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To all whon tt may concern: - |
- Be it known that I, GEORGE P. MORRILL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Can-
terbury, in the county of Merrimack and
State of New Hampshire, have invented 2 new
and nseful Improvement in Wedges for Ax
or Tool Handles, of which the following is a
specification,accompanied by drawings,form-
ing a part of the same, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of an ax-wedge em-
bodying my improvement. Fig. 2 is a top
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a side view with |
the ax and ax-heive represented in broken
lines in order to show the wedge in its posi-
tion as inserted in the ax-helve. Figs. 4, 9,
and 6 show a modified form of wedge; and
Fig. 7 represents the manner-of inserting the
same in an ax-helve. | :

- Similar figures of reference refer to similar:
parts in the different views. |

My present invention has for its object to
facilitate the removal of the wedge from the
ax helve or handle; and it relates to that
class of wedges which are provided with a
lip or projection at one end by which the

‘wedge may be lifted for the purpose of with- I

drawing it from the helve; and it consists in
providing the opposite end of the wedge with
a laterally-projecting surface adapted to en-
vage the wood of the helve and hold the wedge
from movement at that point, so- that the
lifting of the wedge by its lip will cause it to
turn about the lateral projections as abou{;1

be drawn out of the helve.

Referring to the accompanying drawings;
1 denotesan ax-wedge, 2 alip extending from
one end of the wedge by which the wedge
may be withdrawn, and 3 3 are lateral pro-
jections at the opposite end of the wedge from
the lip 2. .

In inserting the wedge it is driven into the
helve 4, with the lip 2 extending over the
head of the ax 5 and with the projections 33
engaging the wood-of the helve, as repre-
sented in Kig. 3. S - -

The wedge is withdrawn by raising the lip

2, and as the wedge bears against the wood |

| of the helve at thé oppositely-projecting sur-

faces 8 3t will be held at that point and 50
caused to rotate about the projections 3 5 as
about a pivot, the wedge assuming the posi-
tion represented by-broken lines at 6, Fig. 3.
The wedges of the class described as com-
monly made are apt, as the lip 2 israised, to 55

rotate about the central section of the wedge
| and eause the opposite end to become more

deeply embedded in the wood. I avoid this
by making bearing-surfaces 3 5 near the op-
posite end of the wedge from the lip, where- 6o

by the axis during the rocking movement ol
the wedge is transferred {o the end opposite

in Figs;- 4, 5, szi 6 T have shown a modi-

fied form of wedge, but embodying my pres- 65
| ent invention.

In place of the lip 2, which
is designed to extend over the head of the ax,
I form a triangular flange 7, which projects
over the body of the ax toward the bit or eut-
ting edge 8 when the wedge is inserted in the 7o

ax-helve, and the lateral projections 9 9 are

formed at the extreme eorner of the wedge.
The modified form of wedge is removed by

lifting the flange 7, as shown by the broken

lines 10, Fig. 7, the wedge turning about the 75

projections 9 as a pivot. - |

~ What I claim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, 18— - |
1. An ax or tool wedge provided near one
end with lateral projections adapted to en- 8o

ocage the wood of the handle and serve as

‘pivots, about which the wedge may be rocked

in-withdrawing it from the handle, substan-
tially as desecribed. '- | |

2.  An ax or tool wedge, having at one end 85
a projecting lip, and at the opposite end lat-
erally-projecting surfaces,on which the wedge
may turn as it is withdrawn from the handle
by the raising of said lip, substantially as de-
seribed. | o |

Dated this 3d day of March, 1903.

GEORGE P. MORRILL.
Witnesses: - -
PENELOPE COMBERBACH,

RUrUs B. FOWLER.
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