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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, ELIZABETH W MERRILL |
~of Quingey, in the bounty of Norfolk and State

of Massachusetts, haye invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Garments, of

which the following is a speelﬁcatlen
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The object of my invention is to provide 2
dress for children so.fashioned as to allow the
child perfect freedom of movement, at the
same time protecting theundergar ments worn
or eliminating the necessity of all or some of

them, thus giving at all times a loose com-
‘fortable gmment sufficiently attractive for

school as well as home use.

The invention will now be fully described
by reference to the accompanying drawings,
and the novel features thereof will be par-

. ticularly pointed out in the claim at the close
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ordinary dregs-skirt.

around the leg.

of the specification.

a garment embodymtr theinvention. Fig. 2is

a rear view showing the garment buttoned.

Fig. 318 a rear view showing the garment un-
buttoned Fig.41is a front view showmﬂ' the
appearance of the garment when in use, indi-
cating the position of a,rehed seam and leg-
openings.

The waist 1 and skirt 2 are connected to-
gether, forming asingle garment. The front
18 entlrely closed from top to bottom. In the

back there is an opening 3 from the neck to.

the waist-line. At the waist-line there 18 a
lateral opening 4, extending from the bottom

‘of the vertical opening 3 to the right and lett
thereof alongthe waist-line forsome distance.

The skirt 2 is made full at the sides, as an
The pa,ttem f01 the
skirt, both forthe frontand theback, is formed
at the bottom with an upwardly-er owned arch
5 in the middle. The skirt is partially closed
at the bottom with a seam along the line of
this arch and is left with openings at each
end of the arch forthelegs.

contract the openings, scas toform a snug it
Elastic bands or other means

should be provided whereby the leg-opening

may be enlarged, so as to be drawn up over

the knee, and then contracted, so as to fit
snugly avound the smaller p;ut of the leg
above the knce. The arch is so shaped as to
cive free play to the limbs and the skirt is

In the drawings, qure lisa front view of

The skirt around
said openings 018 ﬂathered in and shirred to

(No model.)

| suﬂlclently full so that when the garment 18

on the child, as seen in Fig. 4, it will fall in

a fold 9 arouﬁd the 0111;':;1(16 in an evenline, at
| the bottom appearing like the bottom of an or-
dinary skirt turned up at the edge and ex-
tennd below the leg-openings, entlreiy conceal-
ing them, while the central portion of the bot-

tom will still remain as shown in dotted line
7 in Fig. 4 and concealed by the outside fold
of the garmenb
inthegarment—thatis, if theskirt were square
across the bottom, like a bag, with leg-holes

at the eornels——when put on the child the
‘middle would hang in a baggy fold in the

center below the outel edges of the garment.

-If 1t weré not for the arch,
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It would not only be unsightly but be a ﬂ'rea,t |

hindrance to freedom of movement.

A garment constructed accordingtomy in-
ventmn herein described having the fullskirt,
the arched seam, and the.ﬁtted lew-openmgs

70,

when it ig in pmeti@al use has the appear-

ance of a full skirt, yet furnishes perfect pro-
tection against drafts, moisture, and soil,

thereby eliminatingthe need of any other ﬂ'&r—-
ments in e*zcesswely warm weather and pro-

tecting from soil the garments which arg

needed underneath it in cold weather a,nd
effecting a great saving in laundry, :
Preferably the upper rear part oi the skirt
portion has an opening on each side extend-
ing ashort distance downward, forming a flap
¢ for convenience in putting on and: remov-
ing the garment and other convenient pur-
poses, W hen the garmentis put on, the flaps
and the Waist-openm
buttons or in other weil-known ways.

I am aware of Patent No. 534,601 to L. Sit-

tig; butthat patentshowspra etlca,lly two gar-
ments secured together, a pair of trousers
sewed to the inside of the skirt.

I am also aware of United States Pa‘uent
No. 282,254, dated July 31, 1883, to Gilbert

- Baker, a,nd I hereby dlSGl&lm wha,t 18 shown

in either the Baker or the Sittig patent above
mentioned. It is not intended herein to
broadly claim a skirt having a closed bottom
with leg-openings therein provided with elas-

tics to secure a tight fit; but neither the Sit-
tig nor the Bdker patent above mentioned

shows a skirt closed at the bottom except

openings for the legs, and with thé closed bot-
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may be fastened by
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tom upwar tlly arched between the leg-open- .
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:infrs to avoid undue fullness and prwem Iw‘i I Told at Lh@ uu[tf;uu ontgide of and bei{ v ihe
ging dowin, | 1{*;3, -openings, eiving the appearance of o full
\Vhat I claim is— ' - stond snd a[hm 1142 froo movement of the legs,
A garment having a dress-skivt whose bof- f“'u] stantially ns deseribed., ¥

5 tom edge is arched in the middle, the bottom | In testimony whereof T have affived m V'm,"':;

“being elused along the arch and loft open ab | nature in presence of WO wibnesses.

edch end of the .:u'ch forming leg-openings, | v Tr —
LA ABINT 7. MY
means by which the leg-openings may be o KLz A H W. MERRILL.
- snugly closed about ih(, leg, the 31113*1, hmnu Witnesses:
1o made full so that when Lhc garment 1s mh WILLIATT A, UUPFLAWﬁ

justed on the wearer the h]m't will fall in a | - EHOBERYT WALLACK.
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