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o all whom it may concern: o |

Be it known that I, GILBERT A. CROTTO, 1
citizen of the United States, residing at Read-
Ing, in the county of Berks and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Animal-Feeding Devices, of

which the following is a specification.

Myinventionrelatestoanimal-feeders ;and
1t consists of means for feeding any desired
number of animals at any given time, as will
be hereinafter described, the novel features

of the same being pointed out in the claims.
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- wall or the like.

'broken, of a

Kigure 1 represents an elevation, partly
feeding device embodying my
invention.
of a portion thereof. Fig. 3 represents a side
elevationsimilarto Fig. 2, certain parts there-
of being, however, in different positions..

Similarcharactersof reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
clock of any desired pattern, having project-
ing therefrom a segmental disk 2 rotatable—
e. g., iIn twelve hours—it being noticed that a
portion of the periphery of said disk is cut
away asthechord of an arc forming a straight
or flat face on said periphery. Back of said
disk is the foot 3 of a lever 4, pivoted at 5 to
a lug or bracket 6, which, like the clock it-
self, may conveniently be attached toa stable-
At the other end of the le-

- ver £1s an eye 7, from which leads a wire or
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cord 8 to an actuating device, (shown as a

weight 9,) tending to draw the lever 4 in the |

direction of the arrows.
Attached to the stable-wall above each of

~any number of feed-boxes (not shown) is a
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- filled to indicated points.
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hopper 10, having a chute 11 leading to the
feed-box. In the front wall of the hopper I
preferably insert a window or sheet 12, of
glass orothertransparent substance,adjacent

to which may be placed marks or graduations

showing the capacity of the hopper when
. The bottom of the
hopper is a drop device, (shown as a pair of
trap-doors 13,) hinged at 14 and movably con-
nected by links 15 toasupporting-rod 16. The
upper end of thelatter is attached to an arm
of a bell-crank lever17,the other arm of which
18 connected to the cord 8. .
The operation is as follows: The hoppers

Fig. 2 represents a side elevation |

| mals, and the foot 3 of the lever 4 is behind

the disk 2, as shown in Fig. 3, whereby mo-
tion of said foot, and consequently of the le-
ver4, is prevented, the weight 9 thus remain-
ing inoperative. As the clock has been pre-
viously adjusted, when the desired hour of

| feeding arrives the straight or flat surface

of the disk will have been brought around to
register with the foot 3, and thus the latter is
no longer controlled, and it is permitted to
ride over said face, the weight 9 having be-
come operative and now being permitted to
move the lever 4 in the direction of the ar-
rows. 'The levers 17 are also operated in
the direction of said arrows, whereby the
rods 16 are lowered and the trap -doors 13
are opened downwardly, and thus the food

passes through the chutesto the feed-boxes or.

stalls. After this the parts may be restored
to :their normal position, the disks 2 being
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again rotated to come in front of the foot 3 |

and again control the same until the flat or
straight face thereof can register with said
foot, when the latter no longer controls the
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weight 9, and the operations hereinbefore

stated are repeated. Owing to the windows

12 food in the hopper may be seen and so de-

termined that the
same is supplied. | -
- It will be evident that various changes may
be made by those skilled in the art which

proper quantity of the

and I do not, therefore, desire to be limited in
every instance to the exaet construetion here-
In shown and deseribed. |

Having thus described my in vention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. An animal-feeding device comprising a
hopper, means for emptying said hopper con-
nected with a pivotal lever and clock-acti-
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~will come within the scope of my invention,
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ated means for tripping said lever, said

means comprising a piece rotatable by the

clock, the circumference of said piece being
cut away, the cut-away portion, wher regis-
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tering with the foot of said lever, releasing

the latter, said foot being
said piece. | B R

2. An animal-feeding device comprising a
hopper, a trap-door operative to empty said
hopper, a lever operatively connected with

primarily behind

~ are suitably supplied with food for the ani- | said door and clock-actuated means for trip-
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pingsaid lever, said means comprising a piece
rotatable by the elock, the circumference of
said pieece being cut away, the cut-away por-
tion, when registering with the foot of said
5 lever, releasing the latter, sald foot being pri-
marily behind said piece. | -
8. An animal-feeding device comprising &
hopper, means for emptying said hopper, a
lever, a cord or wire connecting said empty-
1o ing means and said lever, means connected
 with said cord to actuatesaid lever and sald
emptying means and clock-actuated means
for tripping said lever, said means compris-

ing a piece rotatable by theclock, the circum-.

15 ference of said piece being cut away, the cut-
“ away portion, when registering with the foot
of said lever, releasing the latter, said foot
being primarily behind said piece. '
4. An animal-feeding device comprising a
20 hopper, a trap-door in said hopper, a weight,
a lever, a cord connecting said weight and
said lever and operative toopen said door and
clock-actuated means for tripping said lever,
said means comprising a piece rotatable by
25 the clock, the circumference of said piece be-

ing cut away, the cut-away portion, when reg- |

istering with the foot of said lever, releasing
the latter, said foot being primarily behind
~ said piece. - | |
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‘hopper, a trap-door in said hopper, a weight,
a lever, a cord connecting said weight and
-said lever, a bell-crank lever connected with
said door and said eord and clock-actuated
35 means for tripping said lever, said means com-
prising a piece rotatable by the clock, the cir-
cumference of said piece being cut away, the

cut-away portion, when registering with the |

5. An animal-feeding-device comprising a i

741,310

foot of said lever, releasing the latter, said
foot being primarily behind said piece.

6. An animal-feeding device comprising a

plurality of hoppers each having a trap-door,
a lever operatively connected with each of
said doors and clock-actuated means for trip-

ping said lever, said meanscowmprisinga piece

rotatable by the clock, the circumference of

said piece being cut away, the cut-away por-

tion, when registering with the foot of said
lever, releasing the latter, said foot being pri-
marily behind said piece.

7. An animal-feeding device comprising a
plurality of hoppers each having a trap-door,
a cord or wire passing above said hoppers, a
weight at one end of said cord, a lever at the
other end of said cord, rods connecting sald
trap-doors and said first-named cord and
clock-actuated means for tripping said lever,
said means comprising a piece rotatable by
the clock, the circumference of said piece be-
ing cut away, the cut-away portion, when reg-

the latter, said foot being primarily behind
said piece.

3. In an animal-feeding device, a clock, a
piece thereon rotatable by the same, a lever,
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istering with the foot of said lever, releasing

ahopper, adoor in said bopper and a weighted

connection for said lever and door, said pilece

being primarily in front of the foot of said

lever and having a cut-away surface with

which said foot may register, thus releasing
said lever, causing the weighted connection
to open said door. | -
GILBERT A. CROTTO.

Witnesses:
JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
GEO0. L. COOPER.
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