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To all whom it muay concerr:

Be it known that I, JEFFERSON D. NIFONG,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Office-Door Indicators, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to an indicator for ap-
plication to the door of an office to furnish

information to callers concerning the pres-

ence or absence of the occupant of the office
and the time of return if absent. -
The invention consists in features of nov-

elty hereinafter fully described, and pointed

out in the claims. |
Kigure I i8 a perspective view of my indi-

cator. Fig. Il is a horizontal section taken

on line Il II, Fig.I. Fig. III is a vertical sec-
tion showing a portion of the rear wall of the
indicator-box and a bell mounted thereon in
elevation. Fig. IV is a face view of the an-
nouncement-card located at the front of the
indicator-box. Fig.V is a face view of the
refurn-announcement disk, |

1 designates a ‘box which constitutes the
main body of myindicator and is formed with
rearwardly - projecting side walls 2 and top
and bottom walls 3 and 4. A portion of the
top wall 3 is cut out and bent upwardly in
the form of a tongue 4, that bears the words

**Leave message” or words of similarimport.

The cutting out of the tongune 4 provides an

aperture 5 through which messages may be |

dropped into the interior of the box to be col-
lected by the occupant of the office on his re-
turn after an absence.

6 1s the rear wall of the box, which is con-
nected to the top wall 3 by hinges 7, so that
the box may be swung away from its rear wall

to open 1t, while the rear wall remains in a

fixed position against the door, to which it is
connected by suitable means, such as serews,
as indicated at 3, Fig. II1. |

dJ designates a pocket mounted on the front
wall of the indicator-box 1 to hold slips of pa-
per or cards for the use of callers to write
messages to be dropped into the box, and pro-
jecting from one side of said pocket is a

’

| tongue 10 to receive a pencil, as indicated by

dotted lines, Fig. I. |

11 designates flanged strips secured to the
front wall of the indicator-box and within
which is confined an announcement-card 12 55
bearing the words “In—ring bell” and “‘QOut—
return” or words of similarimport. Beneath
the words indicating that the occupant of the
office is out and will return is an orifice 13.

1418 a slide provided with a knob 15 and 6o
seated within the flanged strips 11 in front of
the announcement-card 12, said slide being
adapted to be moved within said strips to
cover either the portion of the announcemenit-

card bearing indication of the presence of 65

the occupant of the office or his absence and
1o expose the other portion of said card.
.16 designates a return-announcement disk

‘bearing a plurality of time indications, as

seenin Kig. V. This disk iscentrally mount- 70 '

od back of the front wall of. the indieator-

box, being rotatively supported by a pivot
17. (See Fig. II.) The time indications on
the disk 16 are so positioned thereon as to
traverse the orifice 13 in the announcement- g
card 12, a corresponding orifice 1* being cut
through the front wall of the indicator-box

‘at the location of the orifice in the announce-

ment-card. The announcement-disk 16 pro-

Jocts through a slot 4* in the bottom wall of 8o
the box, (see Fig. II,) so as to project be-

neath the box, as seen in Fig. I, to be en-
gaged by a person’s fingers for the purpose
of rotating the disk 16 to bring indication on
sald disk indicating the time the occupant 8s
will return to a position back of the return-
announcement portion of the card 12 when
sald return-announcement is exposed.

18 designates a gong mounted on the rear
wall 6 of theindicator-box and adapted tobe go
struck by a spring-controlled hammer 19, to

| be engaged by a spring-controlled finger-le-

ver 20, the outer end of which projects
through a slot in the indicator-box, as seen
in Figs. I and III, to be engaged by the fin- gs
gers of the caller to sound the gong 18 and
announce his presence to the occupant of the
office in accordance with the instruections
borne by the announcement-card 12, indi-
cating that the occupant of the office is in. 100
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91 designates a receptacle mounted on the

front of the indicator-box for the reception

of matches or other small articles that the
owner of the indicator may care (o0 furnish
for the accommodation of callers.

I claim as my invention— :

1. In an office-indicator, the combination
of a box, an announcement-card stationarily
positioned at the front of said box and pro-
vided with an orifice, and a return-announce-
ment disk rotatively mounted within said
box and bearing indications that traverse the
orifice in said announcement-card, substan-

tially as set forth.

9. In an office-indieator, the combination

of a box, an announcement-card positioned ;
at the front of said box and provided with an |

1 gtantially as set forth.

i
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| orifice, a slide for covering a portion of said

card and disclosing its remainder, a rotata-

ble disk bearing time indications and adapt-
ed to traverse the orifice in said card, sub-

3. In an office-indicator, the combination
of a box, flanged strips mounted upon the
face of said box, an announcement-card po-
sitioned within said flanged strips, and a
slide movably mounted within said flanged
strips to cover a portion of said announce-
ment-card and disclose its remainder, sub-
stantially as set forth.

| | JEFFERSON D. NIFONG.

In presence of— S

K. S. KNIGHT,
M. P. SMITH.
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