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To all whom it may concerre

Beit known thatl, WirLiam J. MAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Leonard, in the conunty of Fannin and State of
Texas, have invented a new and Improved
Stirrap and Connections Therefor, of which
the following is a full, clear and exact de-
qerlptmn -

"This invention lelates to novel features of
construction for a stirrup and novel connee-
tions therefor which suspend the stirrup and
an attached fender device at right angles to
each other and dispose the stirrap in position
for engagement by the foot of a rider with-

out twisting the connection of the. pendent

stirrap-leather with the saddle or disarrang-
ing the fender from normal adjustment.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, as is here-
inatter deaeubed and defined in bhe append-
ed claims,.

Reference is to ba had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this speecification,
in which similar charaeters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspeciive view of the im-
proved stirrup and its connections. Fig, 218
afrontviewof thesame. Hig.3isalongitudi-
nal sectional view substauntially on the line
3 3 in Fig. 2, and Fig. 41is a plan view of a
flat blank from which the stirrup is formed.

As indicated in the drawings, the stirrup-

complete is formed of a single strip of malle-

able cast metfal, shaped marginally preferably
- 1t will be noticed.
that intermediately of the extremities of the

as represented in Fig. 4.

stirrap - blank a tread portion 5 is formed
thereon having parallel edges, this integral
member merging into the lower ends of the
side bars 6 and 7

The side bar 6, which is mnermost in serv- |

ice, is afforded ﬂraater width than the outer
side bar 7, and these side. bars are bent into
form by turnmﬂ' curved corners a b where
they respectwely merge into the flat tread-
piece 5 and thence 'cuwing them upwardly
and toward each other, 80 as to locate the free
upper end of the side bar 7 near the other
side bar, 6.

A tenon 7* .(shown in Fig. 4) is formed on

the upper end of the side bar 7 and is insert-
ed into a transverse slot 6%, cut or otherwise

stirrup is to be completed the tenon is riveted
into said slof, thus Securmﬂ' the side bars 67
together,

Upon the upper end.of the side bar 6 an in-
tegral extension 8 is provided, this part be-
ing wider than the side bar and may be par-
allel on its side edges. The portion 3 i8 to
formahanger-arm for thestirrup proper, and,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, 18 bent into essen-
tially Z form,
nearly horizontal and away from the upper

{ end of the side bar 7 by bending the material

at ¢ above and near the tenon 72, The ma-
terial forming thestirrup hanger-arm is again

bent, as at d, so as to project a guard-flange

8* npwardly from the portion 3, and in the
latter two spaced slots ¢ e are formed that
are transversely disposed, one near the flange

i 8* and the other ad,]a,uﬁm to the slot 62 and

tenon 72.
5. The flexible connection 9 (shown partially

in Figs. 1 and 2) and technically known as a

| “*stirrup - leather” extends, when complete,

from the side of the saddle-frame beneath
the saddle-skirt and may terminate in the
suspension-ring 9*. T'he improved stirrup
connection eanslsts of the hanger-strap 10

and reinforecing-strap 10, and, as best shown
-in Fig. 2, the hanwer—stmp is lmped at g, so

as to pr{)vide two membars——an inner one. and
an outer one.

A fender-flap 11, formed of leather or othex
suitable material ‘and oiven a suitable con-
tour, preferably the shape represented in
Fig. 1 is secured near its upper end, and -also

‘near a straight vertical edge Ehereon to the

hanger-sbrap 10, this eanneetwn which may
be effected by means-of a rivet; h, being near
the loop g, thus disposing the outer member
of the hanger-strap upon the normal outer
side of the fender-flap. Near the lower end
of the fender-flap 11 oue end of the reinfore-
ing-strap 10* is secured, and the remaining
pormons of the hanﬂ'er-stl ap 10 and reinfore-
ing-strap 10°* are ldpped together and first

passed downwardly through the slot ¢ near-
est to the riveted eund of the stirrup member-

thus projecting a flat bar

| formed in the side bar 6 at a nearly equal
| distance from the tread-piece 5, and when the
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7, then upwardly through the other sloft, e,

as shown clearly in Fig. )
The lapped norblons of the two stra,ps 10
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- ing edgewise.

| =

10* trend upward together and are adjustably
secured upon the dependmw inner member
of the hanger-strap 10, preferably by provid-
ing spaced perfm ations 7 in these strap mem-
bers that have lateral contact, and through
said perforations one or more laelnn's 12 are
passed, so as to bind the straps torrether the
ends of the lacings being tied together in a

releasable manner, as replesented in Figs. 2
and 3.

