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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, Louts €. HILLER, a cltl-

ford, in the county of New Haven and State of

Cennecmcut have invented certain new and

useful Impxowments in Check -Hooks, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to cheek-hooks, and

the object thereof is the provision of a hook of

this character having a movable loop through

which the checkrein is inserted before bemﬂ'
passed over the hook proper, said loop serv-

ing to prevent displacement of the checkrein

during use, and yet permitting a free release
thereoz when degired.

In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 1is
a view of a horse with my improved hook ge-
cured to the saddle of the harness. Fig. 2 is
anenlarged view,inside elevation,of the hook
Fig.3 is a front eles?a,tlon lmkmﬂ' to the right

~in Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is a view in side eleva-
- tion, ShOWlnﬂ‘ my invention applied to a post-
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hoak. |

Like numerals designate  similar parts
throughout the several views.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 5
indicates the saddle of a harness to which.is
secured at 6 the cheek-hook 7, the latter com-
prising a base 8, having the hook proper, 9.
Preferably pivotally mounted in an integral

hook-shaped bearing 10 of the body of the |
hook 9 is a loop 12, whose free end passes
over the hook and which when the device i is

not in use assumes the position indicated by
dotted lines in Fig. 2, and to maintain
loop in such position, so that 1t may be read-

ily grasped when it is desired to 1nsert the

eheckrem, lugs 18 13’ are provided, said lugs

- serving to llmlt the downward movement of
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the 100p, as will be obvions. This hook may

‘be east, or formed from sheet metal, if de-

gired, and to give it greater rigidity 113 18 pro-
vided with a mb or corrn tra,tmn 14 at the point
of greatest strain.

In placing the loop in place the flexible
bearing-lug 10 is first deflected to receive the
cross-bar of said loop. The loop is then passed
over the hook proper, and said flexible lug 18
bent around said eross-bar. DBythus passing

the loop over the hook proper and pivoting
it on the inner side of said hook at about the

sald.

 point where the hook proper merges into the
flat base 8 (shown in Fig. ; orinto the eurved
base (illustrated in Fiﬂ' 4) the loop does not
project as far from sald hook proper, it as-
sumes an inclined position when the check-

Tein is in place, and the usual strain on the

rein- will hold the top of the loop snugly
against the outer surface of the hook proper
and said top will bear upon the edges of the
rein-loop, and consequently will hold the rein
more firmly. Furthermore, by this eonstruc-
tion the deviee is rendered more rigid and

compact and is of better appearance than it

would beif the loop were otherwise connect-

ed to the hook.

- In prior constructions of which I am aware
the entire loop through which the rein is
passed is outside of the hook, is 1n the way,

and presents an unsightly appearance; but,

LOUIS C. HILLER OF W’ALLINGFORD CONNECTIGUT ASSIGVOR OF ONE-
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as above sfated, by pivoting the loop to the
inside of the hook the latter passes through 1t

and only a part of said loop projects forward
of the hook when the loop rests upon the lugs
13 138/, as shown in Fig. 2
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Much annoyance has been experienced

with check-hooks commonly employed by the
accidental displacement of the checkrein

| from said hooks, thereby rendering it neces-
sary to replace the same, and it is & demdera-

tum to provide a device which will Overcome

this objection.
When my improved hook is employed and

it. is" desired to ‘“check up” the horse, the

free portion of the checkrein is first inserted
through the loop 12, after which it is passed
over the hook 9, as shown in Fig. 1, the loop

i serving when this is done to prevent the
| checkrein from slipping off the hook.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that I have provided a simple and effi-
cient device for accomplishing the objects set
forth and one that may be manufactured at
little cost. No amount of tossing of the
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horse’s head can disengage the checkrein 05

from the hook, as the loop serves effectually

to hold the rein upon said hook.

Having thus described my inventi{m, what

I claim is—
1. In a eheck—hook the eombmatmu . with

a support having a pair of integral, lateral

| projections on its base portion, and provided
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with an integral, flexible bearing on the in-
ner side of its hook portion, of a loop pass-
ing over the hook proper, mounted in said
bearing, and limited in its downward move-
ment by said projections.

2. In a check-hook, the combination, with
a base having a hook proper, a flexible bear-

ing located on the inner side of said hook

proper; and lugs projecting from the sides of
the base, of a loop through which the hook
proper passes, sald loop being passed over

the hook, and having a cross-bar mounted in

the bearing, and being limited in its down-
ward movement by the lugs.
3. A check-hook comprising a base having
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l a hook proper, lateral lugs, and a flexible

bearing on its inner side in line with the up-
per ends of 8ald lugs; and a rein-retaining
loop pivoted in the bearing and having its
upper portion surrounding the hook proper,
whereby when sald loop is in its lower posi-
tion only ifs front part projects forw&rd of
the hook.

In testimony whereof I affix my swna,mre
in presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS C. HILLER.

Witnesses:
JOs. L. WHITE, Jr.,

FRANK G. CAMPBELL. |
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