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To all whom it Ml concerm: _

Beit knownthat I,JAMESSTUART HILYARD,
o citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Columbus, in the county of Franklin and
State of Ohio, haveinvented a Folding Crate,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in ship-
ping-crates,and relates more especially to that
class which are adapted to be folded when

empty so as tooccupy a minimum amount of
space for convenience and economy in reship-

ment to the producer or for storage.

The primary objeet of my invention is to
provide a folding or knockdown crate which
is more especially adapted for shipping eggs
and in which the collapsible cell-cases are
inclosed within the folded crate and all the
parts so connected as to lie closely together
when folded. |

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a folding crate which when arranged for
use will present a strong and durable struc-
ture, will form an excellent packing-box, es-
pecially for eggs, and will facilitate the re-
moval of the contents from the crate.

Other objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will be obvious from the following de-
seription, and what I claim as new, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s more spe-
cifically set forth in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a folding crate constructed in accord-
ance with my invention and .arranged for
use. Fig. 2 is an edge elevation with the
parts folded for reshipment or storage. Iig.
3 is a transverse sectional view.

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts in the several views of the drawings.

a designates the bottom of the box or crate;
a' o', the sides; a? the top, and «’ the ends,
the latter each consisting of three pieces
hinged together and to the sides. The top
a? is hinged to the upper edge of one of the
side pieces and the bottom ¢ is hinged to the
lower edge of the opposite side piece, the
connections being made by strap-hinges &,
which are attached to the outer face of the
parts, as shown, so that said top and bottom
may be folded against the outer side of the
side pieces, respectively. Said top and bot-
tom are provided at their ends with battens

c and ¢, between which the pieces that form |

! the ends of the crate are held when the parts

are arranged for use. The battens ¢’ also
overlap the edges of the sides a'.

The ends ¢® of the crate are each made up

of three pieces, s', s, and s%, the pieces s’ and
s® being connected by hinges d to the outer
sides of the sides of the crate, while the cen-
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ter piece s?is hinged to the inner side of the 60

companion pieces, as indicated by d'. By
forming the ends of the crate of three pieces
hinged together and to the sides of the crate
they are permitted to fold or swing outward
so as to accommodate the increased length
of the collapsible cell-cases, as indicated In
dotted lines, Fig. 2. -

In employing the crate for shipping eggs
it is provided with collapsible cell-cases, as
is usual, which are separated by the horizon-
tal partitions e, the upper and lower parti-
tions bearing at their ends against the inner
battens ¢, so that they will give or yield cen-
trally. | | |

The top and bottom of the crate are each
provided at their outer or free ends with a
hasp f, and said hasps are adapted to engage
staples /' on the sides of the crate and are
preferably locked in such engagement by a
padlock. |
- The puarts are arranged for use as shown
in Figs. 1 and 3, with the sides a' ¢’ disposed
between the top and bottom at the edges
thereof and bearing against the ends of the
battens ¢, while the sectional ends are also
disposed between the top and bottom, with
their ends lying between the battens ¢ and ¢/,
and when so arranged the parts are locked
together by fastening the hasp of the bottom
a, the top being free to swing open to gain
access to the box or crate. As the parts «

t and a® are alike and similarly connected to

the sides, either one may become the top of
the erate. This is especially desirable in case
the crate is to be used for shipping eggs, as
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the eggs may be removed from one side of the

central partition, usually thicker than the
others and stationary, and the crate then
turned over for removing the eggs from the
other side of said central partition.

In folding the crate the top and bottom are
unlocked and swung back against the side
pieces and said side pieces then brought to-
cether, folding the collapsible cell-cases be-
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tween them. The size of the crate is thus | pieces hinged together and to the sides so as IS

considerably reduced and will oceupy com-
paratively little space. Theparts when fold-
ed are held by causing the long hasps fto
engage headed nails or staples at the edges
of the opposite side pieces, as indicated in
Fig. 2 of the drawings.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— - |

In a folding crate, the combination, of the
top and bottom having the battens ¢ and ¢’ at
their ends, the sides hinged to the top and
bottom, respectively and at opposite sides of

the crate, the ends each made up of three .

to swing outward, and long hasps hinged to
the free ends of the top and bottom, said
hasps being adapted to lock the parts when
arranged as a crate and when folded, the said
parts when folded being extended at the sides
to accommodate collapsible cell-cases.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
to this specification in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses. f

JAMES STUART HILYARD.

Witnesses: .

JOHN O. BOSSERMAN, "
J. TRUNMER.
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