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To all whom it may Conceriv: -
Be it known that I, PETER M. DARST, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Racine,
of Meigs and State of Ohio, have | p

- inthe county ,
5 inveénted a new and useful Wire-Stretcher, of
which the following is a specification. -

My invention relates to an improvement in

wire-stretchers; and the object of the same

is to produce

fo struction, cheap to manufacture, and effect-
ive in operation. D |

A further object of the invention is to pro-

duce atool which when in operationwill cause

the clamping member, which latter 1s loosely

15 connected at one end of the body portion, to

be drawn into a recess or cavity formed be-

tween the seat part and the end of the body

portion, the body portion itself being so ar-

ranged and bent as to form the recess.
Tothis end my invention consists in certain

details of construction and the arrangement

20

of the several parts, as hereinafter fully de-

scribed and claimed and as illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, wherein—
2t Figure 1 represents a plan view of the tool
applied to a post with the clamping member
extending forward from the body before the
tool is drawn into position and locked. ¥ig.
2 represents a plan view showing the tool in
30
clamping member drawn into a recess formed
between the terminal end of the body portion
and the post-seat.
larged detail view of the outer end of-the le-
35 ver, showing the locking-hook, |

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, the numeral 10 designates the body por-
tion or handle member, which is provided
pear one end with a curved offset or seat 11,
40 adapted to partially surround a post which is

indicated at 12. | | o
The body portion 10 is provided at the end
adjacent to the post-seat 11 with an inclined
portion or projection 10°, which extends away
45 from the body portion10in an oblique direc-
" tion, the terminal end 14 of said projection

 being bent inward, so as to form a recess or
cavity between the terminal end and the post-

seat for a purpose hereinafter set forth, said

a tool which is simple 1n con-

o locked and operative position with the'

Fig. 3 represents an en-

so inclined portion 10’ and the inturned end 14 |

il

|

| a substantially right angle thereto.

| out departing
- tion.

20, as shown in Fig. 1.
| body portion 10 is then brought around the
 post and

' be drawn into the recess or caviby

both standing in the same plane as the body
portion 10. - |

16 designates a clamping member, which 18
rovided with a projection 17, integral there-
with and extending from the face thereof ab
Pivot-
ally mounted on a base portion, as at 19,1s a

cam member 20, provided with an operating-

handle 21, the movement of which causes the

cam 20 to eodperate with the projection 17
for clamping or releasing the wire, which lat-
ter is indicated at 2Z.

Pivoted to the extremity of the terminal end

14, as at 23, is & link or connecting member

the free end of which is swiveled to the base 65
of the clamping member, as at 13, and said
link serves to retain the clamping member
at all times in the same plane as the body
portion 10, the oblique proj ection 10, and the
said inturned terminal end 14. The clamp-
ing member which I have shown 1s my pre-
ferred form: bufb it is to be understood that
any construction of clamp may be used with-
g from the spirit of my inven-
"At the free or forward end of the body
portion 10 is a hook 15, which extends up-
ward therefrom at a substantially right an-
ole thereto and is adapted toengage the run-
lock the tool in position against

70

15

ner-wire 22 10 i
the post when the wire is under a tension.
The operation of my improved tool 1s as

80

' tollows: After the body portion of the tool

against the rear face of the

has been placed

| post the wire-clamp is extended forward and

by means of the cam 95

the wire clamped therein
The free end of the
siven a forward pressure,which will
cause the clamping memberto draw the wire
against the fence-post, and at the same time
the inturned extremity 14 of the terminal end
10’ will eause the clamping member itselt 1o
which 18

9°l

formed between theinturned end andthe post-
seat. 'This alsoallows the clamping member
to be held firmly in position andin the same
plane as the body portion of the tool. The
hook 15 at the free end of the body portion
10 is then hooked over the runner-wire 22,
and the tool is secured firmly in position with Ioo

95
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the wire under a heavy tension. This con-
struction also prevents the tool from crimp-
ing or bending the wire 22, and as the wire is
held securely against the post a staple can
be readily driven into the post astride the
wire. |

I claim as my invention—

A device of the class described consisting of

‘a bar having a body portion provided with a

curved post-seat intermediate of its ends, an

inclined portion adjacent the post-seat ex- |

tending away from the body portion in the
same plane therewith and oblique thereto, the

terminal end thereof being bent inward, and |

740 630

a clamping device pivoted to the 'extremit-y of
the inturned portion also in the plane of the
body portion whereby a forward pressure ex-

erted upon the free end of the body portion
will draw the clamping device within the re-

cess formed between the post-seat and the
terminal end of the inturned portion.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature

In the presence of two witnesses. |
| PETER M. DARST.

Witnesses:
VERNA EWING,
PORTER MIDKIFF.

I5
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