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To all whom tt mfmy'concerm

citizen of the United States, residingat Mead-
ville, in the county of Crawford and State of

Pennsylvania, have invented new and useful

Improvements in Train-Order-Holding De-
viees, of which the followingis aspeclﬁcatlon

My present invention pertams to train-or-

der-holding devices—1. e., devices for hold-

ing train- orders Inessages and other arti-
| cles—and adapted when held in proper posi-

tion close to a mﬂway_—track to be conven-
iently taken on a fast-moving train.

The invention 18 demgned more particu-
larly as an improvement upon the device
constituting the subject-matter of my Let-

ters Patent No. 576,691, dated February 9,

- 1897; and it consists in the peculiar and ad-
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vantageous construction hereinafter de-
scrlbed and particularly pointed out in the
claims appended

In the accompanying dra,wmﬂ's, Figure 1
is a side elevation of the device forming the
preferred embodiment of my invention, the
same being shown with a train-order or mes-
sage clamped thereon. Fig. 2is a detail sec-
tlon taken at right angles to Fig. 1 on the
broken line 2 2 of said figure, and Fig, 3 1s
a detail sectional perspective view illustrat-
ing a modified spring for clamping messages
and other arficles against the device.

‘Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in Kigs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, re-
ferring to whmh A is a hoop, which is prefer-
ably of wood, because of the lightness of such

material, and has a shank B, also preferably

of wood, extendmn' radially therefrom and C
is a spring for clampmw messages, train-or-
ders, and the like against the said shank of
the hoop I prefer to connect the hoop and
its shank through the medium of a nail D,

having a head dlsposed within the hoop, and |

I also prefer to utilize said nail in connecting
the spring to the hoop, as presently de-
scribed. The spring is of wire of suitable
caliber . and resiliency and comprises a loop
a, which is of a width to bear against the
shank B and has its bight portion inclined
outwardly, as indicated by b, this to form a
convenient finger-grasp and to permit of the

ready interposition of messages and the like

between the spring and theshank., The ends

or article which it carries.

1 of the said loop a are coiled about the hoop
Be it known that I, CARPENTER J. QUAY, a

at opposite sides of the shank, as indicated
by ¢, and are wrapped around and secured to

| the nail D, as indicated by d.

Fo virtue of the spring C being construet-

'ed and arranged as shown and deserlbed 1t

will be observed that a message, train-order,
or other article that it is desired to put on a
moving train may be readily secured between
the spring and the shank and as readily re-
moved therefrom, and this without liability

-of such message or article being casually dis-

placed and lost incident to the takmn' of the
device on a fast-moving train.
In using the device a person after securing
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the message, train-order, or other article be-

tween the spring and shank holds the device
by the shank close to a railway-track, so as
to enable the engineer or the conductor of a
moving train to pass his arm through the
hoop A, and thereby take the device on the

| tra,ln

“When desired, I may taper the end of the

_'sha;nk_B as indicated by e, and place said-

shank in a correspondingly-tapered bifurca-
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tion of a stationary support such as shown .

in my aforesaid Letters Patent; also, I may
depend on a device on a locomotive to take
through the hoop A, and thereby catch and
hold my improved device with the message
I have deemed 1t
nnnecessary to illustrate the stationary sup-
port and the device on a locomotive, as the
sameareshownin myaforesaid Letters Patent
and form no part of my present invention.
The modified construction (shownin Fig. 3)
comprises a hoop A, having a shank B and
a spring C' for Lla,mpmo' messages and other
articles against the shank. The spring C’

differs from the spring C in that it is formed
of a strip

of flat metal and is connected at
one end to the shank through the medium of
a screw D’. The opposite end of said spring
C' is free and is bent outwardly, as indicated
by b', to form a convenient finger-grasp and
permlb of the ready interposition of a mes-
sage between the spring and the shank.
When desired,inlien of prowdm ogthe shank
of myimproved device with aspring forhold-
ing messages and other articles sald shank

may be provided with a pocket, bag, or other
| receptacle, in which messages and other ar-
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ticles to be put aboard a moving train may | spring for clamping messages and other arti-

be placed. _ + _
The arrangement of the means for holding

‘messages and other articles on the shank or

handle of the device is materially advanta-
goous, since 1t leaves the hook entirely open

~and precludes injury to the arm of a person

10

20

on a moving train when such person runs his
arm through the hoop to take the device on
the train. |

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— ~
1. A device for placing messages and arti-

cles nupon moving trains, comprising a hoop

having a shank extending therefrom, and

means, on the shank, for holding messages

and articles. |
2. A device for placing messages and arti-
cles upon moving trains, comprising a hoop

having a shank extending therefrom, and a |

cles against the shank; said spring being ar-
ranged longitudinally on the shank, with one
of 1ts ends secured, and its opposite and free
end bent outwardly.

3. A device for placing messages and arti-
cles upon moving trains, comprising a hoop
having a shank extending therefrom, means
connecting the hoop and shank, and a spring
of wire,arranged longitudinally on theshank;
sald spring embodying a loop having its bight
portion bent away from the shank, and its
ends coiled about the hoop, and secured to
the means connecting the hoop and the shank.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. |
CARPENTER J. QUAY.
Witnesses:
NORMAN C. MCLLAUGHLIN,
IsAAC E. MYERS.
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