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UNITED STATES

Patentecd Cciober 20, 1608,

PaTENT OFFICE.

EDWARD SOMMERS,

OF WASHINGTON,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

GAME-COUNTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 742,076, dated October 20, 19083,

Application filed October 9, 1002, Serial No. 126,480,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EDWARD SOMM: LRS, &
citizen of the United S Bates residing at Wash-
ington, in the Distriet of Columbia,, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Game-Counters; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to bea full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same, reference being had |

to the accompanying drawings, and to the fig-

~uresof reference marked thereon, which form

a part of this specification.

My invention relates to game- _counter s, and
has for its obJeet 0 prowde a device of this
class which is simple in construction, useful,
and efficient.

A further object of myinvention is to pro-
vide a game-counter ecombined with a ecrib-
bage-board. |

With these objects in view my invention
consistsin providing a box of any convenient
shape or construction with my simple count-
ing mechanism, as will be hereinafter fully
deseribed and afterward specifically pointed
outb in the appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 1s a plan view of my counter ap-
plied to a cribbage-board. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of theinterior thereof, the front
and top being broken away. Fig.3isa trans-
verse vertical section through Fig. 1, show-
Ing position thereof when registering a count.

Iig. 4 i8 a like view showing position when

not registering. Kig. 51s a detail perspective

of my bell-crank lever. Fig. 6 is a perspeec-

tive of my operating pin or plunger. Fig. 7

18 a plan view of a modification of my board.

Fig. 3 18 a vertical cross-section of a modifi-
ELthIl of Fig. 3.

Like numemls of reference indicate the
same parts throughout the several figures, in
which—

1isthe box, provided with the top 2, which,
as shown in Fw 1, forms a cribbage- board 3.

4 indicates my operatm pins or plungers,
which are located as shown and which are
carried in a casing 8. The upper portion 6
of the pinsor plungers are substantially semi-
cylindrical, which forms the shoulder 7. The

- lower portion 81is cylindriecal, but of a less di-

‘ameter, so as to carry the spring 9, which is

preferably secured thereto.

The front of
the casing Siscutoutat 10, and anarrow metal
strip 11 is secured to the top of said casing,
engaging the shoulders 7 of the pins or plun-
gers, 50 as to securely hold said pins or plun-
gers in position.

2 1ndicates my bell-crank levers, which
are fulerumed at 18 in ears 14, secured to
the bottom piece 15. The vertical arm 16 of
said lever 1s provided with a horizontal ex-
tension or catch 17, which enters the opening
10 In the casing and engages the shoulder 7.
The obligue arm 18 of said lever carries a
spring 19, whiceh resis on the bottom 15 and
1101111&11}? holds the horizonfal e\tenslon or
cateh 17 in the opening 10.

20 1indicates push-buttonslinked to the end
of the oblique arms 18 of the bell- cmuk lo-
vers,

The top 2 of the box is provided with a se-
ries of ‘circular openings 21, through which
the buttons 20 protrude, and in IFig. 1 I show
a series of numbers above said openings., In
IFig. 7, however, the numbers are arranged
above and below the openings, so that the
same count may be registered with a less
number of buttons. The top 2 is also pro-
vided with semicircular openings 22, through
which the pins or plungers pass. In IFig. 2
I show said pins or plungers with numbers
on the flat faces thereof corresponding with
the numbers on the box, as shown in Kig. 1;
but in Iig. 7 1 show the pins or plungers
nnmbered on their tops to correspond with
the numbers below the buttons, and the flat
faces of sald pius are provided with num-
bers corresponding to those above the but-
tons. (See Fig. 6.)

Having ‘LhUb described the several parts of
my invention, its operation 1s as follows:
When it is desired o register a count in any
game which counts {rom one to five hundred,
the pins or plungers whose numbers aggre-
gate the count are depressed, as shown in
Fig. 3. This causes the shoulder 7 to pass
below the opening 10, and the horizontal ex-
tension or cateh of the bell-crank lever passes
over said shoulder and holds the pin or
plunger down. This movement of the ver-

tical arm of the bell-crank lever causes the
horizontal arm to raise and push the button
20 through the opening in the top 2, which is
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numbered. Thus it is plainly seen that the
count is registered by the number of raised
buttons. In order to cancel the count, the

buttons themselves are depressed, which
draws the horizontal extension or catch of the

bell-crank lever out of engagement with the

shoulder and allows the pin or plunger 1o
raise to its normal position, as shownin Fig. 4.

It will be noticed that the same shoulder?
that engages the bell-crank lever engages the
metal strip 11 to prevent the pin or plunger

from coming out of the casing.

In Fig. 8 I show the casing formed of one
of the sides of the box by providing said side
with a series of vertical cavities, which sim-
plifies the construetion and lessens the cost
of manufacture. -

Having thus desceribed my invention, 1 do

" not wish to be understood as limiting myself

20

to the exact construction herein set forth, as
various slight changes may be made in form
and construction which would fall within the

- limit and scope of my invention, and 1 con-

sider myself clearly entitled to all such
changes and modifications.

What Iclaim as new, and wish to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. Ina game-counter, thecombination with
the top of a box provided with two series of

742,076

openings, a casing within said box, a series
of plungers carried in said casing, the upper
portions of which are substantially semicir-
cular, shoulders on said plungers, springs at
the bottom of said plungers adapted to nor-
mally hold the same in a raised position, a
bell-crank lever carrying a button, said Dbell-
crank lever being adapted to engage said
shoulder, and raise satd button.

2. In a game-counter the combination with
the top of a box of a casing therein, plungers
carried in said casing, bell-crank levers adapt-
ed to engage said plungers and hold the same
depressed, buttons carried on said bell-crank
levers and adapted to be raised when sald
bell-cranks engage said plungers.

3. The combination with a casing of &
plunger carried therein, a bell-crank lever
adapted to be moved when said plunger is
depressed, means on said bell-crank lever for
holding said plunger depressed, and a but-
ton carried on said bell-crank lever,and adapt-
ed to be raised by the movement thereof.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |

| EDWARD SOMMERS.
Witnesses:
HERBERT C. EMERY,
C. HuGgH DUTrrY.
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