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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD C. CHAPMAN,
a resident of Providence,
Providence and State of Rhode Island, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Lacings; and I do hereby declare
that-the followmg 1s a full, clear, and exact

- description thereof, leference bemn‘had tothe
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- which is preferably woven in a tubular form.
bis areinforcing-tape, which may be woven

1n a tubular form, as illustrated in Fig. 3, or
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accompanying dmwmgs, and to the letters of
reforence marked thereon, which form a parb
of this specification.

This invention relates to lacings, and has
for its object the production of a laCIIlﬂ‘ for

use in shoes, corsets, or similar articles tha,tf
is reinforced for a portlon of its length, leav-

ing the ends where the strain is not reqmred
of a single thickness, which facilitates the ty-
ing of the strings mto a knot. Itisfully de-

scrlbed in this speelﬁcatwn and 1llnstrated in

the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 represents an edge view of a lac-
ing _of my construction, illustrating the rein-
forcing of that portion ‘which reeeives the
most wear and strain., Fig. 2is a plan view,

partly in section, of -a portion of a lacing,

showing the reinforcing-piece fastened to the
inside of the tubular lacing. Fig. 3isan end

view of the outer tubular lacing 111(31081110' an-

inner tubular remforclnﬂ'-pleee Fig. 418 an
end view of the outer tubular laeing inclos-
ing an inner flat-tapereinforcing-piece. Fig.
o 18 an end view illustrating the lacing as 1t
appears when stiteched together. -
With reference to the drawings, o
outer sheath or main portion of the lacing,

made in the form of a tape, as illustrated in

Fig.4. Thisreinforeing-tapebmaybedrawn

into the tubular outer sheath by suitable
means, or said outer sheath may be woven
over sald reinforcing-tape. When the tape
is in position within the sheath, it may be se-
cured in any convenient way, either by sew-
ingittotheoutersheath throughout its length
or Stlt{,hmﬂ‘ it-at its ends to hold it m posi-
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In construeting my lacing I preferably

braid the outer sheath a into a tubular form
in the usual way and of the desired length
and then draw the tape b, which is consider-

ably shorter than said outer sheath, into this
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taube by any convenient means, such as a

thread.or a wire needle. Bythisdouble struc-

where it needs it the most, which is the part
that receives all of the qtmm and wear, both

ends of the lacing having only the thlekness
of the outer %heath The reinforcing-piece
| being made of flat material may be readily
";'secllred in place in any sunitable way, either
by cementing or stitching c its entire length

or any part thereof or simply securing it.-at

each end. When made in this form it lies
flat (see. Fig. 5) and close to the object in

which it is laced which 1s partlcularly de-
sirable, especmllv when used in shoes.
stitching or securing the two parts together
throucrhout its leno*th they are bound closely
ton'ether making them practically one stout

‘plece capable of withstanding great strain

and long wear. By leaving the ends of the

lacing single they are relieved of the surplus-

stock, Whlch makes them thin, soft, and flexi-
ble and very easy to be tied in a small neat
knot. This also gives the lacing a more
shapely appearance, asit tapers from the filled
portmn down to the tips ¢ e on the ends.
The advantages of my invention are at
once apparent, and it will be particularly ob-
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ture the lacing is reinforced or strengthened

bo

By

/o

75

80

served that the same is strong and darable -

and at the same time presents a neat appear-
ance.
Havmg thus deseribed my 1nvent10n what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. As an artlcle of manufacture, a laclnﬂ'
comprising an outer sheath or casing, and an
innerreinforcing-tape located therein, said re-
Inforcing-tape being shorter than said sheath

or casing, whereby the ends of the latter are -

rendered flexible, and means for holding said
tape agalnst movement within sfud sheath or
casing, as set forth. |

2. As an article of manufacture, ) laemﬂf
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comprising an outer tubular sheath or casing, [ In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
and an inner reinforcing-tape also of tubular | my hand this 25th day of February, A. D.1903.

form, said reinforcing-tape being shorter than
said sheath or casing whereby the ends of the

5 latter are rendered flexible, and means for In presence of—
holding said tape against movement within GEO. D. LANSING,
said sheath or casing, as set forth. | HowARD E. BARLOW.

EDWARD (. CHAPMAN.
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