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To all whom it ma,y COMLCETTL:
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. ENRIGHT, a

citizen of the United States, residing in the

city of New York, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Electric
- Advertising Devices, of which the following

is a specification. :

My invention relates to that class of signs
in which the characters or letters are deline-
ated in electric lights, usually of the incan-
descent type, and relates more particularly
to a sign in which the characters or letters
can be readily and quickly changed without
disturbing the wiring, while the visible sur-
face presented is only broken by the lights
which are designed to delineate the desired
character or letter.

The object of my invention is to construct

an electric-light sign in which the wiring and .

supply-points remain permanently fixed and
in which the letter or visible surface is inter-
changeable and of simple and inexpensive
construetion. |
A further object of my invention is to pre-
sent a permanent arrangement of wiring
which will suffice for each of the changeable
characters and be at the same time the most
efficient, simple, and inexpensive construc-
tion hitherto presented. -
In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated my invention embodied in a sign de-
signed for six changeable characters. |
~ Figure 1represents a completesign showing
the word ‘‘Boston” in incandescent lights.
Fig. 2isafront viewof the permanent portion
of a single character or letter box or section
with the character or pattern plate omitted.
Fig. 8 is a vertical cross-section of same; Fig.
4, a front view with the perforated pattern-

plate with the letter “ B” and the lamps in

50

position, and Fig. 5 a vertical cross-section
through FKig. 4. __

Referring to the drawings, I provide a shal-
low box A for each character or element of
the sign. Upon the back or base B of the
box A, I fix parallel rows of lamp-sockets 2,
permanently wired to conductors 3, passing
out throungh the base B. The preferable
arrangement of the lamp-sockets 2 1 have
shown in Fig. 2, it being three rows of five

sockets each interlined with two rows of nine
sockets each, the consecutive odd numbers
of the nine-socket rows being each in aline- |
ment with the consecutive sockets of the five- 55
socket rows. The several rows of sockets
are positioned a distance apart equal to the
distance between the sockets inthe five-socket
rows, forming a square figure. Thisarrange-
ment of sockets produces & monogram from 60
which each of the letters of the alphabet may

be singly selected out and it is believed pre-
sents the simplest and most pleasing and eco-
nomical form of electric-letter monogram yet
devised. The selection of five letters of the 65
alphabet from this monogram is shown in =
Fig. 1 and illustrates the manner in which
the characters are delineated. 1 preferably

| connect the sockets of each row in series and

next connect each separate bank with the 7c¢
mains without the box, inserting the proper
cut-outs, &e. Slideways 4 are formed in the
walls of the box adjacent the front thereof
and parallel to the back or base B. 1 pro-
vide flat pattern-plates 5, provided with eir- 75
cular perforations 6, adapted to fit the lamp,
as shown in Figs. 4and 5. The pattern-plate
5 slides into the slideways 4, and the perfora-
tions 6 are arranged in the plate so as to ex-
actly register with the sockets 2 required to 3o
form the desired character or letter. Lamps
are then inserted through the perforations
andscrewed into the sockets registering there-
with, and a surface is presented only broken
by the delineation of the letter in the lamps. 85

The letter-plates 5 may be made very
cheaply of any sheet material—such as wood,
pasteboard, or preferably sheet metal--and
when not in use, as is the case with the ma-
jority of plates used in connection with any go
particular sign, may be packed and stored in
a space of very small compass.

The advantages of construction of this kind
are readily seen, as a great number of letters
each carrying a large number of sockets con- 95
sume a great amountof storage-space, arevery
clumsy to handle and change because of their
bulk, and above all have to be connected
with the mains whenever a letter is changed.

The thin sheets 5 employed in my construc- 100
tion may have the complete letter painted or
otherwise demarked upon its surface in white
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or other color adapted to diffuse the light on

a dark ground—for instance, as shown in

section 7 of Fig. 1, showing the letter ¢¢S.”
It is obvious that various changes may be

5 made in the details of and equivalent ele-

ments substituted in the embodiment of my
invention without departing from the spirit
thereof. |

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. In an electrie sign, the combination of
a monogram of terminals, a plurality of sub-
stitutable pattern-plates each perforated with
one character of said monogram, and lamps
attachable to said terminals through the per-
forations of said plates. |

2. In an electrie sign, the combination of
a monogram of lamp-sockets, a plurality of
substitutable pattern-plates each perforated
with one character of said monogram, and
lamps attachable to said sockets through the
perforations of said plates.

