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To all whom Ut may concern:

CrooM and SARA LEDGER, citizens of the
United States,residing at Dallas,inthecounty

of Dallas and State of Texas, have made cer- .

tain new and useful Improvements in Gar-

ment-Fasteners, of which the following is a |

specification. - o |
Oar invention is an improvement in gar-
ment-fasteners,being in the natare of a waist-

-shaping means by which to give the long-

waisted effect sought in shirt-waists at the

present time; and the invention consists in

cortain novel constructions and combinations

of parts, as will be hereinafter described and

claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of a de-
vice as in use and exposed to view. Iig. 21s
a view showing the device applied, the major
portion thereof covered by the skirt, a belt

the hook of the improved device. _
a perspective view of the improved device.
Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional view through the

hook and its shank with the elastic applied,

and Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the
hook-plate. | | |

- Our device, as shown, eemprises the hook.
A, the longitudinal elastic strap B, and the

hook C, the latter having the longitudinal

~slot ¢, enlarged centrally te allow 1t to pass
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over the corset-stud and by being pulled up-
wardly by the elastic strap to engage the

usual head of the stud, the strap being se-

cured at its lower end to the loop C and ad-

justably connected at its apper end with the

shank D of the hook A, preferably by pro-
viding said shank with two transversely-ex-
tending slots D" and D* The upper one, D/,
has its lower wall or edge serrated, as shown,
the .strap being applied as best shown in the
detail sectional view, Fig. 4. It will be no-

. ticed that the strap can be adjusted to any
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desired length and when in use will be held
firmly in place. In securing the strap tothe

clasp it is passed from the front through the |
upper slot D', then brought down along the } p
rear side to front through the curved slot D?, .
lapping over a short distance in front of the
hook-plate,between the same and the depend-
ing portion of the strap, the strap engaging
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with the tooth in the lower edge of the slot
Be it known that we, NANNIE VINCENT | D’, as best shown in Fig. 4. From this it is

ovident that the strap Bis adjusted from the
plate, which is accessible, and not from the
loop C, so that the garment-fastener is easily

‘adjusted when in position on the wearer.

At its upper end the hook A isdivided into
two sections E E, which are returned over
the outer side of the plate and form separate
hooks to engage over the shirt-walst string
and also over the band of the skirt, as will be
understood from Figs. 1 and 2, Fig. 1 show-

ing the shirt-waist string secured by the

hooks or tongues E, and Fig. 2 showing the
said hooks or tongues caught over the band
of the skirt in position to be covered by the
belt when the latter is applied. It will be
noticed that the tongues E diverge from their
lower inner ends toward their upper outer
ends, thereby forming a downwardly-taper-

ing hook-fastening for the shirt-waist string

and for the skirt, extending approximately
from the longitudinal center of the device, so
that the said string and skirt will be pulied
down in the front to a point, the degree of
V or dip thereby given to the walst defiect-

ing the shirt-waist string or waistband being

regulated by the adjustment of the strap,
which being elastic maintains the dip while
allowing movement of the wearer. |

 In practice the longitudinal slot C' of the
clasp C is placed over a convenient (prefer-

ably the lowermost) fastening-stud of the cor-

set, and the hooks or tongues E are caught

over the shirt- waist string and the skirt-

band, and the tension of the strap B, together
with the location of the point of convergencs
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A'in line with the slot C', will draw such parts |

firmly down and hold them in position to pro-

(0

duce thelong-waisted effect or V-shaped effect

desired at the front of the shirt-waist. The

strap may be readily adjusted in connection

with the hook A to increase or otherwise vary
the tension upon the shirt-waist string and
the skirt-band. S .

The device is simple, can be readily ap-
lied for use, can be easily adjusted, and will

be found efficient for the purpose for which

it is designed.
We eclaim—

1. In a waist-shaping deviee, comprising a
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plate provided at its upper edge with depend- |

ing tongues and a plurality of transverse
slots located below said tongues, and an elas-

tic and pendent strap having a garment-en-
gaging device at its lower free end, its upper
free end being doubled uponitself and passed
through said slots so as to enable said free
end to be adjustably secured "at and to the
sald plate. -
2. A waist-shaping device, comprising a
plate provided atits upper edge with depend-
ing tongues and a plurality of transverse
slots located below said tongues, and an elas-
tic and pendent strap having a garment-en-

- gaging device at its lower free end, its upper

free end being passed through the upper slot
down the rear of the plate and through the
lower slot to the frunt of the plate over which
extends the pendent portion of the strap.

3. A walst-shaping device, comprising a
plate provided at its upperedge with depend-
ing tongues and a plurality of transverse
slots located below said tongues the edges of

one of said slots being toothed, and an elas- |

tic and pendent strap having a garment-en-
gaging device atits lower free end, its upper
freeend being doubled upon itself and passed
through said slots and engaging

means,

said toothed |
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edge so as to enable said free end to be ad-

| justably secured at and to the plate.

4. A waist-shaping device, comprising a
plate provided at its upper edge with depend-
ing waistband-engaging means, a plurality
of transverse slots located below said means,
and a pendentstrap having a garment-engag-
ing device at its lower free end, its upper
free end being doubled upon itself and passed

through said slots so as to enable said free
end to be adjustably secured at and to the

sald plate.
5. A waist-shaping device, comprising a

plate provided atits upper edﬂ'e with depend-
ing waistband-engaging means and a plu-

rality of transverse slots located below said
and a pendent strap having a gar-
ment-engaging device at its lower free end,
its upper free end being passed through the
upper slot down the rear of the plate and
through the lower slot to the front of the plate
over which extends the pendent portion of
the strap.
NANNIE VINCEN T CROOM.
SARA LEDGER.
W itnesses:
W. L. CRAWFORD, Jr.,
W. 1. FORD.
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