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To all whom.it ma,y CONCern:

~ Be it known that I, HOWARD D. HAZAED, a
citizen of the Umted States, and a remdent

of Yakima, in the county of Ya,klma, and State

of Washmtrton haveinvented a new and use-

ful Improvement In Wire-Grips, of Whlch the
following is a specification.

My invention relates toan 1mprovement in
wire-grips, the object being to provide a sim--

ple mechanism for tightly yet removably grip-

ping the wire aubomatwally, and it consists

of certain novel features of construction and

combinations of parts, as will be more fully
described hereinafter and particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

of a fence with my improved mechanism ap-
plied thereto. Fig. 2is a plan view of one
form of wire-grip, the cover-plate being re-
moved. Iig.3 isa viewin vertical eross-sec-

tion throuwh line « = of Fig. 2, the cover-

plate bemg shown applied thereto Fig. 4 is

a perspective view of the wire-grip, the cover--

plate being removed; and Fig. 5 is a plan

view of a modified form of trrlppmﬂ' member

with the cover-plate removed.

- Arepresentsa bar, preferably of hard wood.
To this several wire-grips 11 are attached by

means of chains 2 2 or equivalent flexible

connections, these grips corresponding 1in
number with the number of wires to be si-

multaneously stretched, there being one for

each wire. The grips may be variously con-
structed, but in the preferred form comprise
a plate 4 having guides 5 and a slot 5’ in its

‘rear for the wires which extend through the
~grips, and a pair of eccentrically- pivoted

jaws 6 6, which are adapted to hold the wire
between them with increasing rigidity as ten-

sile strain is applied to them. Secured to

this plate is a cover-plate 4', which may be

"removably fastened to the prOJectlng ouides

5 & and to the rear of plafe 4, and this plate
4' forms one wall of the slot 5’ through which
the wire passes, the wire belng received and
confined between the two plates 4 4/, the
guides-5 5, and the gripping-jaws 6 6. The
plate 4 may be skeleton, as shown—that is
to say, it may consist of a. nose 14, which car-

ries thereon the raised spaced guldes 55 and
the apertured frame 15.

The interior plane

'.of the nose is lower than the pla'ne of the

frame, the guides § 5 projecting outward or
upward therefrom and having their upper
surfaces on a plane with the surface of the
frame and providing a level seaf for the cover-
plate, whereby space 1s left between plates 4
and 4’ at the nose for the reception of the
jaws 6 6 and permitting movement thereof.
In other words, the frame is stepped or raised
above the nose, the thickness of the frame
being greater than that of the nose. Thess
plates4 may be attached directly to the chains
2 2,as shown in Fig. 2,or in a slightly differ-
ent way, as illustrated in Fig. 5, in which
rods 7 7, pivoted to the jaws, come together
at the rear and are connected with the chains.

Of course other Eghﬂ"ht modifications might be
made.

- From the barA equahzmﬂ' devwes such as

“chains or equivalent flexible connectwns 99,

extend, they being detachably connected t0

-the ba-r-by means of hooks 10 10. These
equalizing devices converge to a common

point, where they are connected by aring 11
and swivel 12.

It is evident that sllght changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts deseribed without depar-

turefrom the spiritand scope of myinvention,

and hence I do not wish to limit mnyself to the
exact construction herein set forth but,
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Having fully deseribed my mventlon what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Pa,tent is— |

1. A wire- -grip comprlsmg a skeleton base-
plate provided with acut-away portion,spaced

guides and gripping means located upon this -

cut-away portion, the base -plate provided

_mth a groove, located in alinement with the
grlppmﬂ‘ means and the space between the

guides, a cover-plate superposed upon the
base-plate, the guides and gripping means,

and means for connecting the wire- crr-lp Wlth

any suitable draft mechanism.
2. A gripping means comprising a base-
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plate, a portion of which is cut away, spaced

guides located on the cut-away portion, the

base-plate provided with a slot located ap-

proximately in alinement with the space be-
tween the guides, grippers located between
the slot and the guides, a cover- plate secured

100

to the base-plate, the ends of the grippersex-
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tending outside the casing formed by the | cover - plate inclosing the guides, slot and
plates, the grippers independent of the guides | grippers, the grippers engaging the material
and engaging the material to be stretched be- | to be stretched. |
tween themselves. o In testimony whereof I have signed this 15
g 3. A gripping device consisting of a base- | specification in the presence of two subserib-
~ plate comprising a skeleton frame and a nose, | ing witnesses. | -
the nose of less thickness than the frame, - _ .
guides supported on the nose, gripperslocated HOWARD D. HAZARD.
on the nose and independent of the guides, Witnesses: |

10 the frame provided with a slot and a cover- - JEFFERSON D. HARGIS,
plate secured to the guides and frame, the JOHN BOATMAN.
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