In assemblmﬂ‘ the parts for service the

looped portion g of the hanger- strap 10 re-
ceives the ring 9* on the stirrup-leather 9,
and it will be seen that by this means the
hanger-strap 10 is disposed so as to hang pend-
ent at the side of the animal and avmd twist-
It will further be seen that

"~ the slots ¢ ¢ in the hanger-arm member 3 are
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formed substantially at right angles to the
side edges of the stirrup frame members 6 7,
so that the flexible connection between the
hanger-arm of the stirrup will always hang
flat and near the saddle-skirt, and conse-
quently thestirrup will besupported in proper
position for the reception of the rider’s foot.
It will be evident that as the fender-flap 11
extends rearwardly from the hanger-strap 10,
trending edgewise therefrom, as shown in
Figs. 1 and- 2 this adjunct of the stirrup con-
nectlon will alwa)s hang true alongsufle of
the animal and be kept so by the weight im-

posed upon the stirrup. Furthermore as the

hanger-arm is projected at the inner Side of
the stirrup frame member 6 it will be appar-
ent that when the pair of the improved stir-
rups are engaged by the feet of the rider the
weight of the person who may rise from the

saddle in rapid riding will tend to keep the

stirrups closely pressed toward the sides of
the horse and greatly aid the rider in main-
taining his leg-grip on the horse, so that there
will be no danger of a dismount should the

horse become fractious.

As there can be no tendency to twist in the
pendent connectionsfora pairoftheimproved
stirrups,asisusualinstirrup-leathersthaten-

cage the stirrups in the ordinary manner, the

edges of thestraps cannot rub the lower limbs
of the rider and chafe them, as is frequently
the case when the stirrups have to be given
an outward turn in order to keep the feet
properly engaged therewith.

As the fender-flaps 11 are alwavs in posi-

tion to preventthelower portions of therider’s

legs from coming into contact with the sides
of the horse, sweat and dirt are prevented
from soiling the garments of the rider, and
the fender-flaps are more efficient when ar-
ranged as herein shown and described than
When connected with the stirrup-leathers in
the ordinary way. -

Hawnw thus described my invention, I |

740,888

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A stirrup having two curved side bars,

spaced apart at their lower ends by a tread-
piece, and a hanger-bar that extends later-
ally from the side of said side bars and is

| slotted at two points in parallel planes, and

thus adapted to receive two runs of a double
flexible connection.

2. A stirrup bhaving two curved side bars
spaced apart at their lower ends by a tread-
piece, one side bar atits upper end having a
hanger-bar projected laterally, and then up-
ward at the outer end thereof, said hanger-
bar having two transverse slots in its-lateral
member, which adapt said hanger-bar to re-

ceive the two runs of a double fiexible con--
- 30

nection,

3. A stirrup formed of a single strip of

metal, comprising a tread-piece, two side bars,
bent upwardly and inwardly from the ends
of the tread-piece, one side bar being joined

to the other side bar, and a hanger-bar bent
outwardly and upwardly from the upper end
of the last-mentioned side bar, the outwardly-
bent portion of the hanger-bar having two
spaced slots formed therein, that trend in a
plane at right angles to the side edﬂ‘es of the
tread -plece.

4. In a stirrup of the character described,
and connections therefor, the hanger-strap
looped-at one end to connect with a stirrup-
leather, a reinforeing-strap joined by a flexi-
ble strand to one end portion of the hanger-
strap, and a fender-flap joined by one eund
upon the hanger-strap and by the other end

upon the remaining end of the reinforcing--

strap, the hanger-strap and reinforeing-strap
being looped and together passed through
slots in a hanger-arm on_the stirrup at said
loop.

5. A smrup formed of a single slf,rip of

metal, comprising a tread-piece, parallel on

its side edges, two side bars bent upward and

inward from the ends of the tread-piece, a
tenon formed on the end of one side bar and
riveted in a slot formed in the other side bar,
giving arched form to the stirrup, and an in-
teﬂ'tal hanger-arm bent laterally and then up-

,Wardly at the outer side of the slotted side

bar above the tenon of the secured side bar,
said hanger-arm havingslotsdisposed atright
angles to the side edges of the tread-piece, for
the reception of a fiexible connection.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.,

WILLIAM J. MAY.

.~ Witnesses:
" HERRY G. RATHBUN,
GEro. H. BeAM.
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