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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, JOEL I. NEEDLES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Dayton,

in the county of Montgomery and State of |

Ohio, have invented a new and useful Device

for Handling and Measuring Lard, &e., of

which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to a device for han-
dling and measuring lard and other materials.

The object of the present invention 18 to
improve the construction of devices for han-
dling and measuring lard, butter, ice-cream,
and analogous goods or material and fo pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient de-
vice designed primarily for use in the retail
trade for the sale of lard and adapted to en-
able the same to be quickly and accurately
measured without soiling the hands or the
clothing. |

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a device of this character adapted to be
_ readilyinserted in a massof material and ca-

pable of readily severing its contents from
the mass and of expelling the measured ma-
terial and of automatically severing the same
from the device, so that the entire contents
of the latter will be delivered into the dish or
other receptacle for the material. -
With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes in the form, pro-
portion, size, and minor details of construc-
tion within the scope of the claims may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-
vention. - -
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a device constructed in accordance
with this invention for handling and measur-
ing lard and the like. Fig. 2 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 1s a
transverse secticnal view on the line 3 3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 4is asimilar view on the line 4 4.
Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. | -
1 designates a cylindrical measuring-recep-
tacle open at the outer end and provided

"1 thereat with a cutting edge 2 and secured at

its inner closed end 3 to a handle-frame com-
posed of parallel sides 4 and a loop or handle
5, connecting the outer ends of the sides and
formed integral with the same. Thesidesof
the handle-frameare connected by transverse

portions 6, forming guides for a plunger-rod

7 and supports for a combined guide and

portions 6 are provided with openings 9 for
the reception of the plunger-rod 7, and in
practice the handle-frame, with its connect-
ing or cross pieces, and the combined guide
and locking device will consist of a single
casting; but it may be constructed in any de-

sired manner and of any suitable metal, as-

will be readily understood. The frame will
in practice be made of white metal, and the cy-

10 of the plunger-rod will preferably be con-
structed of aluminium or some other hard
metal which will not corrode or wear ofi and
discolorthelard or other material. Theinner
ends of thesides of the handle-frame are pro-
vided with lateral extensions or arms 11,
which are secured to the outer face of the in-
nerend of the measuring-receptacle, as clearly
indicated in Fig. 3 of the drawings. The con-
necting cross-pieces 6, which are located ap-
proximately equidistant of the ends of the

handle-frame, have their apertures 9 in reg-

ister with a central opening 12 of theinner end
of the measuring-receptacle, and the plunger-

rod 7 extends through the openings of the

cross-pieces 6 and the inner end of the meas-
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locking device 8. The transverse connecting
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lindrical measuring-receptacle and the head
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uring-receptacle, as clearly shown in Kig. 2.

The outer end of the plunger-rod is provided
with a suitable handle or grip 13, and the
plunger-head or follower 10 is suitably se-
cured to the inner end of the plunger-rod.

" Thecylindrical measuring-receptacleis pro-
vided at its outer end with a cutting device
consisting of a diametrically-disposed cross-
piece 14, of wire or other suitable material,
suitably connected at its ends to the sides ot
the measuring-receptacle at diametrically
opposite points. The measuring-receptacle,

which may be constructed of any size to hol

the desired weight of lard or other material,
ig plunged into the mass of lard to fill the
measuring-receptacle, and it is then rotated
one-half a revolution to caunse the cutting de-
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vice to sever the maté'rial within the recep-

tacle from the mass into which the device is
inserted. The device is then withd rawn, car-
ryling with it the entire contents of the meas-
uring - receptacle. In practice it has been
found by experience thata pound,two pounds,
or other quantity of lard may be accurately

measured, and the present device is designed |

to enable lard to be quickly and accurately
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handled without soiling the hands or the

clothing. The plunger is actuated to expel
the contents of the measuring-receptacle by

means of a coiled spring 15, disposed on the
plunger-rod and secured-at its end 16 to the
same and at its other end 17 to the inner end
of the measuring-receptacle, whereby when
the plunger is drawn inward preparatory to
inserting the measuring - receptacle into a
mass of lard the spring will be distended, as
shown in Fig. 1. The spring when free to

act will force the plunger or follower outward

and discharge the material, as will be readily
understood. - | |

The combined guide and locking device S
consists of a short rod or bar arranged par-
allel with one of thesides of the handle-frame
and provided at itsinner end adjacent to the

the rod of the plunger or follower. Prepara-
tory to drawing the head of the plunger or

follower inward, as before explained, the

plunger-rod is partially rotated to carry the

~arm from the position indicated in dotted
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5o the handle 13.
and move the head of the plunger or follower
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lines in ‘Fig. 4 of the drawings across the
frame through the notch or recess 18. The
plunger-rod is then drawn outward to move

measuring-receptacle, and it is locked in this
position by engaging the arm 18 with a shoul-
der 20 of the combined gunide and locking de-

-

vice 8. Theshoulder 20 is preferably formed

by notching the combined guide and locking

device, and the arm 19 is adapted after the

of lard or other material and has been placed

~over a dish tobe disengaged from the shoul-
~der by partially rotating the plunger - rod.