3. In an electric sign, the combination of
a series of disconnectible secticns each com-
prising a monogram of lamp-sockets, a plu-
rality of substitutable pattern-plates each
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perforated with one character of said mono-

gram, and lamps attachable to said sockets
through the perforaticons of said plates.

4. In an electric sign, the combination of

a monogram of lamp-sockets, a pluarality of
substitutable pattern-plates fixable before
sald monogran and each perforated with one
character of said monogram, the perforations
of the fixed plates being in registry with the
corresponding sockets of the corresponding
character in the monogram, and lamps at-
tachable to said sockets through said
rations and protruding beyond said plate
when attached.

0. In an electriec sign, the combination of
a monogram of terminals, a plurality of sub-
stitutable pattern-plates each perforated with
one character of said monogram, the face of
said characters completed about said perfo-
rations in light-diffusing surfaces upon said
plates, and lamps attachable to said termi-
nals through the perforations of said plates
and protruding without said perforations in
advance of said diffusing-surface when at-
tached. |

6. In an electrie sign, the combination of
a box, a monogram of lamp-sockets perma-
nently fixed upon the inner face of the back
of said box, permanent electrical connection
between said sockets and mains leading with-
out sald box, a plurality of substitutable pat-
tern-plates fixable upon said box to constitute
a front therefor, each perforated with one
character of said monogram, the perforations
of the fixed plates being in registry with the
corresponding sockets of the corresponding
character in the monogram, and lamps at-
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tachable to said sockets through said perfora- |

tions and

protruding beyond said plate when
65 attached. |

perfo-

—
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7. In an electric sign, the combination of
a box, a monogram of lamp-sockets perma-
nently fixed upon the inner face of the back
of sald box, a plurality of substitutable pat-
tern - plates slidably affixable to said box to
constitute a front therefor, each perforated
with one character of said monogram, and
lamps attachable to said monograin through
the perforations of said plates.
- 8. In an electric sign, the combination of
a monogram of terminals comprising three
rows of five terminals alternating with two
rows of nine terminals, a plurality of substi-
tutable pattern-plates each perforated with
one character of said monogram, and lamps 8c
attachable to said terminals through the per-
forations of said plates.
- 9. The combination with a foundation and
a monogram of lamp-sockets secured to the
surface thereof, of a removable perforated

75

plate adapted to be connected thereto.and

which plate indicates the letter or numeral to
be represented and through which the elec-
tric lamps pass to connection with the sock-
ets, substantially as set forth.

10. Thecombination withafoundation,and
a monogram of lamp-sockets secured thereto,
of a removable plate having therein a series
of perforations alining with predetermined
sockets and representing a given letterornu- gs
meral and through which perforations the
lamps pass to connection with the sockets be-
neath, the surface of said plate being paint-
ed with contrasting colors so that the letter
or numeral indicated by the perforations is 100
outlined by a color contrasting with the re-
maining surface of the plate, substantially as
set forth.

11. Thecombination with a foundation hav-
ing edge flanges and a monogram of lamp- 105
sockets upon said foundation, of a removable
perforated plate adapted to slide in grooves
formed in the inner surfaces of said edge
flanges and interchangeable with other simi-
lar plates, the said plate being so prepared 110
as to indicate in the day-time the letter or nu-
meral carried thereby and indicated by the
electric lamps at night, substantially as set
forth.

12. The combination with a series of alined 115
foundations with groups or monograms of
lamp-sockets arranged on their outer faces,
of series of removable interchangeable perfo-
rated plates, and means for connecting the
same to sald foundations, said plates being 120
prepared so as to indicate in the day-time the
letters or numerals which are indicated at
night by the electric lamps which passthrough
their perforations to connection with the sock-
ets upon the foundation, substantially as set 123

forth.
GEORGE W. ENRIGHT.
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VWitnesses:
FRED. J. DOLE,
JOHN . SEIFERT.,
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