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To all whom it may concerr:
Be it known that I, MYRoN B. HAMMOND, a
- citizen of the United States,residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
5 Connecticut, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Skirt-Hook Attach-

ments for Corsets; and I do hereby declare
- the following to be afull, clear, and exact de-
sceription of theinvention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to 'which 1t ap pertains
to make and use the same.
- Myinvention relates to skirt- hook attach-
ments for corsets, and has for its object to

IO

provide a device of this description which
-may readily be attached to a corset-busk and |
removed therefrom without the employment

"of any clamps or special fastening devices;
and with these ends in view my invention
consists in certain detaills of construction-and
arrangement of parts,such as will be herein-
after fully set forth and -then speclﬁcally be
designated by the claim.
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“In the accompanying dla‘w;mgs which form

a part of this application, FFigure 1 is a front
elevation illustrating my improvement as ap-
plied to a corset-busk; Fig. 2, a rear eleva-
tion of the same. Figs. 3 and 4 are respec-
tively front and rear perspectives of my imn-
proved device. Fig. 5 is a perspective illas-
trating & modified form of myimprovement;
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and Figs. 6 and 7 are sections at the lines

x and y y of Fig. 1, respecbwely, the corset
being omitted from these views.

Similar numbers of reference denote like

38 parts in the several figures of the drawings.

Heretofore large hOOkb have been sewed or

otherwise secured directly to the front of a
corset, which hooks open downwardly,sothat
the fronb of a skirt-band may be passed be-
neath said hook and- the skirt afterward se-
cured around the waist of the wearer, the ob-

ject of this being to lower the waist-line in

front so as to obtain the pointed effect so
popular and fashionable at the present time.

Alsodeviceshave been contrived guitesimilar
to my present improvement; but the tongue,
which prevents any upward-'slipping of the
device,has been formed within the back plate,
which is designed to embrace the rear of the
corset-busk, and also the free edge of the
back plate has been made perfectly straight,

so that it was well nigh impossible to force
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at the front of the skirt-band will cause the

the contrwance upon a cmset busk w1th0ut
straining the back plate to such a degree that
it would no longer be parallel with the front 55
plate, thus p’revenblnﬂ' the back plate from
bearing firmly against the rear of the corset- -
busk. In devices constructed like that to
which I have last referred the pull or strain .
0

back plate to be forced away from the corset-
busk, slightly, to be sure, but sufficient to
prevent the tongue from performing its fune-
tions, so that the device will readily slip up-
ward and its utility thereby be destroyed.
My improvement obviates all these disad-
vantages and will be readily understood from
the following deseription.

1 repreqents the busk of a corset.

My improvement proper comprises a front
plate 2 and a back plate 3, which are sub-
stantially parallel with each other and are
connected at one side by a ‘“‘roll-flange” 4,
the front plate beingslightly longer than the
back plate, while the free ends of sald plates
terminate in rearwardly-extending lips 5 6,
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respectively. Thefront plate hasdepending

therefrom and integral therewith a down-
wardly-opening hook 7, this hook being in
Fig. 3 shown as depending from the lower 8o
edge of said front plate, while in the modified
form (shown at Fig. 5) it is shown as depend-
ing from the upper edge of said plate.

3 is a tongue which is c¢ut out of the front
plate, but not wholly severed therefrom, and
which is forced inwardly, so as to mellne up-
wardly and assume a normal position between
the two plates. |

Inapplying my 1mprovement for use it is
forced upon a corset-busk, the lips 5 6 being, go
respectively, in the front and rear of csald o
busk. The lip 6 serves to guide the device
so that the busk may readily be embraced
thereby, while the lip 5 causes the front plate
to be forced away from the busk as the de-
vice is forced thereon, thereby preventing
the tongue § from dragging against'the busk
so as to retard or prevent the proper appli-
cation of my improvement to a corset; but
when the device has been forced upon_ the
busk to the proper extent the lip & will then
have passed beyond the inner edge 9 of the
busk and will, owing to its resilient action,
spring rearwardly, so as to lie snugly behind

05

100



5

e

[5

30 busk, and therefore the tongue will thereby |
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said edge, thereby bringing the front plate, | bite with greater force against said busk;

and consequently the tonrrue flat against the
front of the busk.
The free edge of the tonﬂ‘ue may of course

be serrated or 101whenet] if desired, although
this is not necessary, since I have aseertained
that the front plate will lie so uniformly and
closetothebuskthatthe tonguewill presswith
considerable force against said busk, so that
it is impossible to accidentally shift the de-
vice upwardly when in position for use.

The roll-flange 4 not only greatly strength-

ens my improvement at the point where the

bending is effected to bring the front and
back plates into parallehsm but it also in-
sures a strong spring action to these plates,
so that the pamllellsm which the latter nor-
mally assume will not be disturbed by the
constant applleatlon of my improvementtoa
corset,

In utilizing my improvement in connection
with a skirt the band of the latter is passed
beneath the hook and then drawn upwardly
around -‘the waist and secured, and it .will
thus be readily understood that there is a
constant upward strain upon said hook,which
strain tends to throw the hook away from the
busk., This strain upon the hook causes the
front plate to press more firmly against the
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‘but were the tongue located within the back

plate this strain upon the hook would tend
to release the pressure of the tongue against
the busk, and the device would readily slip
upwardly along the busk. Ihave ascertained
that this strain upon the hook renders it ab-
solutely necessary that the tongue should be
placed in the front plate, and I therefore do
not wish to be understood as claiming any
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construction wherein said tongue or its equiv-

alent is located 1n the back plate; but

- What I claim as new, and deslre to secure
by Letters Patent, 18—

A skirt-hook attachment for corsets, com-
prising metal front and back plates substan-
tially parallel and connected at one end, the
free ends of sald plates terminating in rear-
wardly-extending lips, the front plate hav-
ing depending therefroma downwardly-open-
ing hook and also having a tongue which ex-
tends inwardly between said plates and has
an upward inelination, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof I aflix my 51frnﬂ,tme
in presence of two witnesses.

MYRON DB. IIAMMOND.
‘Witnesses:
I, W. SMITH, Jr.,
M. T. LONGDEN,
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