This may be effected by pressing slightly on

The spring will then operate

outward automatically to expel the contéents
of the measuring - receptacle, and when the
head of the plate or follower reaches the limit
of its outward movement and bears against
the cutting device 14 the arm 19 will have ar-
rived at the noteh or recess 18, whereby the
spring will be permitted to automatically ro-
tate the plunger or follower, and thereby
cause the same to operate in conjunction

‘with the cutting device and sever the mate-

rial from the head of the plunger or follower.
It will thus be seen that the cutting device
operates to sever the material from the mass

plunger or follower. By this construction

the entire contents of the measuring-recep-

|

‘1nner cross-piece 6 with a notch or recess 18,
which forms a passage-way for an arm 19 of

and also to cut the same from the head of the |

787,452

| tacle are removed from the mass of material
and are expelled subsequently from the meas- -

uring-receptacle, thereby enabling lard and
other material to be quickly and accurately
handled without soiling the hands of the op-
eratororhisclothing. In settingthe plunger
or follower the spring is distended and twist-
ed, and it returns when released to its initial

°
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position, thereby first.reciprocating the plun-

ger. or follower and then partially rotating
the same to effect the discharging and eutting
operations. | o

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. A device of the class described provided

‘Wwith a receptacle adapted to be forced into a
mass of material and provided with a fixed
cutting device operated by the rotation of the -
receptacle to sever the material within the re-
ceptacle from the rest of the mass; and a ro-
tary plunger cotperating with the fixed cut-
ting device, whereby the material is sepa-
rated from the plunger, substantially as de-
seribed.

- 2. A device of the class deseribed provided
with an open-ended receptacle adapted to be
forced into a mass of material and provided
at its outer end with a fixed cutting device
extending across the end of the receptacle,
‘whereby when the same is rotated the mate-
rial within the receptacle will be severed from
the rest of the mass, and a rotary plunger Op-
erating within the receptacle and codperat-
ing with the fixed cutting deviee, whereby
the material is separated from the plunger,

| substantially as deseribed.
the head or follower to the inner end of the f

3. A deviee of the class described compris-

Ing a receptacle adapted to be forced into a
mass of material for removing a quantity of
the same, and means for expelling the mate-
rial from the receptacle and for automatic-
ally severing the said material from the de-

_ vice, substantially as described.
receptacle has been removed from the mass |

4. A device of the class described compris-

1ing a reeeptacle adapted to be forced into a
‘mass of material for removing a portion of

the same, and means for automatically ex-

pelling the material from the receptacle and
for automatically severing the material from
‘the device, substantially as described.

9. A device of the class described compris-

1ng a receptacle provided with a cutting de-
| vice for severing its contents from the rest
of the mass, and means codperating with the
-eutting device for expelling the material from
‘the receptacle and for automatically severing
such material from the device,

substantially
a8 described. |

6. A device of the class described compris-

‘1ng a receptacle, a cutting device, a plunger,
-and means for reciprocating the plunger and
for automatically rotating the same against

the cutting device, substantially as described.

7. A device of the class deseribed compris-

ing a receptacle provided with a cutting de-
vice, a plunger, a spring connected with the
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plunger for reciprocating the same, said | provided at one side with a combined guide

spring being arranged to be twisted for par-

tially rotating the plunger against the cut-
ting device, and means for guiding the plun-
ger during its reciprocation and for releasing
the same at the end of such movement fo
permit the spring to rotate the plunger, sub-
stantially as described.

8. A device of the class described compris-

'ing a receptacle provided with a cutter, a re-

ciprocating plunger capable of rotation, &
coiled spring disposed on and connected with
the plunger to reciprocate and rotate the
same, and means for guiding the plunger,
substantially as described.

9. A device of the class deseribed compris-

ing areceptacle having a fixed cutter, a frame

connected with the receptacle and provided
with a handle, a rotary plunger guided on the
frame and having a head arranged within the
receptacle, a coiled spring disposed on the
plunger and connected with the same for re-
ciprocating and rotating the plunger, and a
combined guide and locking device for hold-
ing and guiding the plunger, substantially as
described. |
10. A device of the class described compris-
ing a receptacle, a cutting device, a spring-

actuated plunger having an arm, and a frame |

and locking device arranged to receive the
arm, substantially as described.
11, A device of the class described compris-

ing a receptacle, a spring-actuated plunger

having an arm, a frame provided with a com-
bined guide and locking device consisting of
a rod having a notch to form a passage-way
for the arm and provided with a shoulder for
engaging the arm, and a cutting device co-
operating with the plunger, substantially as
described. | |

12. A device of the class described compris-
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ing a receptacle, a handle-frame connected

with the receptacle and composed of opposite
sides and connecting cross-pieces, a plunger
cguided in'the frame and
arm, and a rod mounted on the frame and
forming a combined guide and locking de-
vice and provided with a recess to receive
the arm and having a shoulder for engaging
the same, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOEL F. NEEDLES.

. Witnesses: |
W. H. HosxoT,
GUS BECKER.
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