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To all whom 18 mal concer:

Be it known that I, MARY ANNE OSBURN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Au-
burn, in the county of Cayuga and State ot
New Ym k, have invented new and useful Im-
pm\*ements in Corsets, of which the follow-

“Ing 18 o specification.

Thisinvention relates to corsets,and has for
its object to provide simple means for bracing
and stiffening the body of the corset Wlthout
danger of the same breaking or giving way
at the waist-line, the expedient hereinafter
desecribed enabling the full strength of the

stays to be taken advantage of by distribut-

inge the strain equally along the entire length
of eaeh and every stay, no excessive Str an

- being exerted upon any particular stay or
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stays at any special point. The construction
hereinafter described also adds materially to

the life and wearing qualities of the corset.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists iv the novel construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,
as hereinafter fully desecribed, illustrated,and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18
a front perspective view of a corset, showing
the improvement applied thereto. Iig. 2 1is
an enlarged plan view of a series of connected
stays applicable to one-half of the corset.
Fie. 3 is a detail eross-section through one ot
the stays and the casing therefor.

Like reference-numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

I bave illustrated the present invention as
applied to an ordinary corset composed of the
sections 1 and 2, laced together at the back,
as at 3, and provided with suitable fasteners
4 at the front. The body of the corset may
be formed in any usual or preferred manner
and given any desired stiffness. Duplicate
series of stays are applied to each half of the
corset, one set of stays being illustrated in
Fig. 2, wherein the stays are represented at
5, the same being by preference covered in
the nsual manner each with a suitable cas-
ing 6. The stays at thelr ends are perma-
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nently secured to connecting and attaching
strips or bands 7 and-3, which may be com-
posed either of fabric or thin sheet metal,
such as brassortin. Where the metal is em-
ployed, however, the same should be fastened
to or incased in a sheathing of fabric in order
that such strips or bands may be secured to
the inner surface of the corset-sections. DBy
preference the ends or extremities of the cas-
ings 6 project beyond the extremities of the
stays o, 80 as 1o allow for securing said cas-
1ngs to the connecting and ﬂttaehmﬂ strips or
ﬂaa,nds 7, said arrangement 1efw1nﬂ the stays
*)erfectly free from end to end, so that they
may adjust themselves to the w ure without
rendering them subject to any mldue Or eX-
cessive Stra,in at any particular point. The
two sets of stays with their connecting-bands
are preferably applied to the inner surface of
the corset - sections, as shown in Fig. 1, and
are fastened in place by stitching or other-
wise securing the connecting and attaching
bands 7 directly to the corset-sections. It de-
sired, however, a facing of suitable material
may be applied over the stay-sections so as
to cover them and protect the underclothing
from wear. DBy reason of the fact that the
stays are fastened at the ends onlysaid stays
are left free throughout their entire length
to accommodate themselves to the figure and

to the strain brought in any direction thereon

by the bending or twisting of the figure.
This not only adds to the life of the eorset
but overcomes the liability of the corset- stays
breaking at the waist-line. If desired, the
casings of the stays may be reinforced adja-
cent to the extremities of the stays in order
to prevent the liability of the same pushing
through the casings.

szmn thus descl 1bed the 111V611t1011 what
I claim as new, and degire tosecure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. The combination with a corset, of a series
of stays, connecting and. attachmn bands or
strips having the extremities of the stays se-
cured thereto, the stays being otherwise free
from end toend and the connecting bands or
strips being attached tothe body ot the corset.
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2. The combination witha corset, of aseries | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
of stays, casings for said stays extending be- | in presence of two witnesses. |
yond the extremities thereof, and attaching | MARY ANNE OSBURN

strips or bands connected with the end por-
s tions of the stay-casings and fastened to the Witnesses:

body of the corset, the stays and their casings L. H. RUsT,

being otherwise left {free from end to end. ALICE NOLAN.,
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