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o all whom it may concermn:

orooves in the direction of the major end of

Be it known that I, GRAHAM R. BUTLER, a | the handle and to which handle the cutting
~ citizenof the UnitedStates,residing atOmaha,

in the county of Douglas, State of Nebraska,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in String-Cutters; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact deseription of the invention, such

as will enableothers skilled in theartto which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to string-cutters |

- such as are employed for cutting the string or

cord after it has been tied around a bundleor |

package, the object of the invention belng to
provide a device which may be held at ail
times in such relation to the sfring that it

- will be convenient of access..
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- Other objects of the invention include the

provision of a cutter having a series of blades

which may be used interchangeably and in.
connection with which there will be provided |
- guards to prevent

cutting of the fingers of the
operator. | | | o

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicatesimilar parts in the several

views, Figure 1 is a perspective view show-

‘ing the cutter and the position of the string

in the cutting operation. Fig. 2 18 a cross-
section through the cutter. Fig. 31s a de-
tail perspective view of the string-retaining
bushing in the handie of the cufter. |

- Referring now to the drawings, the present
cutter comprises a handle 5, which if of wood
or similar material bas a longitudinal tube
6 passed centrally therethroungh; but if the
handle be of metal or other hard material
this tube may be omitted and the handle may
have a simple tubular passage therethrough.
The handle is tapered from one end to the

‘other and adjacent to its minor end is con-

caved, asshownat7. Inconnection with the

handle are employed a plurality of blades 8,

which in the present instance are three.in
number, and the minor end of the handle has
longitudinal grooves 9 in its face, in which
are engaged the stems or shanks of blades 10,
these grooves 9 extending into the concaved
portion of the handle for a portion of the
length of the latter to receive corresponding

|

{ angles.

edges after they leave the grooves lie at acute

"Over each of the

into hook form and part way around the point
of the blade in a direction toward the siem

 of the blade, the extremity of the hook lying

slightly spaced from the handle and the guard
being of spring metal, so that the string to be
cut may be readily passed between the guard
and the handle and thence between the cut-
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'blades 10 is_'dispo'sed a
| guard 11, which extends longitudinally of the
‘blade and at one end is curved downwardly
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ting edge of the blade and the handle to cut

the string. The opposite ends of the guards
are disposed upon the flattened faces of the
minor end portion of the handle, in which po-
sitions they are held by meauns of a ferrule 12,

which encirecles the minor end of the handle.

In praetice the string from the ball is
passed through the handle 5 and the tube 6
from the major to the minor end of the han-
dle, and after the free end portion of the
string has Dbeen fastened around a bundle
the handle is adjusted to pass the string be-
tween the handle and the bundle through the
interspace between the tip of a guard and the

necessary. The handle is then further ma-
nipulated to cause the string to engage the
corresponding blade and the handle, when
by turning the handle at right angles to the
string and pulling on the handle the string
will be cut. | | L

To prevent the string from pulling back
through the handle and the cutter in conse-
guence dropping from the string and requir-

retaining-bushing 13 is provided and 1s en-

handle, this bushing having a flange 14 at its
outer end to limit movement thereof into the
tunbe, while the opposite end of the bushing is
slit longitudinally to form fingers 15, the ex-
tremities of which are bent slightly inwardly,

| so that the string may be readily drawn

through the bushing from the flanged end to
the finzered end of the latter and will be pre-

handle, the guard being sprung outwardly, if

ing rethreading of the string therethrough, a
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gaged in the tube 6 at the major end of the
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vented from movement in the opposite direc-

portions of the cutting edges of the blades, | tion by engagement of the fingers therewith.
which cutting edges project beyond the | The bushing fits the tube with sufficient
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snugness to prevent accidental disengage-
ment thereof, while it may be withdrawn
when desired.

Inpractice modifications of the specific con-
struetion shown may be made, and any suit-
able materials and proportions may be used
for the various parts without departing from
the spirit of the invention. |

What is claimed is— |

1. A string-cutter comprising a handle, a
blade secured to the handle and a guard se-
cured at one end to the handle and extending
longitudinally over and around the point of
the blade between it and the handle, said
cuard being of spring metal whereby it may
be sprung away from the handle.

2. A string-cutter comprising a handle, a

blade secured to the handle and a guard se-
cured at one end to the handle and extending
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| longitndinally over the blade and around its zo

free end between it and the handle, said
cuard lying with its free extremity in spaced
relation to the handle. |

3. Astring-cutter comprising ahandle hav-
ing a passage therethrough to receive a
string, a bushing removably engaged in the
passage to receive the string and having re-
taining - fingers at its inner end to prevent
withdrawal of thestring through the bushing,
a plurality of cutting-blades secured to the
handle, and a guard for each cutting-blade.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GRAHAM R. BUTLER.
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Witnesses:
| R. EWERTZ,
J. A. MATH‘EV\TS. |
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