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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH FLEMING Mc-
KECHNIE, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Kleele, Kaual, in the Territory of
Hawaii, have invented a new and Improved

Ca,r-Sta,ke Pocket, of which the following is a

full, elear, and exact description.

The ob,]ect of this invention is to provide
novel details of construction for a car-stake
pocket which will hold the stake in a verti-
cal position, prevent rattling of the stake,
ereatly strengthen theside walls of the pocket,
and prevent detachment of the stake acci-
dentally, but permit its convenient removal
from the pocket- when this is desired.

The invention consists in the novel con-

struction and combination of parts, as is

hereinafter described, and defined in the ap-

- pended clalms.
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- in which similar characters of reference indi-
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Referenceistobe had to the aceompan ying
drawings, forminga part of this specification,

cate correspondm partsin all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 1m-

proved stake-supporting -pocket in position

on a car and holding a stake vertically at the
side of the platform of the car.
enlarged front view of the improved pocket;
and Flﬂ' 3 18 a plan view of the same, show-
ing ‘bhe clamping-bar and the latch-piece
thereon in closed condition by full lines and
in opened adjustment by dotted lines.

The improvement is especially adapted for
service on railroad-cars used to carry freight

without cover, such cars having each a

planked platform and low sides that are held
upright by stakes, in turn supported by indi-

~ vidual pocket-irons secured at spaced inter-
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vals on the car-frame a,t the sides of the nla,t-
form.

stakes along the sides of platform-cars do not
reliably hold the stakes, so that the engaged
lower ends of the stakessoon rattle and wear
sufficiently to be aceldenta]] y detached and
lost.

The 1mpr0vement which is deswned t0 cor-
rect the imperfections of ordma,ly car-stake
pockets 1s constructed as follows: T'wo par-
allel side walls 5 5 are joined together inte-

grally by the bottom wall 6 and also by the
rear wall 7, that is integral with the rear up-

Fig. 218 an

The ordinary pocket irons for holding car-

right edges of the spaced sidé walls 3. The
back plate or rear wall 7, which closes up the
rear side of the rectangular pocket 4, afforded

Dby the described construction, projects lat-

erally outside of each side wall 5 to provide
wings 5* for the pocket. Near the upright
edges of each of the wings 5*a horizontal web
8 is formed that extends along the outer sur-
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face of a respective side wall 5, integral with

the pocket is supported to resist pressure ap-

plied upon the inner surface of the same.

Below each web 8 the wing 5* may be thick-
ened, and in said thickened portion 5° a bolt-

‘the wing and side wall, thus becoming a re-
inforeing member,- whereby each side wall of -

hole @ is formed for the reception of suitable

bolts b, that afford means for securing the
stake-pocket upon the side A’ of axear-plat-

form A, as indicated in Fig. 1.

Upon one side wall 5 a joint-leaf 9* is
formed, preferably in advance of the outer
end of the web 8 thereon, and upon said joint-

leaf the spaced 'joint-leaves 9 9 are loosely

mounted and pivoted by a pintle-bolt 9, said

leaves 9 being infegral formations on the
lateh-bar 10. The latch-bar 1s, by its hinged

connection with one side wall 5, adapted to
swing across the otherwise open front side of
the pocket 4 and have engagement at its free
end with the other side wall 5 of the pocket.
Preferably the front edge of the side wall
5, whereon the latch-bar 10 impinges, is thick-
ened £0 produce material for the formation of
a vertical groove cin the inner surface of the

side ‘wall, and the corner of the thickened
portion 5*’-‘;13 cut away, as at ¢', to form a latch-
‘hook and an abutment Whereon the sloped

end ¢® of the latch-bar 10 may be seated when
said lateh-bar is swunﬂ' into contact there-

with.
A preferably oval latch block 11 is secured

in an open recess on-the side of the lateh-bar

10 that is innermost when said lateh-bar is
in closed adjustment, a shank d on said lateh-
block being projected through the lateh-bar

and also through one end portion of a lever-
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handle 12, whereon it is rigidly affixed by

riveting its projected end or by other means.
As indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the

lever-handle 12 is secured on the oval latch-"

block 11 ata right angle to a center line pass-_
ing through the mdest portlon Of sald block,
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and, as is also shown in said figure, the han-
dle 12 when adjusted to hang pendent causes

‘the lateh-block 11 to engage an edge of its

widest portion with the latch-hook ¢’ on the
pocket side wall 5.

The stake C, that is to engage one end
thereof within the pocket-cavity 4, is shaped
to fit neatly therein and seat upon the bot-
tom wall 6, and, as shown in Fig. 3, the in-
ner side of the lateh-block 11 may with ad-
vantage be rendered convex and projected
<0 as to have bearing upon the front wall of
the stake C.

It will be seen that for the free insertion of
the stake C within the pocket 4 the handle 12
should be rocked into a horizontal position
and toward the hinged end of the latch-bar,
which will dispose the widest portion of the

latch-block 11 in a vertical plane and obvi-.

ously release the lateh-block from the hook ¢'.
Upon a full introduction of the stake C

within the pocket 4 it may be clamped there- |
in and positively secured from accidental dis- |

placement by simply turning the handle-le-

ver 12 down into a pendent position after the |
lateb-bar 11 has been rocked into closed ad- |

justment.

It will be evident that the entire device inay
be cast into form and that on account of the
provision of the reinforeing-webs 8 the stake-
pocket may belight and yet bestrong enough
to resist strain in any direction.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by lLetters
Patent—

1. A stake-pocket, comprising a box open

at the front, wings at the sides of said box for

attachment of the pocket to a car, a hinged
latch-bar adapted to swing across the open
front of the pocket, and a latch-block on a le-
ver- handle mounted on the latch-bar and
adapted to hold the lateh-bar in closed ad-
justment.

2. A stake-pocket, comprising a box open
at the front and closed at the bottom, and pro-

742,050

| vided with lateral wings perforated to receive

bolts, a reinforcing-web at each side of the
box, formed integral with the wings and sides
of said box, a latch-bar hinged near the up-
per end of one side wall of the box, the oppo-
site side wall having a latch-hook formed
thereon, a lever-handle, and a latch-block
oval in contour, having a projection thereon

passing through the latch-bar and affixed In

an end of said lever-handle, the lateh-block
being interlocked with the latch-hook when
the handle 18 pendent.

3. The combination with a car and a car-
stake, of a pocket for said stake, comprising
a box open at the front, wings at the sides of
said box, reinforcing-websengaging the wings
and sidesof the box, ahinged lateh-bar adapt-
ed toswing across the open front of the pocket,
a latch-block mounted on the lateh-bar, and
a handle-lever secured on a projection of the
latch-block that passes through the lateh-bar,
said latch-bloek being adapted to lateh fast
to a hook on one side of the box when the
latch-bar is in closed adjustment and the le-
ver is pendent.

4. A stake-pocket, comprising a box open
at the front, a latech-bar adapted to swing
across the open front, a lever pivoted on the
latch-bar, and means carried by the lever for
locking the lateh-bar in closed adjustment.

5. A stake-pocket, comprising a box open
at the front, a latch-bar pivoted near one end
thereof on a side of the box so as to swing
across the open front, a lever pivoted near
one end on the lateh-bar near its free end, and
means carried by the lever for locking the
latch-bar on the oppositeside of the box when
the lever is pendent. -

In testimmony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. -

~ JOSEPH FLEMING McKECIINIL.

Witnesses:

THOMAS R. NEAL,
WALTER F. SANBORN.
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