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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LEWIS N. PREXTICE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Fort

- Hunt, in the county of Fairfax and State of

IO
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Virginia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Braces for Stools, Chairs,
or the l.ike; and 1 do declare the followmcr
to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to blaces for stools
or chairs; and it has for its object to provide
a device of this nature which may ve readily
attached to a stool or chair of any type and
which may be adjusted by manipulation ot
a single part to draw the legs inwardly or to
release them.

It has been found in practice that the glue

with which the rungs and legs of a chair are

usually held in place soon dries and cracks,

this cracking being intensified when the chair
is subjected to sudden eclimatic changes.
This defect is especially noticeable when the
chair is nsed out of doors or under slight
cover, asin camp; and it is toprovide a cheap
and simple means for holding the legs, seat,
and rungs of the chair or stool together that
18 the main object of the present invention.

A further object of the invention is to pro- |
vide a specific form of tension-plate which |

will permitof engagement of the tension-rods
therewith without requiring riveting, screw-
ing, or looping, the rods being held securely
1n engagement with the plate at all times.

Other objects and advantages of theinven-
tion will be understood from the following de-
scription.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in theseveral
views, Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the
brace, the legs, rungs, and seat of a stool
with which it is engaged being indicated in
dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
through a stool equipped with the present in-
vention, said section includingtwodiagonally

|

opposite legs with their corresponding ten-

sicn rods and the tension- plate and turn-

buckle.
Referring now to the drawings, the present

- brace comprises a central or tension plate 9,

including a central portion having four equi-
distant radiating fingers, through each of
which latter is formed a perforation 6, said
perforations being at right angles to the up-

per and lower parallel faces of the tension-

plate. After the formation of the perfora-
tions in the fingers the plate is dished, as
shown, and in each of the perforations is en-
gaged a tension-rod 8§ by passing the rod
downwardly throughthe perforation and then
bending the body of the rod to lie upon the
convex or upper face of the plate and extend-
ing outwardly and radially thereof and bend-
ing the end portion of the rod to lie against
the under or concave face of the plate and
extending inwardly and radially thereof.

With this engagement of the tension-rods

with the plate the rodsare given abrupt bends
or kinks, and they withstand all strains radi-
ally of the plate to which they are subjected
inthe use hereinafter described. Through the
legs of the stool or chair are formed perfora-
tions 9, which extend in substantially horizon-
tal planes, and through these perforations are
engaged the outer or free ends of the tension-
rods, said rods having washers 10 disposed
upon theirextremities, beyond which they are
upset or riveted. Centrally of the tension-
plate 5 is formed a perforation in which is
engaged fixedly the lower end of a screw 11,

with whlch is engaged a turnbuckle, and to

the under side of the geat of the chair orstool

is attached a plate 12, in which is engaged
the upper end of a serew.lS, which is also en-
gaged with the turnbuckle, so that when the
latter is rotated the screws will be drawn to-
ward each other and the tension-plate 5 will
be moved in the direction of the attaching-
plate 12 to place the tension-rods under ten-

| sionand draw the legsinwardly and upwardly
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and preventing dlsassemblmﬂ* of the V&IIOUS -
parts of the chair or stool aﬁected | |

It will beunderstood that in practice modi-
fications of the specific construction shown
may be made and that any suitable materials
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and proportions may be used for thé various |

parts without departing from the spirit of the

- 1nvention.

It will be noted that the fension-rods where
they leave the legsare bent upwardlyslightly,
so that the strain of the rod does not come

- against the washer andrivet-head wholly, but
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in large part against the upper wall of the

perforation through the leg:
10

What is claimed is—

1. In a piece of furniture, the combination
with the seat, of a plate connected thereto,
tension - plate having perforations there-
through, tension-rods passed downwardly
through the perforations and bent at oppo-
site sides of the plate to lie radially thereof
and against the upper and lower face re-
speetwely the outer end of the tension-rods

- being each bent at an upward angle and |

20 passed through a leg of the furniture, and

having means at its fxee end for plevenbmw
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accidental withdrawal from the 1eg,and means

for tensioning said rods.
2. In a chair or stool, the comblnatlon with
the seat, of a plate connected thereto, a ten-

sion- plate having g perforations thelethrmwh
a turnbuckle eonnectmw the plates, tensmn—
rods passed downwmdly through the perfo-
rations and bent at opposite sides of the
plate to lie radially thereof and against the
upper and lower faces respectively, the outer
ends of the tension-rods being each bent at

an upward angle and passed through a leg of

the chair or stool, and having means at its free
end for pr eventmw Wlthdrawal from the leg.
In testimony whereof I affix my swnature

L In presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS N, PRENTIOE

Witnesses:
C. A. NEALRE, .
GEO. C. SHOEMAKER,. -
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