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Yo all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Sor.oMoN P. GIDDNGS
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ster-
ling,in the county of W hiteside and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
fal Impmvements in Frames for Tables; and

I do declare the following to be a full, eleal |

and exact description of “the 1nvent10n ‘such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the figures of reference marked

At each end of the frame is a brace 9, piv-
otdll}r secured to the inner faces of the end .
pieces 1 by means of a bolt 10, the ends of 553

| such braces normally abutting against the

ends of the side rails' 2 and locking the same,
together with the legs 3, upon the pins 5.

Any kind of ordinary table- -top may be sup-
ported by the above-described frame; but 6o
for some of the uses to which my device may

' be applied such top'is best constructed of
- two or more light boards 11, placed side by
side longitudinally of such frame. When

thereon, which form a part of thh specifica- | thus constructed, in frames of more.than or- 65

tion.
My invention has reference to frames fﬂr
tables, and particularly relates to the con-

struction of a light strong frame the several
paris of which can be reddlly separated and

packed together ina limited space for the pur-
pose of transportatwn or storage.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my device with the mp‘ofthe'ta ble indicated
in broken lines. Fig. 2 i3 a4 vertical eross-
section in the line x xof Fig. 1. Fig. 3 isan
enlarged detail view in perspective of one of
thegomta of the frame, with the parts which
form the same separated. Fig. 4 is a detail
in perspective, showing the manner of secur-
ing the ends of the cross-piece 12,

The frame consists, primarily, of two end
pieces 1 1 and two mda pieces or rails 2 2,
sapported at each corner by the legs 33. On

the inner face of each of the end pieces 1, at

each end thereof,are rigidly secured su pports
4, 1n each of thh are secured two pairs of

mwaldly-pro;[ectm pins 5 5, the pins of each’

pair being vertically in line with each other
and homzontally out of line with tie-ping in
the other of such pairs on the same support.
Each of the legs 3 is provided with an up-
wardly-extending pr ojection 6 conforming in
size and shape to the inner face of the sup-
port 4 and adapted to be secured to such sup-
port by means of two pairs of holes 7 7 cor-

responding in position with the pins 5 and
having such pins passing therethrough. ‘The

ends of the side pieces 2 are sunﬂa,rly pro-
vided with perforations 88, also engaged by
the pins &, which pass nearly through such
side pleces By this means the s*.uie pieces
and end pieces of the frame are joined to-
goether.

dinary length there may be provided one or
more cross-pleces 12, secured in recesses 13
in the side rails 2 and projecting slightly be-

"'_Jend sueh rails to prevent the outer boards
| 11 being -overbalanced. To guard against %o

the cross-piece 12 gotting out of position, a
shoulder 14 1s prm*lded at each end thereof,
abutting against the Inner faces of the cude
ralls, |

- Upon the upper face of the cross-piece 12 75
are two or rmaore short pins 15, engaging cor-
responding recesses {not shown} in the lower
faces of the boards 11. By this means.the
‘boards are secmed_ from slipping upon the
frame. 8¢

The ar mtwement of the pins 5 results in a
greater dewree of rigidity in the joint secured

thereby and-permits the use of lighter ma-
__teml in the construction of the frame. If

is evident that the number of pins can bein- 8g
creased, if desired, or a less number can be
used; but the ﬁrmness of the frame would be
lessened by so doing.

If desired, the ]egs;% may be rigidly secured
to the bﬂpDOI‘tB 4 and the side rails alone be go
detachable from the pins 5.

The principal places where the &,b{}ve in-
vention would be of use wounld be on picnies
and outdoor outings of any kind where a
luneh was to be spread, also on excursion- gs
steamers, in lodge-rooms, churches, and simi-
lar places where repasts are sometimes pro-
vided. In places where the tables would not
be transported any great distance, but would. |
be stored in the memlty of the room where 100
used, as 1n a church-parlor or lodge-room, the
legs need not necessarily be removable and
the top could be in one piece.

Different kinds of folding tables are now
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in use for similar purposes; but they are
wanting in rigidity or firmness and sometimes
become unfastened and close up when it 18

not desired that they should. There is no

‘possibility of any such occurrence in using

my device.

My invention would also be useful in the
playing of parlor games, such as parior cro-
quet or ping-pong, where it is desired to set
the table away after completing the games.

It will be seen that when the top of the ta-
ble is in place the brace 9 is thereby prevent-

ed from movementupon its pivot, the several.

parts of the frame being thussecurely held to-
ogether and their separation being possible
only upon the removal of the top.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States, 1s—

1. A rectangular table-frame, comprising
two end pieces; two side pieces; means for
removably securing the epds of such side
pieces to the end pieces, at or near the ends

thereof; and two braces, pivotally secured on

the inner faces of the end pieces; such braces
being adapted to lock together the joints
formed between the ends of the side pieces
and the ends of the end pieces to which such
braces are severally secured, substantially as
described. |

9. A frame for tables, comprising a pair of
end pieces, each provided at each of its ends
with aninwardly-projected support; twoside

pieces, adapted to be removably secured to

such supports, at right angles to said end
pieces; a supporting-leg at each junction of
the side pieces and supports, each of such
legs having an upwardly-extending member

‘adapted to be removably secured between the

support and end of the side piece; and means
for locking the several combinations of sup-

 port, side piece and leg member firmly to-

45

gether, substantially as shown. |
3. In a table-frame, a joint formed by one
of the end pieces of such frame; a support,

‘secured at one end thereof, at right angles

740,846

thereto, and provided with a plurality of in-
wardly-extending pins; a side piece, having
an end provided with a plurality of holes cor-

responding with the pins in sueh support, :
whereby such side piece is removably secured
to said support; and a brace, pivotally se-
cured to the end piece, and adapted to have -

one of its ends abut against the joint thus
formed, and lock the same firmly together,
substantially as shown and set forth.

4. In a table-frame, a joint, formed by one
of the end pieces of such frame; a support,
secured at one end thereof, at right angles
thereto, and provided with a plurality of in-
wardly-extending pins; a side piece, having
an end provided with a plurality of holes cor-
responding with the pins in such support;
and a leg, having an upwardly-projected
member, adapted to be held between such
support and the end of the side piece, and
also perforated to correspond with the pins
on said support, whereby said support, side
piece and leg may be removably secured to-
gether; and a brace, pivotally secured to the
end piece, and adapted to have one of its
ends abut against the joint thus formed, and
lock the same firmly together, substantially
as set forth. ,

5. In a table-frame, the combination of the
end pieces 1; supports 4, secured thereto, and
provided with pins 5; side pieces 2, provided
in their ends with the holes 8, adapted to be
engaged by the pins 5; legs 3, having projec-
tions 6, provided with holes 7, also adapted
to be engaged by the pins 5; the braces 9,
pivotally secured on the inner faces of the
end pieces 1; and the cross-piece 12, support-
ed in recesses 13 in the side pieces 2, and pro-
vided with pins 15; substantially as. de-
scribed. | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. -

SOLOMON P. GIDDINGS. -

Witnesses: .

J. E. MCPHERRAN,
C. CEAS. MACPHERRAN.
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