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To all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, HENRY W. BOWMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bar-
boursville, in the county of Knox and State
of Kentucky, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Latches, of which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification.

Myinventionrelates to latches; and the ob-
ject of the same is to construct a simple and
efficient lateh for horizontally-swinging gates.

My invention consists of certain novel fea-

- tures of construction fully described in this

specification and more specifically pointed
out in the claims and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part of the
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 isa perspective of agateequipped

- with my improved latch. Fig. 2 is a detail
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of the latech member. Kig. 3 is a detall of
the same unlocked. Fig. 4is a detail of the
slotted arm. Fig.5is a detaﬂ of the notched
lateh member.

Like numerals of reference designate 11ke
parts in the different views of the drawmﬂ*s

The numeral 1 designates a gate pivoted
to a vertical post 2.
by the free side of the gate and has a guide-
slot 4 formed therein to accommodate a re-
silient latch-lever 5, rigidly secured at its
lower end to the gate 1 and bent at 6 and 7
to adapt it to normal y bear against the ounter
end 8 of the guide-slot 4. A U-shaped catch
member 9 is set horizontally and pivoted to

the armn 3 just beyond the end 8 of the slot 4 |

on a pintle 10 passing through an aperture
in the bow 11 of the U. A square noteh 12
is.formed in the center of the convex side of
the bow 11 and i3 normally engaged by the
spring latch-lever 5. A standard 13 is footed
on & sill 14 and located in position to be em-
braced by the arms 15 of the catech member
J. The inner corners of the outer ends of
the arms 15 are cut away to form ineclined
faces 16 to increase the angle of the arms 15.
When the gate 1 is closed, the arms 15 em-
brace the standard 13, and the latch-lever 5
engages the notch 12 and holds the U mem-
ber 9 against all pivotal movement, and there-
by securely locks the gate. .To unlock the
gate, the lever 5 i3 grasped and pressed to-
ward the side of the gate-frame, thereby dis-
engaging the lever 5 from the notch 12 and

A rigidarm 3is carried |
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[ releasing the catch member 9, after which

the gate can be opened by pushing the lever
5 from you or drawing it toward you, there-
by turning the catch member 9 on its pivot
and releasing the standard 13. The lever
can then be released,when it will rest on the
end 8 of the slot 4 or on the convex face of
the bow 11 at the side of the notch 12, To
close the gate, 1t 1s only necessary to grasp
the gate 1tself on the lever 5 and give it a
push, when one of the arms 15 will be engaged
by the standard 13, thereby rotating the
catch member 9 until the lever 5 snaps into
the noteh 12, thereby locking the gate.

I do not wish to be limited as to details of
construction, as these may be modified in
many par ticulars without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lefters
Patent, is— :

1. In a latch, the combination with a gate
mounted to swing and carrying an arm on its
iree side, sald arm having a
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guide-slot there- -

in, of the resilient latch-lever attached to

said gate and bearing on the end of said slof,
a U-shaped catch member pivoted to said
arm just beyond the end of said slot, said

catch member having a noteh in the convex

side of the bow thereof, which notch is nor-
mally engaged by said lever, and a standard
mounted at the side of the gate and normally
embraced by the arms of sald catch member,
substantially as described.

2. In a gate-latch, the combination of the
resilient latch-lever, the arm having a guide-
slot therein engaged by said latch-lever, the
U-shaped catech member pivoted to said arm
by a pin passing through an aperture located
just beyond the end of said slot, and an aper-
ture in the bow of said catch member, said
catch member having a noteh formed in the
bow thereof which notch is located to be en-
gaged by sald latch-lever to lock said catch

‘member against all pivotal movement, sub-

stantially as described.

3. In a gate-latch, the combination with a
suppoxtmﬂ'-arm dem ned to be secured to the
gate, of the U-sha.ped catch member pivoted
to said arm on a pin passing through the bow
of said catch member, said. bow having a
notch therein located centrally thereof, of a
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latch member normally engaging said noteh | ing through said bow, a latch enfra,ﬂ'mﬂ' said-

to prevent all pivotal movement of said eatch
member, the arms of which are adapted to
embraee a fixed member located adjacent to
the side of the gate and thereby secure the |
cate against being opened, substantially as
deserlbed -

4. In a gate-latch, the combmatmn with an
arm designed to be carried by the free side
of a ﬂ'ate of the catech member comprising
two arms ‘connected by a bow-shaped cross-
bar having a notch therein, said cateh mem-

ber being pwoted to said arm by a pin pass- |

notch to secure said cateh member aframst 15

pivotal movement, said arms being deswned
to embrace a fixed support 1ocated at the side

of the gate and thereby secure said gate .

against swinging, substantially as deseubed

“In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set 20

my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. -
HENRY W. BOWMAN.
Witnesses:

ALEX. (. VAUGHN,

JAMES H. FAULKNER.
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