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To all whom it ay conceriv:
Be it known that I, SIDNEY M. BLURK, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the

city and county of Philadelphia, in the State

¢ of Pennsylvania, have invented certaln new
and useful Improvements in Electrie-Con-
duetor Moldings, of which the following is a
specification.
In equipping theinteriors of various struc-
ro tures with electrically operated appliances,
resort is frequently had to the use of what are
known as electric conduetor moldings, to re-
ceive, support, and protectthe conductorsem-
ployed. in connection with sald appliances.

13 Such moldings are usnally made of body strips

of wood, adapted to be secured to the wall or
frame of the structure, in which they are lo-

cated, and provided as to their outermostfaces

with a longitudinally extending groove or
‘20 grooves to receive the conductor or conduc-
tors, a cover plate being, after the insertion
of the conduetors, secured to the body strip
to retain the conductors in position and pro-
tect them. | |
In practice it has been found that after the
application of the body strips to the wall or
frame of a building, and more especially when
they have been applied to the ceiling of an
- apartment, in which position of course the
30 open grooves face downwardly, it has been a
matter of some difficulty to retain the con-
ductors within the grooves or channels until
the application of the cover strips.
The body strips and cover plate strips, as
3¢ it is well known, are manufactured in sec-
tions of many feet in length, and under the
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circumstances referred to, the workman be-

neath inserts the conductors in the grooves

in one end portion of a body strip and passes

40 along the strip, inserting the conduectors as

he moves until he reaches the distant end of

the strip, whereupon a cover strip is applied.

The tendency is for the conductors inserted

in the grooves at the first end of the strip to

45 drop out before the workman completes the

insertion of the eonductors throughout the

length of the strip and before the cover strip
can be applied. . |

It is the object of my invention to provide

<o an electric conductor molding having a

aroove of such charactor as to be adapted to

retain an inserted conductor within it until
the application of the cover strip. -
In practicing my invention, resort may be

“had to grooves of various cross sectional de- 55

siecn, and while I herein illustrate several

such forms, it is to be understood that other
forms not herein illustrated may be resorted
to without departure from my invention.

In the accompanying drawings, |

Figures 1, 2, and 3 are views in transverse
section of electric conductor moldings em-
bodying my invention, in which the diameter
of the conductor with its insulating covering
is greater than the distance between the edges
of the grooves. | |
 Figures4and 5 areviews in transverse Sec-
tion and front elevation, respectively, of an
olectric conductor molding embodying my
invention in which the diameter of the con-
ductor includingits insulating materialisless

60

than the distance between the edges of the
groove. - |

The molding of Figure 1 is shown as pro-
vided with the usual cover plate, but the
moldings shown in Figures 2 to o inclusive,
are shown without cover plates. Cover plates
of any desired or usual form may, of course,
be applied to the construction of the body
strips shown in the latter figures. |

My invention comprehends a molding strip
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‘having a groove which, instead of being

formed as heretofore, with its opposing sides
in parallel planes, perpendicular tothe plane
of the face of the strip, is so conformed that
a lip of the groove extends beneath either all
or a portion only of a contained conductor.

Preferably, I form the grooves as symmet-

rical, that is to say, with their opposite sides
arranged as counterparts, as shown in the
ficures of the drawings, although of course,
this is not essential. -

In the drawings, o

a are the body strips; b are the grooves or
channels; and ¢ the conductors. d (Figurel) 95
is a eover strip; e are the lips of the groove.

In the construction shown in Figure 1, the
grooves b are as to their basal . portions of
rounded section and of breadth in excess of
the distance between their lips e.

In the arrangement shown in Figure 2, the
arooves D have flat bases and plane sides con-
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verging from the respective sides of the bases
to the lips e, being thus of approximately tri-
angular section. The breadth of the base is
in excess of the distance between the lips ¢ of
the said grooves.

In the arrrangement shown in Figure 3, the
grooves b are of polygonal section, and, at a
point intermediate of their depth, of greater
breadth than the distance between their
lips e. |

1The conductors and insulating coverings ¢,
shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3 of the drawings,
are of diamefer slightly in excess of the dis-
tance between the lips of the grooves into
which said conductors are to be inserted, or 80
snugly fitted between said lips that slight
pressure 1s required to pass them between
sald lips, with the result that in laying said
conductors within said grooves, the conduec-

tors make tight contact with the lips as they

pass between them, and upon reaching the
interior of the grooves, are retained by said
lips. | |

The construction of the grooves shown in
Iigures 4 and 5 is identical with that shown

in Figure 2, but it will be observed that the

conductors ¢ with their insulating coverings
shown in said Figures 4 and 5, are of less di-
ameter than the distance between the lips e of
the grooves.

Notwithstanding this fact, however, the
conductors are, in practice, maintained with-
in the grooves by reason of various bends,
curves and kinks which are always present
1na conductor wire afterit has been unwound
from a reel. These curves or bends, by

means of which such a eonductor is retained
within the groove, are clearly indicated in
FFigure 5. |

757,889

As 1llustrated, the said curves or bends are
regular, but it will be understood that in prac-
tice they are more likely to be irregular iu
form, arrangement, and position.

T'he hold of the lips upon the conductors,

while not necessarily very firm,is neverthe-
less sufficient to retain the conductor in posi-

tion under ordinary circumstances against
the force of gravity until the cover strip can

“be applied.

I prefertoform myimproved molding-strip
of wood. It is obvious, however, that any
other suitable material may be employed.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

In combination, an electric conduetor hav-
ing an insulating covering and a device for
supporting the same upon the wall or ceiling,
sald device consisting of a strip of wood hav-
Ing a longitudinally extending channel, the
mouth of which opens upon the face of said
strip and is of less breadth than a selected
part of the body of the channel, the mouth
of the channel being of a breadth greaterthan
the diameter of the conductor, and its cover-
ing, and through which mouth the conductor
may be progressively passed in its insertion
into and its removal from the said channel,
the said conductor being retained within the
channel by reason of curves or bends in the
conductor, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I havehereuntosigned my name
this 24th day of April, A. D. 1903.

SIDNEY M. BURK.

Witnesses: »
THOS. I. LANCASTER,
- LAURA KLEINFELDER.
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