5, adapted to engage the lip 3 of the
hook member 1 to connect the catch member
to the hook member. At the lower end of
the catch memberare two outturned leg-arms

6, one extending from one of the portions of

45 the doubled body of the catch memberandthe
other extending from the other member of said
doubled body. As originally produced the
leg-arms 6 extend at angles to the axis of the
doubled catch-member body 4, as seen 1n
Fig. 4, whereby they are arranged in planes
differentiated from said body. When the
eateh member is to be applied to the wall of the

RO

‘box that receivesit, the ends of the leg-arms 6

are positioned against the box-wall, to which
they incline from the plane of the catch-mem- 55
ber body, asseen infulllines, Fig. 4. Staples?

or equivalent securing means are then driven
into the box-wall to straddle the leg-arms 6

at or near their junections with the portions

of the catch-member body, as seen in Fig. 1, 6o°

- and thereby the previously-outstanding 1n-

ner portions of the leg-arms are carried in-
wardly to the box-wall, while the termina-
tions of the arms remain in contact with the
wall. On carrying the previously-outstand- 65
ing inner portions of the leg-arms to the box-
wall and fastening such portions thereat the
spring action of the arms thus produced will
afford resilience by which the body 4 oi the
catch member and its hook & are spring-held
roward the wall of the box to cause said hook
to engage and be retained in engagement
with the lip 3 of the hook member 1 when
the 1id of the box is in elosed position. In
the act of closing the lid D the hook-member 73
lip rides down the inclined upper end of the
catch-member hook 5, thereby forcing the
cateh member rearwardly to permit the pas-
sage of said lip beneath the catch-member
hook, which subsequently springs into posi- 8o
tion above the lip to engage and retain it.

S is a keeper, preferably a staple, which
straddles the body of the catch member and
serves to limit its rearward movementin the
act of disengaging the partsof the fastener. 85
To disengage the catch-member hook from
+he hook-member lip, it is only necessary to
introduce an implement—such as that, C,
shown in Fig. 1—through the wall-orifice b,
‘and by pressing against the catch member 1t
iq foreced rearwardly to free it from the hook
member. _ _

I claim as my invention— o |

1. In a box-fastener, a catch member com-
prising a single piece of wire bent upon itself g5
to form a body member and spring leg-arms
projecting from opposite sides of -the body
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member at one end in the same plane there-
with and at angles other than right angles
thereto, and means securing the catch mem-
ber to the box near the junction of the spring
leg-arms and the body mewmber, leaving the
ends of said leg-arms free. S

9 TIn a box-fastener, the combination with
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a hook member carried by the top of the box
and upon the inside thereof and having 4
downwardly-extending leg provided with an
upturned lip, of a catech member comprising
a body portion extending upwardly toward
the top.of the box and having at its lower
end spring leg-arms lying against the walls

of the box and extending downwardly at an |

angle to the body portion of the cateh mem-

i

| ber, said leg-arms being free at their ends, ro

and means securing the catch member upon
theinside of the box, and embracing said mem-
ber near the junction of the body portion and
the spring leg-arms. |
CHARLES W. BEEHLER.
In presence of—
E. S. KN1GHT,
M. . SmiTH.
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