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To ar,ZZ wham it mcby CONCert:
‘Beitknown that I, JoEN G. BOWLES, a citi-
zen of the United State%, residing at Chlcao'o,

in the county of Cook and -Sba.te of Illinois,

have invented certain new and unseful Im-
provements in Rein-Holders, of which the fol-

-_lowmg is a specification.

My invention relates partwularly to rein-
holders made in one piece of metal compris-
ing a body portion and rearwardly-extending

arms and having a substantially T-shaped i
. slot the stem portion of which is formed by |

and between such arms and the head portion

of which extends perpendicularly and con- |

verges therewith, so that the lower perpen-
dicular portion will not permit the rein to
pass therefrom directly into the rearwardly-
extending slot.

- The prmmpal object of my invention is to

provide a simple, economical, and efficient
rein-holder embodying an improved means

for holding a bridle-rein in place in connec-
tion with the back-band of a harness, so as to
prevent the rein from being turned or twisted
while in place in such holder and from being
accldentally dislodged.

- A further object is to provide a rein- holder
made of one piece of metal every part of which

is rigid and relatively immovable and having

a rein-holding slot portion and a receiving

and guiding slot portion so dlsposed with re-

latlon to ea.ch other that the rein cannot be
passed directly from one to the other and pro-
vided with an upper intermediate slot por-
tion converging with both and adapted to re-
ceive the rein from the receiving and guiding
portion and permit it fo pass downward to

- the main rein-holding portion.
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Other and further objects of the invention

will appear from an examination of the draw-

ing and the following description and claims.

In the accompanying drawing the figure
represents a rein-holder ¢onstructed in ac-
cordance with my improvements.

In constructing my improved rein-holder I
provide a main vertically-disposed body por-
tion a, having a base b and a screw-stud c,
extendmg downward from such base and
adapted to be secured to the back-band of a
harness. Integral guide-armsdand e extend
rearwardly and upwardly from the vertically-

disposed main body portion, so as to form be-

tween them the receiving and guiding portion
of a T-shaped slot g, which serves 50 receive
the rein and retain it securely in position.

It is very desirable that the upper end of the

‘vertical portion of the slot be-adapted to re-
ceive the rein from the rearwardly-extending

portion and permit it to be readily passed

thereto and therefrom and that the lower ver-

tical portion be adapted to receive the rein

from the upper vertical portion, but not di-

rectly from therearwardly-extending portion.
To accomphsh this, the rearwardly-extending
portion, or at least the upper wall thereof
should extend upward at an obtuse anﬂ'le

| with relation to the upper vertical slot por-
tion where it converges therewith, and the
| lower wall of such rearwardly-extendmg slot

portion should extend at an acute, or at least
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an abrupt, angle with relation to the lower

vertical portion.  The lower vertical portion
h of this T-shaped slot, which is in the main
body portion of the rein-holder, is therefore
80 disposed as to extend downward from the
receiving guiding portion at an abrupt an gle

with relation thereto at the point of conver--

gence, and the lower rearwardly-extending

arm is pr ovided with a shoulder 7 at the pomt |
where the receiving portion of the slot and
the down Wardly-extendmﬂ' portion converge.

This arrangement of the parts prevents the

rein when in position from escaping or being

in any way forced from the downwardly-ex-
tending rein-holding slot portion directly into
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‘the receiving and guiding slot portion, such

downwardly -extending slot portion being at

an angle to the receiving portion and suffi-
elently narrow to prevent the tarning of the
rein therein when in place. In order to per-
mit the rein to be passed into the lower or

main rein-holding portion of the slot, the up-

per vertical portion j of such slot is arr&nwed.

directly over the lower vertical portion, so as |

to converge with it and with the rearwardly-
extending portion, but at an angle to the lat-

95

ter, and the upper arm Is cut away at the

:pomt of convergencs of such slot portions, so
that the upper wall of the rear wardly-extend-

ing slot portion thus formed extends up-

‘wardly gradually at an incline toward the

100

upper vertical portion. By this arrangement

it will be readily seen that the rein may be

placed in the receiving guiding portion and
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readily passéd therefrom into the upper ver-
tical portion, but cannot be passed directly
into the lower main rein-holding portion, and
that i1t cannot possibly escape directly from
such lower perpendicular portion into the re-
celving guiding portion, but must first be
raised into the upper vertical slot and then
removed through the rearwardly-extending
receiving portion. I prefer to make the ver-
tical slot portion slightly narrower than the
lower or main rein-holding portion, 80 as to
form a shoulder ¢, which will more securely
prevent the rein from escaping or being acci-
dentally raised into the upper slot portion.
Thus the rear slot, or the upper wall at least
of the rearwardly-extending slot portion, ex-
tends upwardly at an incline toward the ver-
tically-disposed slot portion at the point of
conjunction therewith, so that while the rein
may be readily inserted into the upper ver-
tical portion from the receiving guiding por-
tion and from there to the lower vertical por-
tion 1t can neither be inserted nor removed
directly to or from such lower main rein-
holding portion, and therefore cannot possi-
bly be accidentally dislodged therefrom. The
upper and lower vertically-disposed portions
of the slof are both made narrower than the
distance from the extreme end of either to the
point of conjunction with the rearwardly-ex-
tending receiving and guiding portion, sothat
the rein cannot twist while therein, and the
receiving slot portion gradually expands to-
ward its open end, so as to permit the rein to
be readily inserted therein. |

I claim—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a rein-
holder provided with a slot comprising upper
and lower converging vertical slot portions,
and a rearwardly-extending converging slot
portion having an upper wall extending down-
ward and rearward at an incline at the point
of convergence with the upper slot portion
and having a lower wall extending at an ab-

rupt angle with relation to the lower vertical |
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slot portion and forming a shoulder at the
point of convergence therewith for prevent-
ing a rein from passing from the lower verti-
cal slot portion directly into the rearwardly-
extending slot portion, substantially as de-
scribed.

- 2. As a new article of manufacture, a rein-
holder provided with a slot comprising upper
and lower converging slot portions each nar-
rower than the distance from the point of con-
vergence to the extreme end thereof, and a
rearwardly-extending convergingslot portion
having an upper wall extending downward
and rearward from the upper vertical slof
portion at an incline at the point of conver-

| gence therewith and having a lower wall ex-

tending at an abrupt angle with relation to
the lower vertical slot portion forming a shoul-

t der at the point of econvergence therewith for

preventing a rein from passing from such

lower slot portion directly into the rear-
wardly-extending portion, substantially as

described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a rein-
holder having an upright main body portion
and rearwardly-extending arms and provided
with a substantially T-shaped slot compris-
ing upper and lower vertical converging slot
portions and a rearwardly - extending con-
verging slot portion having an upper wall ex-
tending downward and rearward at an incline
at the point of convergence with the upper
vertical portion, and having a lower wall ex-
tending at an abrupt angle with relation to
the lower vertical slot portion forming a
shoulder for preventing the rein from pass-
ing from such lower glot portion directly into
the rearwardly-extending portion, and a de-
pending screw-stud for attaching such rein-
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holder to the back of a harness, substantially 8s

as described.
JOHN G. BOWLES.
- Witnesses:
THOMAS K. SHERIDAN,
HARRY IRWIN CONNER.
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